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BREAKTHROUGH? 


In depth play-testing of Mirrorsoft's astonishing new titles 
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Atari have always had the greatest arcade you're landing the punches with Fight Night or 
games in the galaxy, now they're adding even using the awesome power of Thunderfox to 0! 


more winners to the collection. From the high blast the enemy, Atari give you the best com- ity 
speed skills of handling а WW.1 biplane, to the bination of graphics speed and skill this side 
brain-aching Archon battle of wits. Whether of Alpha Centauri Ata 


ALL GAMES SHOWN ARE COMPATIBLE WITH: ATARI XE GAMES SYSTEM, ATARÓ5X 


D THE GREATES 


Ш 





= 





] ROM - £14.99 


fighting and bombing raids 






BLUE MAX — 
The thrills of WW: dost 
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Lor Then there is Atari's compilation cassette 
(to of all time favourites, which at only £4.99, makes 
om- |t you guessed it, the best value on Earth! 

ide Pick the latest and the greatest from your 


Atari Dealer or fill in the coupon to order by mail 


IARI65XE, 130XE, AND 800XL COMPUTERS. 





FIGHT NIGHT 


by Accolade 
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COMPILI 
Five arcade favour 
Star Raiders; Missi 


е! Centipede 
о Attack 


SSETTE. £4.99 
том etes on one case 
tona, Tenis WP 


archon £499 C) Balblarert499 O 
Rescue on Fractalus £14.99 С Fight Night £1499] Blue Max £1499 C) 
Twilight World £499} Thunderfox £4.99 [] Compilation t499 C) 
Forward cheque/postal order for total amount accompanied by this 
order form to- Atari Corp (Uk) Limited, Atari House, Railway Terrace, 
Slough, Berks 512 582. 

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss) 


Please tick title(s) required 


> acea 


Address 
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Postcode 

















Zarch on the ST, the new Spectrum-compatible 
‘computer, Ataris transpuler workstation - all up and 
running, and all in Cambridge. Andy Wilton dons 
сар and gown to investigate 





Jack Lang ol Permeton wih rareputr adc board 


Could the aliens in your shoot-em-up actualy lear 
to fight back? Could they - gasp - undergo а 
hideous process of evolution and take over your 
micro? ACE considers some very disturbing po- 
ssibiies 


Firezone from PSS and CCS’ Overlord feature in 
this month's investigation of the latest strategy soft- 
ware - whatever you dish out, these games wont 
take it ying down. 


Are you a competitor or a collaborator? Do you 
уват to knock the stuffing out of your mates in 


International Karate, or to fight side-by-side in Ikari „ 


Warriors? ACE joins the scrum with an authoritative 
guide to the best in multi-player action. 





On yr bies = pwo player pedaling п BAX Sem 












С 
mu „ 


INTERFACE GAMEPLAY 
e Eee 


The most authoritative reviews, the latest games, 
and the world’s most comprehensive rating sys- 
tem. This month, Dungeon Master and Oids cause а 
16bit sensation 





Amstrad 16-bit machine - the rumours flourish. 
Major changes for US Gold programming policies. 

Telecomsoft ‘relaunch’ Bye-bye Ariola, hello 
Exocet, Mandarin, FTL 


Tomorrow s games strut their stuff on today's pages. 


Encre Mts F18 расе тың bor ket 


А heartwarming tale of how to trade in а Commodore 
64 lor an ST pops through Uncle Pete's leer bor 


130 The Blitter End 


Last month's winners.. and a few losers as well 


SIGHT... 





26 Arcade Ace 


Pac-who? Haven't we seen this running, jumping, 


pill-gobbling, ghost-chasing, maze wandering glob- 
ule somewhere belore? What's he doing around in 


1988? Find out here. 


21 Pixels In Motion 


Brian Larkman gives you the low-down on anima- 
tion techniques and suitable packages lor 16-bit 
machines. 


NE AND SOUND 


68 Updates 


The latest conversions for your machine. Amiga 
‘owners get Mercenary AND Bonecruncher - what do 


you gel? 


ТНЕ 





81 A Is For Apple. 
and M is for MIDI. We continue our plain-speak- 
ing guide to the new world of MIDI. Don't be dumb, 
be noisy! 


83 Midi Panel Of Experts 


Mark Jenkins addresses himself to some of your 
MIDI problems 
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76 Play By Mail 


Second of ACE's occasional foray into the world of 
Play by mal. This time we check out the latest PBM 
convention in London 


85 Tricks 'n' Tactics 


Wotta lotta maps. Feast your eyes on the hideous 
secrets of Teramex and Platoon, plus ST pokes for 
Backlash, Black Lamp and more besides... 


103 Adventures 


Infocom’ Sherlock Holmes isn't exactly elementary, 
ту dear Watson. Plus more on role-playing, Pat's 
Patch, Shades Diary, and a host ol other goodies 





Shefock omes - осот н tack on orm in Victorian London. 


BUY LINES 


A superb Spectravideo joystick worth 14.99 — yours 
absolutely fre when you take out a subscription. 


78 Special Offers 


Not ust any games on these pages, but some of the 
best you can buy. And we're offering up to £4 off 


41 Competition 


Bary Norman eat your heart ouL. Mirrorsoft ofer 
you the chance (о win free tickets to the cinema 
dora WHOLE YEAR! 





Е «You! This is the ACE Team speak- 
ing. We wanna have a few words with 
you, alright? 
We just thought we'd like to tell you that we 
reckon this magazine is the best on the 
Shelf. Yeah, we know, you've heard it all 
before, but just for the record, we're going to tell 
Е 


you WHY ме think it's the best. 


First off, its aimed at a different type of reader. Someone like you, someone 
with brains, with discrimination...not someone with nappy-rash, but a real 
man-about-town who knows what he wants in a magazine. 


You want in-depth, authoritative reviews, written by people who really 
know a good game when they see one, and have the guts to speak out when 
they come across a stinker. 


You want a rating system that leaves no loop-holes, that tells you which game 
you'll stil be playing in a year's time, and which one will end up in the bin. 


But you want MORE than just games, games, and more games... 


You want in-depth features on the white-hot cutting edge of computer enter- 
tainment....You want the skills that will turn your monitor into a blistering 
display of pixel mastery.. You want the data that will transform your 
humble synth into а state-of-the-art music machine. 


You want ће news...the pokes..the competitions...the previews...the 
special offers. the puzzles. the buyers’ guides. 


You want the lot — and we give it to you... 


So don't hesitate — take this mag to the counter right now. It's the latest 
issue of Britain's fastest moving new micro magazine, and it's not 
going to be on that shelf for long. 


€ The ACE Team 





AVAILABLE FOR SPECTRUM, AMSTRAD CPC & COMMODORE 64 





Beyond today's technology ... АТР... Lockheed’s Advanced Tactical Fighter. 
Climb aboard the aircraft of the century and launch across enemy territory. 


Attack or evade enemy forces by hugging the 3-D relief terrain. 


. Engage advanced on-board systems, plan your strategy and 
swing the balance of power to your favour. 


ATF is a unique combination of 3-D arcade action and 
military strategy, offering an unparalleled challenge. 


Are you prepared? YOU have been chosen to fly ATF... 


EE T 0276684959 


DIGITAL 


INTEGRATION O 


Walchmoor Trade Centre, 


Watchmoor Road, 
Camberley, Surrey 
9015 ЗАЈ 





company 
а revolution- 
console. 
that promi the 
gap between home computer 
software and the arcades. 

East Midlands Leisure, have pro- 
duced а cabinet based on the Atari 
ST, but uniko the Arcadia Amiga 
based system, which uses Amiga 
boards and plug-in chips, the EML 
system loads is games from disk. AS 
а result, almost any ST program can 
be converted in а matter of hours to 
Tun on the machine, and already EML 
have signed up US Gold's Trantor for 
imminent release. Other tiles under 
negotiation include Palace's Barbar- 
ian, some of the bestseling Info: 
grames Ше, and Tynesott's ST 
shoot-em-up Plutos. 

"Our system is miles better than 
the Асада set-up, claimed engineer 
Alan Nelson, They sill use of ROM 
boards, which are expensive and can 
be damaged very easily. Using the 
disk system we can modify existing 
sofware very easily, and we've tested 
the system for seven months without 
any problems. 

EML also claim that their display 
wil be better than the competition, 
since theyre using a 21 inch hi-res 
Hantarex screen, аз opposed to the 
TV tubes sil п use by other manufac 
шев. 





REVOLUTION 
1 the Intec Video System (as its 





^M he's going to get into the 
market, he's going to have to 
be quick..' declares Tim Chaney of 
US Gold; f he's NOT doing some 
thing, he's mad, Bernard Dugdale, 
Ete; I he DOES produce an Amiga 
clone, we'd be very ltiered this from 
one Commodore source, ' and we'd 
tako legal action 

Justa few ol the random remarks 
overheard by the ACE team over the 
last lew weeks on the subject of Alan 
Sugars much rumoured new 16-bit 
machine. Just what IS the state ol he 
rumour these days? ls there REALLY 
Anything cooking in Romlord? Or has 
Amstrad, heaven forbid, turned its 
back on the entertainment market? 

The later view is supported by 
{wo main arguments. The first is that 





called) is al its cracked up to be, it 
could revolutionise the relabonship 
between the arcades and the home 
computer industry. Sotware houses 
wil be able о supply ther current hits 
10 EML, who by adding a short routne 
can make it compatible withthe sys- 
tem 

Whats more, EML intend to 
release sofware of all kinds on the 
machines, including simula 
tons. Weve developed a sys- 
tem, Nelson says, that allows 
the player to buy time on a 
simuaton program n he 
same way that you buy Ives in 
an arcade game! Dont drink and 
fy could be the message soon, 
with pub-goers sheling out 20р 
lor a quick fight round the Bay 
with Fight Sim 2 





CHEAPER 
"The distributors of arcade 
machines are very keen said 
Nelson, 'and our machines 
are cheaper - between. 
£1200 and £1500 com. 
pared to around £1900 for. 
the Arcadia systems. 
What's more, we can 
change the game опа 
machine in 20 seconds, 
and distribute the soft 
ware on disks very easly 
There's also a huge over 
seas market 

ACE wil be playlest- 
ing the new system in the 


Amstrad's profits are curently based 
largely on the sale of their small busi 
ness computers; the second is the 
alleged difficulty of geting hold of new 
CPC machines. Туе heard he's 
stopped manufacturing CPC's alto 
gether,’ remarked Rainbids Pete 
Moreland, ‘nowadays whenever we try 
to get a machine we have to settle for 
second-hand. 

Mr Sugar has no doubt on that 
last point. 105 not true’ he told АСЕ, 
‘We're making more CPC's than ever 
before.’ But what about future commit 
ment to the entertainment industry? 
Nick Hewer, speaking for Amstrad, 
Points out that 'At the moment, the 
bulk of our tumover is in the computer 
business, and there is a vibrant sea- 
sonal market for the games 





next few weeks. In the meantime, 
there's по doubt that instant conver: 
sion to arcade format could have а 
huge impact on the software busi 
ness. Well certainly do it again if it 
works out; said US Gold's Richard 


тш! @ 

















machines 

First point of uncertainty - Mr 
Hewer says games machines, and not 
games computers. 

"We have no intention,’ he contin 
ued, ‘of lessening our grip on the 
‘games market and have every inten 
thon of Keeping our leadership of i 

Second point, it doesnt lake an 
10 of over 10 to see that simply turn- 
ing out CPC machines is not going to 
keep Amstrad on the cutting edge of 
the computer market. So what will 
they come up with? They haven got 
а track record for producing anything 
new; points out Andrew Hewson, 'so 
the only thing сал think of is an ST or 
Amiga clone.’ Which is just what a lot 
of other people have said. 

Commodore would undoubtedly 





news? 





take Amstrad to court il the company 
attempted to produce an Amiga com 

puter cone, bul what about а licensed 
‘Amiga-based console, which wouldnt 
confit so heavily with Commodore's 
market? 

That would be a different propo: 
sition’ said our Commodore source, 
fs certainly an interesting idea. 

Н certainly is. Amstrad sell the 
hardware, Commodore scoop the гоу. 
allies, and the software houses sell 
more games. Whatever the answer, 
there's something in the air. Mean- 
while, rumour has it that Amstrad 
have decided to сай the new machine 
a. Sinclair 

can! comment on that. We 
never talk about new products; coun- 








tered Mr Hewer. Ө 
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FNews 


Icom Simulations, who pro- 
duced up-market, hi-tech icon driv- 
‘en games such as The Uninvited 
and Deja Vu for Mindscape in the 
States, have set up a programming 
team in the UK and signed up with 
Telecomsoft. 

Six titles are in the pipeline, 
including Deja Vu 2 and a ‘superbly 
animated shool-em-dead game set 
in the Wild West’ 

Suprisingly, Icom do not plan to 
concentrate on icon-driven adven 
tures in future, but mean to move. 
into the arcade game arena. Well 
be producing fast-action graphical 
arcade games for the ST, Mac, and 
Amiga. Commodore 64 versions 
will also appear, though we arent 
sure at this stage whether well do 
them ourselves or contract them 
out,’ said Jake Glover, Icom UK's 
managing director. 

Apparently Icom are planning 
to move all their games program- 
ming work to the UK, perhaps 
because costs here are lower. 
Meanwhile the American division is 
to move out of the entertainment 
area and begin programming busi- 
ness software. Looks like the Amer- 
icans are waking up to the fact that 
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Europe, and the UK in particular, is 
where the action is nowadays. @ 
Shudospiie- a decioo icom game on ти Mac 


Now бету тот lo come va Teiecomson and 
ler mon formats, о. 


Harrier. 


Commando yours soon tor £198 


ELITE GO 
BUDGET 


Be prepared for classic Elite tiles including 
Commando, Ато, and Frank Bruno's Boxing 
to tumble into your lap for a bargain £1.99 in the 
next few months. The company are moving into 
the budget arena, either with a new label or 
through а third party, and wil be producing 
many of their old hits at the new low prices. 
"We're stil examining ай the options avail- 
able fo us; said company budget spokesman 
Pete Kury, but if we do it ай in-house well dfi 


ritely be launching а new label. All wil be 
revealed by May or June. 

At the same time, the company are pushing 
hard into the growing 16-bit market and theyre 
particularly proud of ST Buggy Boy and Space 
With any luck the budget move wil 
enable the company to scoop some revenue 
that can be ploughed into development of more 
expensive 16-bit releases. 








EE wm 
CRAM YOUR FINGER ON THE DIAL 


M you've got a modem and the 
software to go with it, Telemap and 
Compunet have both got news for 
you. Telemap are the company who 
brought you Micronet, 
online magazine for computer 
boffins, but their latest service aims 
to entertain all computer users. 
Called Hotel California, the ser 
is open to anyone over 18 
who's got the equipment to log on. 
There's no subscription to pay 
youre charged for the time you 
spend online, at between 25р and 
38p a minute, with the cost added 
directly to your phone bill, For the 
money you can access games 
classified ads and a mail-order ser 
Vice run by catalogue moguls Kays 
The real hook of the service 
however, should be the open and 
private chatline services offered 


Presters 














You can meet strangers for an 
online chinwag or confer with 
fiends. What's more, the system 
links up with Micronet’s Teletalk ser 
vice зо you can swap computer: 
minded banter with any of its 20,000 
or so members 
The service is fully operational 
now - just set your comms equip 
ment to 1200/75 viewdata and dial 
(0898 10 0890 — but is being run on 
а trial basis for the nex 
ths. One of the things Telemap 
hope to find out is whether people 
are prepared to рау 25р а minute 
Y an online service, ‘i's nol an 
unreasonable price’ claimed PR 
man Dave Rosenbaum. ‘You'd have 
to pay the same to use any 0898 
service, so we dont think itll be а 
in practice the pricing is 
pretty much forced on Telemap by 








probier 








BT's charging structure, and could 
prove 
All Compunet's services йге stil 


bo the service's Achilles 











very much subscription only, but 
they've just expanded to take in the 
world-wide micro news column 
Newsbytes. This weekly service has 





been making quite а name for itself 
оп networks in the States, м 
was voted ‘Best Online Publication 
last year. The UK news on News 
bytes comes from Steve Gold 
best known for his part in the hack 
ing of Prince Philip's Telecom Gold 
mailbox — but there's also info on 
the micro scene in Europe, Japan, 
Canada and the USA itself. At a 
hetty 10,000 words or so per week 
here's plenty of reading matter 
there for the news-hungry ST. 
Amiga or C64 owner. Ө 
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TOGET! WE $ | TILT, BURN, AND FIRE | 


A national TV ad campaign i 
~ | New-look Telecomsoft budget | Zarch Rainbird's ST and Amiga 











improve the image о! 
computer ente A was high abel Siverbird are on the verge oí | versions of this classy прот 3D 
ECTS ipee tu e ceram a releasing ST Thrust and about ime | shoot-em-up won be out unti the 
BM povsod bib a hany Jersey 00 game's been ready for | summer, and probably won't even 











faut чорду evel bashed fe c ages and ifs good зш! fast, sen- | be called Zarch — current working 
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г | (сой have been а nce | (page 31) ће ST version в already 





itle earner over Xmas. But eve 





looking very good indeed. Fans of 
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VERMINATOR - BLACK LAMP 
EXTERMINATOR? 


Verminato 
raphics, bu 
о до excepi 










much more to it than that 
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destroying pes 
p жау up the ladder, or you can ty 
One of the problems wit 16t | What o 

sofware is spending los of money | could 

оп developing games with mega- lots of money, E 
тийи: graphics, and ending up | The Mob and ботон even more | IN BRIEF... 
wih sub&bi gameplay. Games | money. Y a 

ike Dungeon Master ofer hope for | Bing. Trouble with having 
The Мше, but мете stil g 
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АК. мено, is that the Во Jangeborg, the programmer who thriled Spectrum owners with the 
Обода Фе Firebird's Black Lamp, fions wil get stro isometric adventure Fairight three years back, is now working on his first 
Which looks stunning but falls down | dont pay up, and start sending iler | тей ge for Telecomsoft А new Spectrum the, Alesoluson, ia leo under 
m «оу on e payaity stakes drods after уо | | decia айй аво 
el Brownjohn, designer of Vermina 








ive cut in Me 
P ay- | 


waich out for the definitive ACE AUF WIEDESEHEN, ARIOLASOFT 
vei | | After three years this side of the North Sea, German games house 
| | Anclasofthavo pulled out o he UK software market. According to Ariola: 

| | soft UK head man Wili Karmincke the firm had failed to make enough of = 
| | an impression on the marker — this despite some great games like Deac- 
tivators, Red LED and They Stole a Milion. 

If you were looking out for those Magic Bytes tiles that Aviolasott 
were planning to publish over here, don't despair: Gremlin now have UK 
rights to the games, with the first of them — Vampire's Empire- reviewed 
this issue. Stay tuned for Paranoia, The Pink Panther and others in the 
very near tuture. 


Rainbinfs Verminator (p 
by Chris Hinsley), has 





‘SYDNEY CLAIMS 
Since hetr management tuyo. omer CRL bude label Power House 
have sped a png dod i cong amer Vancouver based 
canes programmers Sydney Development Corporation. Under he deal 
Power House get o sel od Sydney es Ika Spectum Dantustrs ard 
сө BCS Ошен tor Tyres. Stangoy er res release on е subject 
|| desert me games as сопу successiu ow many years ago ie 
| recently, guys? - and came with а photo of Sydney Opera House. Either 
thoy dort too where Vancouver s or theyre nying obe nn 
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FNews 


US GOLD 
GO ACE 


for advanced computer 
‘entertainment, that is. Full-price 
software houses need to spend 
longer developing games so that the. 
resulting products are better. Dont 
just take our word for it: listen to the 
‘software houses themselves. At the 
Platoon launch a couple of months 
ago Ocean boss David Ward 
explained how his firm would be 
concentrating their efforts on fewer 
ties in order to raise the quality. 

For one of the country's largest 
software houses to make that kind of 
decision is good news, but Ocean 
aren't alone: now games giants US 
Gold have followed suit. As product 
marketing manager Richard Tidsall 
‘explained, "This year US Gold will 
have 20 mainline tiles excluding 
compilations, compared with around 
30 last year - though there wil also 
бе six Capcom conversions and 10 
Rainbow Arts tiles marketed and 
sold in their own right.’ This drop in 
output will allow an emphasis on 
ine tuning the games, he added, 
coupled with extensive playtesting 
and - the best news of ай for many 
ACE readers - a ‘massive invest- 
ment in products for 16-bit 
machines. © 





Microdeat are one of those sott 
ware houses who dont set up a big 
hue and су about everything: yet 
they've been around in the 16 bit таг 
ket as long as anyone, and have con 
зету tumed out some ol the most 
popular games for Amiga and ST. 
‘Amazing to think 

thal for years 
they were 
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Тнөсөтой мун expert Cali Fue gets т 
| spin a he op ofthe Tower and loss a e. 


TOWERING 
TELECOMSOFT 
ST Thrust, now sadly over- 
shadowed by Mrrorsoffs excel 
lent Oids, was one of a host of new 
games recently on show at the top. 
of the Telecom Tower. Other good: 
les included Stargider If on the 
‘Amiga (versions due out in June or 
July), Verminator (see story else- 
where), and Legend of the Sword: 
a graphical adventure featuring a 
combination of menu-drven com- 
mands and text entry. Star of the 
show, however, was undoubtedly 
an almost-inished version of Саг 
rier Command, showing а superb 
solid 3D display shitting pixels at 
an alarming frame rate. 

їп the fabled restaurant (no 
longer open to the public, alas) 
high above old London town, Tele- 
comsoft also brandished new logos 









IN BRIEF... 


for the three Bird labels and 
coughod up a lavish lunch lor 
those present Alter several glass: 
ез of vino the assembled hacks 
began fo wish the landscape 


around them would stay in one 
place — funny that, since the Tower 
only started to revolve AFTER the 
welcoming drinks. @ 





— 
UP, UP AND AWAY 


ACE co-editor Pete Connor 
looks more confident in the above 
pic than he feels — not surprising 
since journalists invited to share the 
pleasures of the high Ме with Major 
Wid Bir Stealey of Microprose 
came in for a litle more than they 
bargained for. Pete took to the 
skies with the American air-ace 








who claims to be an adviser to the 
Pentagon - and soon found himself | 





in a headong dive towards tema | 


firma, ending with a sharp pull-up 
and a 3G dose of centrifugal torce. 
Below you can see what he looked 
like alterwards — doing a good job 


ol holding back his breakfast. & 


= 


CASCADE RAF 
LICENCE. 


M you thought US Gold's people 
licensing (Charlie Chaplin, Marilyn 
Monroe elc) was wacky, how about 
the deal Cascade have just pulled 
ой: They've got the licence for an 
official Royal Air Force game. I's 
good news for injured RAF person: 
nel and their dependents ~ the 
licence fees paid go to the RAF 
Benevolent Fund — and Cascade 
are pretty chuffed too. In the US 
market where Cascade flight sims 
Асе and Ace 2 did зо мей, ће RAF 
are apparently regarded as an elite 
force - and that makes them a very 
marketable commodity indeed. ® 





















world-beaters with software for 
the...Dragon. A trip to the pic 
turesque seaside town of St Austell in 
the Duchy of Cornwall revealed 
Microdeafs history an what they've 
got up their sleeve for the rest of'88. 
Eagerly awaited by 16-bit shoot 
етир tans wil be Goldrunner 2 
Those who are fed up with the 
straightiorward scroller wil be 
Televed to hear that i's not just the 
same old thing as it's predecessor. 
‘elements of Delender creep in as you 
му to collect obects on your travels 
Ws exceptionally tast and smooth 
scroling, and looks as though it wil 
һе very playable when released in a 
couple of month's time. You wil also 
be able to buy a couple of scenery 
disk 10 prolong your interest - they 
should cost around £10. 
Leathemecks is Microdeals 
long-awaited combat game, reminis 
cent of Жал Warriors in its manic 
kling action. The main attraction 
here is the 4-way joystick adaptor 






ACE ON THE ROAD... 


First in a new series of roving mini-reports. This month we trip down to St 
Austell for a visit to MICRODEAL. 





ST Soco 


that Microdeal will be marketing for 
use wih the game; it plugs in the ST's 
parallel port and will probably cost 
‘around £6.00. While the idea is to co: 
‘operate, you can actually shoot your 
buddies in the Баск. алк hear them 
scream. 

While all he above programs are 
for the ST, Amiga owners should not 





despair; theyll all be converted. And 


this summer should see an Amiga 
version of Airball, the 3D arcade 
adventure that was such a big hit on 
the ST. In fact, John Symes says that 
‘Microdeal could well be moving away 
{om the ST and toward the Amiga ав 
а development machine over the 
coming months. Its a long way from. 
the ZXBO their first programs were 
writen for. © 








FNEWS 


STRIP POKER 2 (PLUS) 
Anco 
Amiga t1495dk 


Atari ST ti495dk 

If its female pixel flesh you want, 
then Anco hope lo have just the 
thing for you. There's a smidgeon of 
male pixel flesh too in the form of а 
small on-screen character that rep- 
resents the player - lose a hand 
against someone like the delectable 
Sam, and your on-screen represen 
tation sheds some clothes. 


? 





Spec £799cs t1299dk 
Amstrad С9.99с= £14.99dk 
MSX £7 990s 


Ancient Greece is the setting for this 
arcade adventure that gives the 
player the chance to battle it out 
With skeletons and minotaurs in an 
attempt to complete 12 temble 
tasks. Backdrops for the action 
include Greek temples and Hades — 
look out for itin the near future. 





MSX- Hercules 


STAR RAY 

Logotron 

Атда 19.950 

дайт £19.95dk 

This fast 'n' colourful shoot-em-up 
looks ever so slightly like that all 
time classic Defender — and why 
not? If this is the sort of blast 
youre after, look out for it some- 
ime in May 


MIGHT AND MAGIC 

Activision 

сыл £24,99dk 

IBMPC — £29.99dk 

For Fantasy role-playing fanatics, 
Might and Magic looks mighty inter 
esting. You've got 94 spells to cast 
250+ items to collect and use and 
over 200 monsters to deal with. If 
that's not enough youll have 
oceans to cross, mountains to cimb 
and castles to search. 
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Snippets... 


Up and coming 


CYBERKNIGHTS 
Spec £795cs £14.95dk 
Consider the пате R.T.Smith 


does it mean anything special to 
you? И you answered yes then 
chances are youre a Spectrum or 
Amstrad wargamer who has 
enjoyed some of this man's eartier 
works - Vulcan, Amhem, Desert 
Rats. t might come as something of 
а surprise to you then to leam that 
he's turned his attention to arcade 
style games - at least for his next 
release. Cyberknights is a one or 
two-player combat/platiorm game 
which comes as iwo separate pro 
grams. The first program allows 





les for your micro. 


your character to battle against 
other gladiators, while the second 
lets you re-design your own robots 
belore sending them into battle 
against either another players 
robots or computer controlled bad- 
dies. Cyberknights should be avai 
able now. 








STAR GOOSE 
ogi 

Amiga £19.95dk 

Atari ST ©19.950к 

IBMPC price undecided 


The Steve Cain and Kenny Everret 
duo ( Star Trek, Black Lamp) team 
up again for this curiously titled 
space shoot-em-up. Climb in your 
‘goose’ and fly through the tunnels 
and across the plains of Nom, blast 
ing away. There's not much here to 
stretch the old grey matter, but i is 
good, clean homicidal fun, watch 
ол for it soon. 





THE FLINTSTONES 
rand Slam Entertain 

Amiga £19.95dk 
Atari ST £19.95dk 


Spec їз 
CóU128 Е9.95с5 £14.95dk 
Amstrad  £895cs £12.95dk 


мах £8.95¢s 
Barney, Fred, Wilma, Pebbles — 
they're all here in this gaming 


adventure of classic proportions 
Fred's up to his neck in all sorts of 
trouble and ifs up to you to sort it all 
out. The 16-bit versions should be 
available first with the 8-bit versions 
coming close behind, 








Birds of a Feather 


STARGLIDER il 
Ranbir 

Amiga tussa 

Atari ST FMS 

Having chased the Egron forces 
away-from Novenia with a flea in 
their ear, Jaysan and Katra have 
volunteered (fools) o infitrate the 
Egron-dominated planet of Mira and 
ammihiale the Egron forces once 
and for ай – not to mention destroy 
heir beam projector which is 
trained on Novenia. Even getting to 
Mira is going to prove extremely dit 
ficult, but you should, be able to 
‘attempt the highly unikely ‘real 


soon now. Starglider I! is going to 
be the first game released to incor- 
porate the Argonaut Disc Loading 
‘System — the same disc will run on. 
both ST and Amiga machines. 


RETURN TO GENESIS 
Frowa 

Alarl ST - 1995dk 

Amiga — 1995dk 

This is the latest game trom the 
author of Goldrunner and Karate 
Kid П - Steve Bak. You're fying а 
craft over fantastic landscapes that 
are swarming with айел. There are 
‘obstacles lo hinder your progress 





that wil require lots of skil to nego- 
"iate. The ST version should be 
here shorty wit the Amiga version 
following shorty aer. 





ST- gend of he sword 
LEGEND OF THE SWORD 
Raintird 

AtwiST — 2495dk 
This new style of adventure game 
teli of the chronicles of Anar and of 
а magical sword and shield whose 
aura protected the inhabitants of 
Arar for many centuries. I's only 
because of an invasion by mutant 
‘humanoids under the command of 
the evi wizard Suzar that King Dar 
ius has summoned you and five 
‘others to find the enchanted sword 
and shield. The game boasts over 
300 individual cameo illstraons — 
which change according to the situ- 
ation — loads of inteligent charac- 
ters to interact with, and a highly 
"lexble interpreter. Legend of the 
‘Sword should find ifs way into your 
local stockist very soon. 
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Test Drive is diffe: 
standard of dr 


nt = a new 





ng simulation 
game. You're probably thinking 
"that's what they all say”. So 
don't listen to us. Read what 
Commodore User and Popular 
Computing Weekly said — 

“never have I encountered a 
game where the introductory 
screens make me want to play 
the game as much as this one". 
C.U. "...the graphics are out of 


this world. For any car enthusiast 





the game is essential. P.C.W. 


Tagg AMT 
гыл VL. 
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ELECTRONIC ARTS 





CCOLADE & TEST DRIVE АКЕ TRADEMARKS OF ACCOLADE. INC. CUPERTINO, CA. USA. IN EUROPE. ACCOLADE PRODUCTS ARE BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
ELECTRO ARTS LTD. WE PRODUCE HOME SOFTWARE ON А WIDE RANGE OF COMPE TERS, TOR A BROCHURE AND THE LOCATION Or YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST 
CONTACT: ELECTRONIC ARTS, 1-49 STATION ROAD. LANGLEY BERKS SLI IN. TEL SLOUGH. DEALERS PLEASE CALL 1075314090% 











HOW CAN SO MUCH FUN < 
BE CONTAINED IN ONE BOX? 


A colossal 
compilation of original 


gameplays and unique 
challenges brought together in 
one classic collection of action, 
intrigue, humour 


and entertainment. 

More fun... more excitement 
than even the most dedicated 
gameplayer can handle at 
any one time. 























Has your АСЕ card соте up trumps this month? 
There are 25 great prizes. 


For everyone who received a free ACE card on the cover о! last month's magazine, here's another great 
opportunity to win prizes. 
Using the same program as last time, just type in the 25 new 4-leter codes printed on this page. I 
the program converts опе of them into your personal number, you're a winner 
Ifyou missed last month's ACE, you can stil get hold of an ACE card - see the box for details. 


LOOK AT THESE PRIZES! 


ONE 1st PRIZE: АТАН! 52057 + COLOUR MONITOR 
The winning code: CIZW 


FOUR 2nd PRIZES: £50 of software — chosen from the ACE 
Special Offer pages 
The winning codes: BSVP - BUDS - CEFM - DFJZ 


TEN 3rd PRIZES: £25 of software — chosen from the ACE 
Special Offer pages _ 
The winning codes: АСЕ! + BOQB - EMII - АНОН. ATIB · AYNC 
+ EDTV - APAD - BUPO - COJS 


TEN 4th PRIZES: A year's free subscription to 
ACE magazine 
The winning codes: BIWT + DVLW + AFGD - BWOW + CUCG - AIOL 
+ ARER + CRZL + ATNO - EFXD 





HOW TO CLAIM A 
PRIZE 
Keine in ay we in 











шлу ы сат ае өөй уа кы pro ке чыл юы cadat 
жэ уя nc saron 

Post c: ACE CARO PRIZE CLAIM, 4 Queen Street, 

Bath BAI 1EJ Closing date or claims May 12th, 1988 


THE ACE CARD 


THE DECODER 
PROGRAM 





ч RA е ram 1d шй out дуг d 





C64, CPC, ST, AMIGA version 
ТО FOR А-1 TO 25:NPUT "Coóe".B$ 
20 B-OFOR C=1 TO 4:B«B«26 

30 D-ASCIMIDS(BS C. 1) 

40 IF D>90 THEN D-D.32. 

50 B-B+D-65:NEXT C:PRINT "Winning 
Number is" B.NEXT A 


SPECTRUM version 
10 FOR A«1 TO 25:INPUT "Code" BS 

20 LET B-0:FOR C=1 TO 4.LET B-B-26 
30 LET D-CODE B$(C TO) 

40 IF D>90 THEN LET D«D-32 

50 LET BeB+D-65:NEXT C:PRINT "Winning 
Number is":B:NEXT A 









TYPING IN THE PROGRAM 





AMSTRAD CPC 
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Shackled is available for: 
Amstrad CPC-Atari ST- 
CBM 64/128- 
Spectrum 48K/128K+2- 
Spectrum+3-MSX 


ORDERS 


The tension's mounting as these thoroughbreds prepare to get under way. 
Will the favourites turn out to be non-starters? If you're smart you'll check out 
their form and starting prices in a future issue of ACE – you wouldn't want to 





ser and proci plasma nand - ard 











| (CA You M sul comes compie wth Quat 


@ == 


То produce a follow up to such 
оп innovative and enthralling 
дате as Driller - ACE Rated 962 
(PC Version) would be regarded 
by many as а tall order. Incen- 
tive reckon theyve got the 
answer though with Dark Side. 
The game incorporates the 3D 
landscaping > 
Freescape, developed for Driller 
‘and is set on Evaths other moon 
Tricuspid. Your objective is to 


| STARTER'S 
| 
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lose your shirt on a bob-tailed nag, now would you? 


This action-packed flight sim for | -an F18 Ноте! and an F16 Fal- 
ihe Amiga gives the player six | con, both featuring digitised 
missions to complete in and | engine and weapon sounds 
Ground the San Francisco Bay | Were hoping to review this one 
area. You've got two planes to | next month - so don't miss out! 
choose between for the missions 


Tearing эй over Ве sea. This is a rear view of your pne and De irc carrier. 


























ч 
PREVIEWS" 
Өө... 
chance to play under flood 
This exploration/ puzzle game football games already avai- | lights, or even in the wind and 
forthe ST is set in the 21st contu- able for the 8-bit machines, but ain. Reviews will be kicking off 
ту and the player is in charge. theyre no good to you if you month's ACE - so grab 
А ан Б a semen Каң а 
Tos Vitis lo dettioy Pe iin to the rescue! This 16 bit soccer you never miss a 
whos to be found at the core of game gives the player the 
a karge radioactive installation. ү ала. 
You have to enter the instal шщ M ta 
tion on the lowest level and 
Clear the level of all radioactive ceed to the next level. Clear 
b contamination before you can enough levels and youll arrive | 
‘access the elevator and ро at the core. 
ау. | 
| 
out | 
tto | 
| TES 
| 
| 
ra 
e | 
nds 
s one 
out 





The Golin Gale Bridge. You woud’ blow it up wih a Sparrow - wouid you? 
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[3] SPY vs spy TRILOGY 


Spy Уз Spy Vol 1 — voted the best 
two player game ever designed. 
Vol 2 The island Caper — winner 
of several awards including 

дате of the year. 

Vol 3 Arctic Antics — А must for fans. 
of the original Spy Vs Spy games. 
Spectrum 48K/Amstrad CPO 
Commodore 64/128 cassette: £9.95 
Amstrad CPUCommodore 

64/128 disk: £14.95 


[3] SUPERSTAR ICE HOCKEY 
Voted the best sports simulation. 
of 1987 — Happy Computer 
Commodore 64/128 cass £9.95 disk £14.95 
Amigat2495 Atari ST £24.95 
IBM-PC + Compatibles £24.95 
IBM-PC 3%: inch £24.95 





A fully animated realtime tennis simulation. 
Play the US Open, Wimbledon etc. 
£24.95 Amiga only. 


Available trom ali good computer stores 

e mal order rom Databryte. 

Please make cheques and postal orders 
‘payable to Databyte. Al prices 
include VAT, postage and packing. 


pep 


15, Wolsey Mews, 
Kentish Town, 
London, N.W.5. 2DX 
Telephone 01-482 1755 
ҒАХ 01-267 1828 





(3) INDOOR SPORTS. 
Highly acclaimed sports simulation — receive 
rave reviews. A must for sports fans. Air 
Hockey, Darts, Bowling and Ping Pong. 
Note: C64 version does not include ping рой 
Spectrum/Amstrad CPC/Commodore 64/128) 
Atari XUXE cass (9.95. 
Amstrad CPC/Commodore 64/128/ 
Atari XUXE disk £14.95 
‘Amiga £24.95 Atari ST £24.95 
IBM-PC + Compatibles £24.95 
IBM-PC 34 inch £24.95 
I TASK mt 
"It really has to be played to 
be believed, 'm hooked" — Commodore Usel 
Commodore 64/128 Cass £9.95 disk £14.95 
[5] ST WARS 
"if you liked Starglider you'll love this game 
it plays better and it's much more fun to 
play, overall йз a much better game" 
Atari ST £24.95 








— 





GRAPHICS 


ompuler animation can take 
any one of а number of forms, 
most of which rely on techniques 
quite similar to conventional ani 
mation. Colour switching, sprites 
and blitter objects (bobs) are all 
basically processes giving the impression of 
movement in the pic (Le. across 
the face of the monitor). Theyre widely used 
їп almost all current entertainment software 
^ number of existing programs allow easy 
manipulation of sequences; Film Director and 
Aegis Animator t md Deluxe Video 
‘and Aegis Animator for the Amiga are per- 
haps the best known. These are really just 
mote powerful versions of bit mapped 2D art 
‘and animation programs already available 
for Bit machines. 

The mote advanced software now 
appearing uses а very different set of tech 
niques to give an impression of movement 
much closer to reality. The technique used is 
called Solid Modelling. This means that you 
отп construct а computer simulation of any 
solid shape, decide on colours. surf 
tures and pattern, position your 
and light sources, then render all ot it 
computer screen. Once a scene is rendered it 
is a simple matter to move objects. vi 






























These hearts bounce om gM io ef across he screen wth smooth precision Aaah aren hey cule? 





Computer graphics on the home micro have become much more sophisticated over 
the past few years — but still basically static and in 2D. 

Now, however, there's a new breed of animating software available for the 16-bit 
machines, and a new world has opened up for the graphics enthusiast. Brian Larkman 





looks at some of the latest techniques and packages. 


GETTING 





ANIMATED 


points or lighting and render again, eventu: 
ally producing а series of frames that сап be 
used to produce the etlect of animation. 

These techniques can be broken down 
into three main processes: object editing 
motion editing and rendering. All of the soft 
wore under review uses some combination 
of these to produce their end result, though 
some of the packages are much more ele- 
gant and simple about it than othe: 














OBJECT EDITING 

‘The heart of any process aiming to simulate 
the teal and solid world should be the object 
editor, where the building blocks are con: 
structed, formed and welded together. 

The computers view of the world is a 
series of points (vertices) where lines (edges) 
meet to define enclosed flat surfaces (faces) 
Joined together in various ways, these basic 















ing 
cubes 
These 
building b 
rings. wedges and cones = is normally avati- 
able to the object edi 
structed directly by the 
detining them when requested 

le working view the comput- 
е scene is ted of lines 
tame’ view. The solid model, with 
moved, takes some time to 
normal working the wire- 
frame is sufficient. However, even the wire- 
trame must be visualised in some way that 
makes editing and cor the object 
forward. 

The conventional approach - used by 
nets and architects - is to provide four 





























а front elevation. 
ап end elevation, a plan - facing, say, north, 
east and down respectively - and an ortho 

Knight Lore) view that can be var 


viewpoints or elevatior 

















ed the circumstances to show t 
all effect of the other three. Usually, this 
fourth view is for observation only. This 


roach is taken by both Cyber Studio and 
imate (though Cyber can provide 
at once). The great advantage is that 
any point can be defined accurately using 
at least two of the views - though the profu: 
images can be confusing initially. 

An altemative is to provide а single, 
unable viewpoint of the whole scene - 
her a conventional elevation or ап ortho- 
graphic view. Less confusing, but not so easy 
manipulate individual points with. A sin 
gle viewpoint is therefore better suited to a 
method that only enters ready made objects 
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for instance ~ а scene is composed and 
saved to disk. The first and last scenes might 
also be key trames. Once these have been 
defined the computer can automatically 
interpolate the trames between. 

Thus frame 1 might be of the ball at the 
top of its bounce, trame 10 at the bottom 
When itis most compressed and frame 20 of 
the ball back at the top. The computer 
would compose each of the scenes for 
frames 2 - 9 with the ball gradually becom- 
ing more and more compressed. This is not 
actually what is required, so another ‘key: 
frame’ is needed at perhaps trame 6 show- 
ing the ball uncompressed but just touching 
the surface that will compress it. Frames 7, 8 
and 9 would then be the inbetween’ stages 
before full compression for scene 10. 

Motion hierarchies are family trees of the 
paris of an object. Each part в named sepa- 
rately so that a motion path can be attached 
toit. Thus a finger can bend independently 
but must follow a moving hand, which must 
in its tum remain joined to а moving arm. 


RENDERING 
Once the computer simulation of the scene 
has been constructed it cun be rendered 
This involves drawing all the objects in the 
first rame from the chosen viewpoint, illumi- 
nated correctly and using the maximum 
mumber of colours. All the packages tested 
except Animator Apprentice and the Ray- 
Tracing modes of SculptAnimate did this by 
examining each face of each object in rela- 
tion to the light source(s), deciding which 
shade of its pre-determined colour it should 
be showing, then drawing that face. Each 
started the drawing at the faces furthest from. 
the viewpoint so that the last faces drawn 
would obscure earlier ones - а quick and 
effective form of hidden line removal 
Animator Apprentice is unique in home. 


‘computer animation in that it uses a ‘surface 


mapping technique to project any specially 
prepared flat artwork (including HAM 
Images) onto a contoured surface, meaning 
that a rounded object like a Соке Can can 
be shown in full colour 3D. SculptAnimate 





Colours on-screen 


The Atari ST is normally capable of showing 
олу 16 colours on-screen at once, so to allow 
lora range of shades across the surace, 
‘ach object can опу have а limited number ol 
colours, usualy 2 or 3. The Amiga can show 
32 colours at once in its normal ю-гев mode, 
and allowing for a range of 6 or 7 shades 
Across a surface this stil only gives a basic. 
Your colours lor any object. Nevertheless, 
ome remarkable results can be achieved with 
‘oth the ST and Amiga in these modes and 
ток алтабоп software available s limited to 
this small palle. 

Most Amiga users are now aware that in 
 Hokd-and- Modi mode ali 4000 colours can 
e placed on-screen. Rendering a surface 
using all these colours would allow smooth 
‘shading and full photographic colouration of a 
scene. Animator Apprentice and SculptAni- 








‘mate both take advantage of this mode in very 
diferent ways to provide full colour images. 





Delta Compression 


Animation uses up vast amounts of memory, 
both within the CPU and on disk. To animate 
1 second requires approximately 25 images, 
which would occupy ай of one disk or almost 
‘1Mb of memory. I he animation is recorded 
to fim or video this is not a problem; if itis to 
be played back in real time (RAM animation) 
sufficient information must be stored in RAM. 
for several seconds’ worth of frames to be 
reconstituted quickly enough for smooth ani- 
‘mation. Ай 30 animation packages use Delta 
Compression, which involves recording the 
fist frame in full followed by just the parts of 
the image that change in the subsequent 
frames. This allows more frames to be stored 
in RAM and for them to be displayed very 
quickly. 











uses another common technique from the 
computer graphics industry called Yay-trac- 
ing’. The colour of each pixel on-screen is cal- 
culated by tracing a тау back into the simu. 
lation model: 1f a solid surface is reached the 
colour, lighting and surface texture of that 
spot are used to calculate the value of the 
pixel. Adjoining flat faces are made to look 
curved with a smoothing algorithm 

А new version of Forms in Flight due to 
appear soon should also use HAM, though in 
what form is not yet certain. Quantum Paint 
(trom Bidersoft) has shown that it is 
also possible to provide 4000 
colours on the ST. The technical 
problems may prove insurmount- 
able but it seems at least possible 
that the ST could also be made to 
provide full colour. True ST Yay- 
tracing’ would then be possible. 


FORMS IN FLIGHT 

Micro Magic 

£50 - avalabie rom те Amga 

Certre,Scotana 
Had this package appeared in this 
‘country а year ago it would have 
been hailed as a masterpiece, AS it 
stands it sticks out litle from the 
Cument crop of animation pack- 
ages, partly because of ће lack of 
promotion and partly due to the 
lockiuste and boring manual 
which doesnt give the reader a clear idea of 
the range of facilities available. Neverthe- 
less, it is capable of a number of excellent 
feats and в in some ways easier for the 
novice to comprehend. The use of one view 
ata time on a clear screen may frustrate the 
experienced, but it is straightforward. The 
similarooking pulldown menus offer the 
greatest imitation in use - some ‘on-screen’ 
gadgets or icons and а bit more colour in the 
menus would have made the interface much 
easier to use. Overall the object editing tools 
е adequate 

Global animation is accomplished for 

each object by selecting й, then using menus 
to define the movement required during a 
Particular block of frames. A hierarchy of 
names сап be established to ensure that 
* fingers follow hand follows arm... In other 
words, groups of objects can be joined and 


GRAPHICS" 


moved either together or separately. Even 
the ‘Camera’ can be attached to this motion. 
hierarchy’ to produce pan and zoom. Key- 
frame animation and transformation of 
objects does not seem to be possible. 

2, 4, 8, 16 ог 32 colours can be used for 
rendering the final images, though some 
problems are caused if the minimum 1Mb 
system is used. Depending on the complexity 
ot the scene, rendering can take пот a few 
minutes to several hours. Each frame is delta 
compressed so one disk can hold quite a 
large animation. The two major complaints 
about rendering are that frames cannot be 
saved as ІРР files for use in other programs 
and, conversely. pictures from other paint 
programs cannot be used as backgrounds. 


ANIMATOR 

APPRENTICE 

Hashnique 

£195 - avaiable тот the Amiga Селге, 

Scotland 
By far the quirkiest of the current crop of 
packages. Its author, Martin Heath, describes 
it as an ‘organic animator’, because its espe- 
cially good with organic objects such as 
humans, planis and animais rather than the 
usual smooth globes, glossy surfaces and 
geometnc shapes. A flavour of the method 
‘used can only be gained by trying it out - 
difficult because the main program is expen- 
sive and the manual is rather disorganised 
‘and dificult to use. There is a simpler (and 


I shou’ ae long о have the ACE logo spinning round We ght my - with a 
эте мо ar know ow. 


cheaper) version - Animator Junior (£52). 
The technique used is surface mapping, 
The front, side, top and bottom views of each 
object are first drawn using а digitiser or 
drawing package (even HAM drawings). An 
object can be a limb, finger, flower, any- 
thing - though complex limbs are more 
mobile if broken down into parts. Each sur- 
face pattern - skin, feathers, bark, etc ~ is 
projected onto the smooth underlying sur- 
face. The resulting object can be chore- 
ographed with all the other parts in much 
the same way that other packages move 
objects using а heirarchy of names. 
Like VideoScape, Animator Apprentice 
| diso uses individual module programs -а 
fresh program is started for each stage of the 
animation. Here, the system seems to work 
reasonably well, though ifs still not a very 
| elegant solution to the problem. Objects are. 
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Tha ge tsp 


edited in the Sculpt section then the various 
parts are put together as ‘stick бше charac 
ters. The local and global movements each 
character can undertake are then set using 
Motion and Director, the action previewed 
sing Rehearsal, then the full animation ren- 
dered with Record. The result can be viewed 
with the Display program. Backgrounds can 
only be included using a genlock 

Overall, the system seems to work rea 
sonably well, though to get good, consistent 
results will take practice. For flowing anima- 
tion of complex, textural forms in 3D this is 
probably the only package of its type in the 
"world. Developed to better use the Алуа 
system of gadgets and windows. it would be 
superb. At present it is rather quirky. 





VIDEOSCAPE 3D * 

Aegis 

£119 - avaiable trom Precision Software 
Some of the fist and best 3D animation 
demos for the Amiga were produced by 
‘Allen Hastings using software he had wrt 
ten, now available as VideaScape 3D - cur 
rently amongst the best known package for 
the very reasons that Forms in Flight is not, ie 
‘good presentation and packaging. While it i5 
certainly true that Videoscape can produce 
excellent animations, its not an easy or ver- 
satie package. User friendly it is not 
Designed in а modular system supposedly 
easy to add more facilities to later, the sys- 
em seems confusingly ragged and bitty. 
especially in the inital, object editing phase. 
Objects are created in one of three programs 
that hark back to MS DOS cr BBC packages 
of three years ago. simple lists of choices 
with litle or no feedback. For any complex 
‘objects the only method available is by cre- 
ating in the correct order (clockwise from 


24 Advanced Computer Entertainment 


their visible side), an impossible task 
novice. 

Motion and transformation of objects are 
both possible using key-fames and inbe- 
tweening, but once again the motion files 
must be asci text files; very laborious. Fore- 
ground and background pictures сап be 
added providing they are drawn using 
Videoscapes standard 32союш palle 
Frames are saved in Delta compressed form. 

Overall, Videoscape 3D is intended for 
the advanced user, in whose hands many 
fine animations have been produced. To get 
the best out of the package takes many 
hours of hard work and tedious list writing 
especially in the object editing department. 
The manual is reasonable but it has an uphill 
struggle against the complexity of the soft 
ware. 





the 





CYBER STUDIO 

Antic 

£89 95 - available from Electric Distribution 
So far, ой the packages mentioned are for 
the Amiga. Better than any of them, certain 
ly in ease of use, is Cyber Studio for the ST. 
Originally developed as a CAD package, the 
object editor CAD-3D 20 is an excellent 
example of the balanced use of windows, 
icons and menus. The working interface 
shown in the illustration provides an easy-to- 
understand drawing desk, which does tend 
to waste a bit of space that could better be 





Here we ar, woud he ight wy. 


used on a larger drawing area. The picture 
of SculptAnimates working areas shows that 
only very small gadgets around the win 
dows ате needed. Nevertheless CAD-3D is 
very easy to work with. 

The’ excellent manual takes the user in 
easy stages through each part of the pro- 
gram. Micro Magic. Aegis and Hashnique 
could ай learn something by reading this 
guide. namely that most people could pro- 
duce good animations on their home сот. 
puter if they had a decent tutorial, even 
when the software is not very user friendly, 

Animation can be produced directly 
from within CAD-3D by saving each frame 
Gs it is rendered, making changes on the 
hoof, Smooth motion is aided by the use of 
‘multiple exposure’ sequence files that dis- 
play ой positions of an object in motion as it 
fron. Frames are saved as Delta com- 











(Cybermate animation editing language that 





comes with the package. This provides a 
wide range of facilities including key-frames 
and in-betweening, special effects. lap dis 
solves and even sound effects. Unfortunately, 
these facilities are not readily available 
wihout learning the Cybermate language, 
which makes sophisticated effects difficult to 
access. Nevertheless, Cyber Studio is one of 
the best animation packages on any 
machine. It has been well developed and 
modules for more sophisticated effects are on 
their way. Libraries of ready made parts such 
аз spaceships, robots and human skeletons 
Gre also available. Highly recommended: 
but note that it requires an ST 1040. 





Byte By Byte 

£110 (requires Sculpt 30, £69) - available от 

Ine Amiga Centre, Scotland 
The best package was the lost to be 
received, and fortunately the last to be test. 
ed. Once anyone with any interest in anima: 
tion starts to use SculptAnimate 3D they will 
never want to use any other package. It is. 
quite simply the best piece of software so far 
written for the Amiga - very powerful and 
yet simple to use, producing superb images. 

The object editor has just three windows 
showing front, side and plan views. Around 
each are gadgets, simple developments of 
the standard Amiga window tools, allowing. 
selection. rotation and movement of objects, 
plus panning and zooming of ће 
view. Pulldown menus provide all 
other facilities. 

‘Motion editing takes place in the 
same windows as object editing, by 
means of motion paths, splines 
(smooth curve devices), key-trames 
and object/motion name hierar- 
chies. 

Any resolution/number of colours. 
con be used in rendering. which 
can also be at four levels of accura- 
cy: wirerame, painting (equivalent 
to VideoScape), snapshot (simple 
ray-trace) or photo (full ray-trace) 
Foreground and background pic 
tures can be added. All images 
(frames) сап be saved separately as 
IFF tles and also delta compressed so as to 
Бе played back trom RAM. 

SculptAnimates only real fault is that 
there is no Undo, This does not seem to pre- 
sent much of a problem, @ 


о) SCULPTANIMATE 3D 





N.B. A special thanks to Martin Lowe of the 
Amiga Centre, Scotland (031 557 4242) for pro- 
viding software and invaluable technical advice. 


The Verdict _ 
For ST owners who want to take 3D 
‘Cyber: 




















| FARCADES 


WELCOME 
BACK, PAC? 


Some very old game styles are back in vogue in the | 
arcades. Do the manufacturers assume we just can't get | 
enough of the stuff? Or are they running out of ideas? 


=o 
| PACMANIA 
| Namco Price 30p 


| и the names Clyde, Inky, Pinky, Funky, 
Blinky and Sue make you break out in a cold 





Pacman 

either loved the games or hated them, and it 
| you loved them, well, you were hooked for 
good. 


| Seven years after his first appearence 
he's back. Now hes in stunning 3D and has 
детті how to jump. The plot hasnt changed 
one ioa in all this time so youve stil got to 
| clear each screen by eating all the power 


| nowadays you can actually run toward the 
ghosts, and bounce over them. 

И youve been waiting for Pacman to 

| became popular once again ( you probably 








Tearing away trom a ghost Time о turm and bounce? 
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EXZISUS 
Taito Price 20p 


Furious fire button action is your only hope 
urvival in this horizontally scrolling s 
'em-up. The game comes complete with a 
tried and tested arcade formula: fly y: 
man through wave after wave of attacking 
aliens, pick up the benefits for more firepow: 
er and deleat the end-ot-level guardian. 
You've got a standard trontiring gun 
plus bombs to start with, and both are acti 
1 with the same fire button. Bombs 
























come in jolly handy for destroying the few. 
but annoying, ground based installation: 
троі that appear throughout the game 


conceal extra benefits: shoot the 
collect the resulting letter. The benefits v 
‘according to which letter you pick up. An L 
graces your gun with laser tire, while an F 
gives the player super fast quick fire. Holding 
down the fire button and the button thats 
located next to it on the cabinet results in 











wear platform shoes and flares, di 


then B 








ada 





(op! Eren bouncing сип save yo sometimes. 


ARCADES 








On Be fr stage Fortunately you've gol a droid io make бе job a 
Rie easier. 





mode being activated - very 





y if youre in a tight spe 



















ery to crash into so your only worry is 
destroying the al ater, Salamander 
type tentacles that cannot be ye 
appear from 4 ceilings ust 



















u have t 


hit them 





dodged. The 
tough to defeat, as 





ash of features 
cade games, wi 
Its stil playable and addictive with 
а. but it doesnt do 
Rype or Sala- 





mander. 


Up көн an endcere guardan. Pump fe e s usas you can 


BLASTEROIDS 
‘Another old favourite given a new lease of Ме 
is Asteroids. The '88 version gives the player | 
the chance to switch between three craft at 
the touch of a button. One of the craft is tough 
and can withstand a few bashes from the 
new, Мед-п rocks. The next cratis nol so 
tough but has a higher rate of fire and the 
‘third craft is very weak but very fast, Tactics 
are now the order of day; decide which craft 
to use in which situation and hopefully you 
сап clear the sector of not just the asteroids 
‘but the swarming alins that now make thelr 
appearance in the дато. 





VIGILANTE 

Here's another collaboration of game styles: | | 
Kung Fu Master moets Renegade and Dou: 

ble Dragon tor this beat-em-up. Same old plot 

= punch or kick the bad guys and defeat the 

gang leaders. You've gol extras lo pick up in 

the shape of rico sticks elc bul once ag 
међе seen it ай bolora. 














CYBER TANK | 
Опе of the newest machines to offer some- 
thing diferent o the player is Cyber Tank. 
The game comes in a huge matt green cam- 
ouflaged cabinet and is one ofthe first of he | | 
new co-operation games to hit the U.K. Two 
players are needed to control your tank. One 
is solely concemed with the driving, and so. 
has two joysticks to operate and the other 
player stands to the right of the driver on a 
‘small platform and іп charge of the weapon- 
ту. That should create some ively discussions. 
in the arcades as to who controls what. Watch 
‘ut fora full review of the game in a future 
issue of ACE. 














‘Advanced Computer Entertainment 27 








PA TIN за ж», 


Ne [ees | 








ХЕ ЛЕГЛТЕТҮЖ ЛСТ 
[727 ЖУ 266'8 wmuoaas 
P66'61 1smviv — P66'LL266'6 ТТ 


"uonezyap sno paKonsap зәцзүш [{_ 
uobaez 321295 зәјшәчә aya UYM ем. 
Guneasenap ayy aouys эзе aney sita ua, 





ПМ SHINS ОЗАТА FHL JO SINVIO 











i MSX £7.99 Cassette 
e. BLOOD BROTHERS 

1 
1 19.98 Сомепе - 459 Disk 

д>. 
KG £9.99 Cassette - £1499 Disk 
€ fe SPECTRUM лик 
aS k SPECTRUM +3 £12 9 Disk 


Gremlin Graphics Software Ltd., Alpha House, 10 Carver Street, Sheffield S1 4FS. Tel: 0742 753423 





SPECIAL™ 


What have the highest ACE-rated game ever, Atari's supercharged 
ABAQ and a Spectrum-compatible micro for the Third World all got in 
common? Cambridge, that's what! The city of dreaming spires and 








glittering prizes is home for some of Britain's top programmers and 
hardware designers – not to mention several major micro industry 
landmarks. 


SILICON 
SPIRES 





п the boom years of 1982-4, Сот. 
bridge was the centre of British micro 


name 
Machines like Sin 
hailed as Silicon Fen’ the UK's ans: 
toon Valley, no less. The golden age didnt 
last, Асот now Italian-owned d 
the mass market, while 
по more than ап Amst 
Other, smaller firms didnt make it 
the bad times at all. But dont 
Fens dead and gone: not it. Out 
the limelight, Cambridge is ng its bit 
Ib shape the future of the micro business. 










A MICRO FOR THE THIRD 
WORLD 
The lost new 





er design. the 32-bit Ar 
educational market. The next Cambridg 
mico will also be aimed at 
бее the similarity ends. The forthcoming 
Mies Gordon Technology machine - tenta 
lively named SAM - may be a lot of things, 
but state-of-the-art it aint. 

MGT arent exactly а household name 















but in Spectrum hobbyist circles they ve built 



























designed 


the 





ular reason why that should cause problems. 
It all goes according to plan the machine 

wil have 256K of RAM, builtin networking 

and a price tag of around $100. Its four differ 


‘The SAM prototype. The nearer bor is he compu sett. wnae 
‘he more catered ore in Te background hands he video fog 
sl be replaced by a single custom chip he fished machine 





ent graphics modes will allow 80 column text 
1 attributes (like an MSX) or a 
een with no attributes at all 

hine like SAM will sell is 
license produc: 
and the Middle 
n ~ to which end itll 
far better Basic than the 5рес- 
- as well as manufacturing and 
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selling it here in the UK. But wont the 16-bit 
boom seriously damage SAMs chances in 
Britain? People dont need that kind of power 
Alan Miles argues. Їз like using a racing car 
to drive round to the shops. What people 
need in schools is а cheap micro you can 
network easily: that way you can buy a 
whole classful of them and connect them up. 
together 

There are other possibilities for a cheap, 
networkable тісто of course. Multiplayer 
games would be particularly suitable: the 
Spectrum compatibility means that games 
programmers know how to make the 


SPECIAL™ 


made quite а splash. Elite was originally а | 
BBC game, conceived and written in Cam- 
bridge: sales on &bit formats have been 
spectacular, earning authors David Braben 
and lan Bell a small fortune. Now there's а 
PC version in the shops, with ST and Amiga 
versions waiting in the wings. 

Thrust was also a Cambridge game, as 
you might have guessed from its strong 
physics flavour. Author Jeremy Smith chose | 
the -X-SHIFT control keys to match those on 
Acomsott's version of Asteroids, but the same 
‘mangement crops up in the very Thrustish 
Olds (reviewed on page 44) so the game's 


Secr, te fr па bg 
reo hes stars fom Pe 
of мов merchants Peter 










‘ST ARON Ther are st the cipping and combat rovtines соте - e ile needs бинин Io! - bul already e game's looking very 


machine perform, and with a £100 price tag 
you could actually afford to get a few of 
them within a cable-length of each other. 

The SAMS chances os a mainstream 
machine arent great, it must be said. Price. 
rises to one side theres a heavy trend 
towards 16-bit machines, and not without 
reason. While the 780 might be perfectly 
adequate for productivity - the Amstrad 
PCW and the 288 are fine examples here - it 
really cant cope with the sort of demands 
modem computer entertainment makes. A 
year or maybe 18 months ago it might have 
been a very different story, but 18 months is 
а very long time in the home computer busi- 
ness. 


GAMES INTO THE NINETIES 
Although Sinclair Research more or less cre- 
ated the UK games market with the Spec- 
trum, Cambridge programmers have always 
leaned towards the city’s other micro giant. 
Acorn. The BBC Micros hobbyist, academic 
leanings made it the first choice of most stu 
dent hackers, but this tended to shut them 
out of mainstream games writing as the 
Spectrum gained the upper hand. Some 
have carried on writing for the Beeb howev- 
er, and when the resulting games have 
made it across to other formats its usually 


clearly done some influencing itse. 

With the arrival of the Archimedes 
Асот fans are coming into their own again 
The Archie isnt а major games micro and 
probably never will be, but the power and 
memory size of the 32-bit powerhouse mean 
that games developed on it will typically | 
convert well to the ST and Amiga. Take 
Zarch for instance, the highest ACEyated 
game ever: so far only available for the 
Archimedes, il soon be available for the ST 
and Amiga. Author David Braben’s doing the 
conversion work himself, and already has 
the ST hoverplane flying, The finished game 
wont be quite as satisfying to look at as its 
Archie cousin - no surprises there ~ but the 
latest ST version nuns at а healthy 15 frames 
per second ог so. By 68000 standards, this 
опе sings and dances 

Visually, the main loss compared to the 
Archie stems from the STs smaller palette 
and fewer on-screen colours. The Archie's 
phenomenal 80K display offers 256 colours 
оп screen at once out of 4096, allowing 
Zarch to use ‘depth-cueing - а system where 
the landscape gets darker as it recedes into 
the distance. Depth-cueing makes the game 
intensely realistic, but with only 16 colours | 
ой of 512 the ST just isnt up to the task. 

Neither, surprisingly enough, is the 
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Inthe backgroud keeps the whole hg co! 
Amiga. Though the practical maximum (32 
colours out of 4096) might sound like 
‘enough, Amiga Zarch will actually only use 
16 colours on screen at once - and will still 
run slightly slower than the ST version. The 
blitter simply isnt suited to the sort of tasks 
the game involves, it seems. so the 68000 
has to carry the whole burden. Ts the set-up 
time; Braben explains. The bitters very fast 
‘once it's working on а problem, but it takes 
so long to get the thing going that overall its 
slower than the 68000. In other words, the 
Amiga's no better than an ST for this kind of 
thing: in fact ifs slightly worse if anything. 
the STs 68000 being а slightly faster animal. 
‘Surprise of the month? That'd have to be 
the possibility (and that's all it is at the 
moment) of Spectrum Zarch. Granted the 
very idea sounds ridiculous, but from a few 
backot-an-envelope timings it looks like it 
‘could just work. As for the colour limitations, 
you can work those out for yourselves = 
Other things solid and 3D are also afoot 
in Cambridge. in the form of Conqueror 
Written by Jonathan Griffiths but using 
Zarchis 3D display routines, this tank warfare 
title made an appearance in ACE issue 45 
Game of the Future special. Ifs about to 
become a game of the present now, thanks 
to the Acomn-orientated Superior Software, so 
you'll soon be able to drive out in your 
734/76 to take on those enemy Panzer Ш>. 
There are a good range of other tanks to try 
‘and you can choose just how strategic the 
games going to get - assuming you con 
‘actually attord the hardware to run it on. of 
course, 


Jack Lang, ead of Perihelion Sofware, shows off an АВАП "arn 
‘ar. Pg his in and youve got fe mes е processing power 
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At present Conqueror has to be one of 
the most exclusive games commercially 
available: ifs only out on the Archimedes, 
and not any old Archie either. Youll need a 
310 or 410 series machine to run it on. so 
buying game and micro together would set 
you back rather more than $900. ST and 
Amiga owners will have io wait a few 
months for their versions of the tankbusting 
еріс - latest word is that they'll be published 
Бу Activision - but A305 users may as well 
start grinding their teeth now: it looks like the 
‘game just wont fit into the smaller Archie. No 
sniggering at the back now! 


SILICON FEN MOVES ON 

Once upon а time, a Cambridge based firm 
by the name of Camputers used to build а 
home micro called the Lynx. The Lynx could 
have been a contender. as they say, except 
for a few little quirks — it wouldnt scroll the 
screen once you reached the bottom line, 
that kind of thing. To cut a long story short. 





Xing he man bind ABA тйл operating syn. 
ние. 
Computers eventually stopped producing 
the Lynx and shipped out. They were only 
the first casualties of а tough winter: poor 
Xmas sales convinced City analysts that the 
micro boom was over, badiy damaged Oric 
(the Atmos people) and drove Acom into the 
arms of Olivetti 
‘Camputers may be gone but their offices. 
behind an expensive restaurant on Cam- 
bridge's Bridge St, are stil in use by the com- 





putet industry. Now theyre home to a rather 








higher form of technology mind you: Perihe- 
lion Hardware are busy there, building the 
ABAQ workstation for Atari. The Transpuler 
technology driving the ABAQ is а long. long 
way ahead of the Lynx 280: it represents a 
whole new stage in the evolution of compul- 
ers, and ABAQ sees it one stage nearer to 
reaching home-micro form. 

ACE caught up with Perihelion in an 
‘exam hall on the University’s New Museums 
Site, at a recruiting fair for computer science 
undergraduates. Colour demos written by 
Inmoss Phil Atkin proved to be crowd-pullers 
but only hinted at the machines true power, 
After ай. ап ABAQ picture in half a million 
colours doesnt look that much better than an 
Amiga one in a mere 4096. The million-pixel 
black and while display gave a rather better 
idea of scale, А 160-column, 120 line text 
screen is impressive but not mind shattering: 
after all, 1280x960 pixels in mono isnt that 
much better than the resolution some Macin- 
tosh set-ups can manage - but the compar 
опу deceptive. Its only the monitor that's 
black and white; the ABAQ could comfort- 
ably manage 1280x960 in 16 colours, Thats 
almost 20 Atari ST game-screens at a glance. 
and the ABAQ got the power to handle that. 
much display tco. 
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As youll know if you read Game of the 
Future in ACE issue 4, the beauty of Trans 
puters is the way they can cooperate ой 
tasks, sharing the work between them. If onê 
‘Transputer cant do the job fast enough. you 
сап plug more of them in Ш your machine 
got the power it needs . The ABAQ ĉan tai 
up to 12 Transputers on plug-in Зат сак 
in addition to the one it starts with and sil 
run exactly the same software - only faster. 

Tim King, the man behind AmigaDos, i 
now head of Perihelion Software. He's conti 
dent that Transputers are the way ahead 
‘All traditional micros have an absol 
upper limit on their speed - the speed 
light, in fact! If you want to get any faste 
you've got to start using processors in рах 
- and the Transputer was designed from 
outset to be used that way. What wete 
ing to do is create а standard operating 
tem for the Transputer, in time for when 
really takes off Tim puts this point two 
or so in the future, but for now there 
be plenty of specialist markets to keep 
helion going ® 
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FSPECIAL 


Will there ever be a game in which the alien opposition 
actually evolves its own intelligence? Could Space Invaders 
learn to fight back? Simon Beesley is running scared.. 
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| =a SPECIAL™ 





| d Life 





Ше takes place on a grid of cells, each of 
which is either on or off. On a simple text dis- 
play, the grid may consist of rows and columns 
о! character spaces - the letter O’ represents 
a live coll and а dead cell is left blank. More 
‘commonly, the screen's pixels form the grid 
алд a live cell is one where the pixel is drawn 
in a foreground colour. 

Bearing in mind that each live cell can 
have a maximum of eight neighbours (including 
diagonal neighbours), Life proceeds according 
1o several simple rues: 


© a (ive) cell has two or three neighbours, it 
stays alive forthe next generation. 

© Any other number of neighbours means that 
the сөй dies. In the next generation, the box it 
‘occupies on the grid wil be blank. 

ө Three neighbours surrounding а blank box 
give birth lo а new cel. In the next generation 
the box will contain a new сей. 


Notice that what we're really talking about are 
‘simple graphical boxes on the screen, but that 
we have referred lo them as biological ‘cells: 
When you see a pixel-based Lile screen in 
action it is hard to think of them in any other 


way - further testimony іо people's tendency to 
personily what they see, seeking for real-life 
significance even in an inert computer viru 

To stan а game of Lile, you either lay 
down a pattern of cells yourself (using tho cur- 
sor, mouse or joystick). or let the computor ran- 
domly seed the initial Lie universe, The pro- 
‘gram then passes from box to box calculating 
whether ceils wil ive, die or be born, When it 
reaches the bottom of the screen, it displays 
the next generation, 

II the computer is fast enough to calculate 
new generations at a rate of, say, atleast wice 
а second. the screen action becomes animat- 
ed. Call clusters grow, disintegrate, colide with 
‘each other and form new patterns, and a whole 
Ше terminology has sprung into being to 
describe them. Some Ше objects move 
across the screen ( giders)), some evolve into 
stable unchanging patterns (‘stil Mes? others 
become ‘oscillators’ and go through a сусе of 
symmetrical patterns; a single cluster of cells 
‘may in tum generate hundreds of other shapes. 
betore finaly setting down. In short, the screen 
appears to take on a Me of its own. I's a micro- 
созт, rather lie looking at а speeded-up bac- 
teria culture under a microscope. 
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Steve Dawkins! book The Bind Watchmaker is 
the latest in a long series of publications 
inspired by the controversy surrounding Dar- 
wis Origin of the Species. This book was 
published in 1851 and his theory of evolution 
has been generally acceptod ever since as the 
‘only viable scientific explanation of Ме on 
earth 

Well, almost the only viable explanation. 
There is now a sizeable body of Creationists, 
mainly in the USA (and among them several 
residential candidates). who believe other- 
Wise. Extreme Creationists hold that God creat- 
ед the world and all its creatures in 4004 B.C, 
at the same tme cleverly covering His tracks 


by leaving fake fossil evidence of an evolution: 
ary process starting several thousand millon 
years earher. 

If you think that's weird, then wait ti you. 
catch up on the so-called Anthropic Principle, 
Broadiy speaking, this offers an interpretation 
^f modern physics which says simply that the 
alien on your monitor screen didn't exist until 
you spotted it. Leading on from this is the idea. 
"hal the world exists primarly to be observed 
and therefore, by implication, primarily tor 
observers ~ ie. us humans, Which takes us 
back to the Biblical idea of creation as a nurs- 
ery for mankind, but with more ‘scientific cre- 
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particular direction according to the player- 
selection. Its the player. rather than any 
process of natural selection, that makes the 
choice over which variation will survive 

Ih its genes to the next genera: 
tion, True evolution on the other hand 
(according to Darwin) is the process by 
which features favouring survival become 
dominant. In the most commonly given 
example, natural selection explains How 
giraffes acquired long necks: because long- 
necked girattes were better suited to reach: 
ing food at tree level, and so survived better 
than short necked giraffes 
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This is where, for us computer gamers 
the challenge comes in. Ifs been issued by 
Richard Dawkins and is startlingly simpl 
but has tremendous implications, The chal- 
the computer do the select 

ing; to build in а hostile environment which 
decides whether a biomorph survives or not 
"Ideally; he says, the environment should 
include ot ving biomorphs: preda- 
tors, prey, parasites, 

The evolution c 
thrown up the species best fi 
challenge — games programmers. Actually 
Richard Dawkins puts it rather differently 


but the gist of it is the same: They are 
already accustomed to setting up а ttle 
‘world in which creatures interact with each 
other. All they would need to do is introduce 


some random pertubation, to Darwinise the 


A GAME FOREVER 

This idea of Darwinisng a game has the 
most enormous implications mpuler 
entertainment. The main reason ACE intro- 
duced the PIC curve in ће п 

was the importance of lasting interest in а 





specia 





ution, would you be able to design a game 
where the game play took an unpre- 
dictable co 

Perhaps. as Lords of Midnight program. 
mer Mike Singleton speculates, the crea: 
tures that emerged from Dawkins’ software 
test tube could be used in games: you 
id actually sell а game that evolved 
with the player - to meet the player's skal 
level. In this case, the player would provide 
the hostile environment needed to select the 
fittest from the game's various software lif 
forms, 

More realistically. though, Mike Single- 
ton thinks that the world of the biomorph is. 
far too complex to be adapted to а game. 


156? 




































Too much processing power is called lor 
Dawkins challenge may have to watt fo 
the day when games are played on paral- 
lel processors. 


For the time being. programmers might 
like to try out another Singleton idea: а 
game based on multicellular creatures sim. 
ilar to Life's objects but with а new set 
rules. Different colours would represent sep- 
arate cell functions. Thus you would have 
egg-laying cells, motor cells to shift the lite- 
form across the screen, sensor cells, and so 
Natural selection can enter the game 
via competition with other lifeforms, and 
you can introduce mutation at the egg-lay- 
ing stage, possibly employing radioactive 
zones to trigger it off 
Programs like Life 




















Mike Singleton 





you start playing, its а battle between you oss the screen and 



















y ae à you dude Chrome and Steve Dawkins Bind Watch 
а litle RE re corpns ое отары epe | maker have ай established sound principles 
peach dm Узын сар А - шону con imteduce | Кт the generation of on-screen life-forms 
duce 77е RE Ка at OSM? | Despite Mike's scepticism about the possibii- 
ise the ОО сое а жю iios без of introducing into games at the present 
E پا‎ per id S PET time, here at ACE we reckon theres enough 
io welcome the litle devis with a bistenng tem deibed ob: | Раа и pec otek, 
t hail of laser-fire. There's a lot of satisfaction pages) isn't really а game >: E 
as the о 2 rus ыран 
m m hs, but it pales into nsgnfcance | at all Gfs more а spectator spor). There is | 7 whichever sotwore house succeeds in 
Е intro- beside the idea of а game in which the” | no interaction. and you can't win or lose. | Producing an d esed cad 





to make a fortune. Meanwhile, we suggest 
that you keep practising your laser tech- 
niques - so that when the opposition does 
start acting ир, youll be ready for them € 





E. "lens start altering their flight patterns, let | But could the ideas behind Ше and Watch 
one one in which they develop stronger | maker be applied to games design? By 

fepower and ambush techniques. А game 
lite that wouldnt just last а few months - 
you could stil be playing it in fifty years 
ше 

Unpredictability and the lasting int BLIND WATCHMAKER IN ACTION 
it generates is one of the 
makes Ше so fascinating. Fc 


the only way t ow a 

develop is to try i 

ple basic formulae in the game, Life en! 
Hosts have spent an enormous amount of 
lime exploring the Life universe. classifying 
Its objects and devising new ones. There is 
even a newsletter for enthusiasts called 
Lifeline. One ot the questions that occupied 
the pioneers was whether they could 
dave a pattern which kept on growin 
John Conway put up a $50 prize for the first 


sina 
Plutos, 






































person fo find such a pattern, It was collect Wen geting бап ci anche ew Ролан gerarons 
ed by William Gosper (of the MIT group of and osi ol mutations 1o 90 
Investigators) with the invention of the glid- 











er gun - it shoots out gliders every 30 gen. 
erations _ | Richard Dawkins’ program allows the user to define his own cell forms and then breed them, 

Many of the most interesting Life phe- mutate them, and study them throughout many generations. You can then save promising 
nomena, however, were discovered by life-forms (or "blomorphs') to disk for future breeding programs. Here are two stages in а 
Chance Spaceships, which are similar to breeding program - the final desired result is a bipedal being. 





gliders but bigger, were spotted when one 
ûf John Conway's colleagues noticed а 
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COMMODORE CASS £8,95 
4 DISK £12.95. 





ت حل ا 
CENTRAL STREET - MANCHESTER -M2 SNS- TELEPHONE 061 834 3939- TELEX 669977 - FAX 061 834 0650‏ 6 


COMPETITION" 


FREE FILMS FE 7 
FOR A YEAR! <= 


Tw Tr Sorge 
Three lucky winners will get 52 free cinema g 
tickets each, plus two superb Cinemaware 

jackets for the runners-up. 


Yess its rue. Just imagine = it's Friday evening WHAT YOU HAVE TO DO 
and here's a new film on at your local Cannon Cast your highly-rained e 
Cinema, Now you wont have to queue up like while stil below, taken ff 

оп. Decde whic! 

















everyone olse..in tact, you won't even have 





























pay! Just wander in like the star you are and grab which and enter the answer on the form provided. 
Thats it! Couldnt be 
ould й? Then | 
Test of your MEANWHILE, ON YOUR 
the form and COMPUTER SCREEN... 
post it to: ACE Stooges, 
4 Queen Street, BATH, it's movie time, thanks to Mirorsoft 


The shots above come from their latest Cine- 
maware blockbusters Rocke! Ranger (lo be 
(Д3. "eased in June) and The Three Sioopes 
п the shops any moment now). Cine. 
maware have already produced some 
stunning visual matenal in their legendary 
Defender of the Crown, recently con 
to the ST from the Amiga 
original and playing better than ever 
Rocket Ranger and the Three 
Stooges are thelr latest attempt to 
go even further with the ‘micro: 
movie’ concept, combining state- 
ofthe-an animated sequen-c 
with arcade action. 

The Three Stooges 

features the 
hero the black and 


ВА1 1EJ, to arrive not 
later than May 


verted 









the best seat in sight — and spend the 
entrance fee on a healthy bag of popcorn 

And not just one Friday, either. but 
every week for a whole year. In conjunction. 
Wih Cinemaware, we're offering three lucky 
Winners special vouchers for eni 
local Cannon Cinema, 52 in all 
how you like ~ take your loved one every tort 
‘ight. lor example, or gather together 51 friends 











nd them 














and bow hem all at once white screen in a senes of 
Even if you're not lucky enough lo get the odéobs, designed to 
в. hore are stil two superb Cinemaware raise cash for an 
Jackets to be won. These normally cost over £40 r orphanage. You have | 
ach, but more importantly they're по! exactly сий ю ge me team | 
common in the shops. We're talking exclusive =" through prize-fight 


gear here, and it wan't cost you a penny ing, pie throwing, 
and medical mayhem 


accompanied by digitised 


иин ылып HEF N » sound effects and voices trom the origi 
ENTRY FORM Кн Aur. шш cade 


sequences with strategy elements in a plot 





Name at varies ө: 
Ranger you 
Address. cue beautiful ladies and kidnapped scientist 


| 
л time you play. As Rocket | 
and seek out a powerful sample of the leg: 


ust deleat Axis warplanes, re 







indary Lunarium, which wil send your rocket 
moon for a final confrontation with the 








Tel. Ne baddi 





out a future issue of ACE for the 
definitive reviews ol these very promising 
products — Rocket Ranger wil be appearing 
A for the Amiga, C64/128, Atari ST. and IBM PC. 
at prices ranging from £14.99 to £29.99, with 
the same formats and price range for The 


Шел e ESS Tiss Bais 


Ithink that: Stooge A is 








Age: Under 12) 12-161 17-20" 21-2511 2635. 








fake the remaining cre 
solve the. 





SCREEN TEST 


Better put on gloves before handling this 
| month's Screen Test. We've got two of 
the hottest games we've seen for quite a 
while — Dungeon Master and Oids, both 
from FTL/Mirrorsoft. If you've been wondering 
what all the fuss about 16-bit megagames has 
been about, enlighten yourself now. Time, too, to 
à, find out the facts behind the fuss over 
the Hewson/Telecom-soft wrangle — 
Steve Turner and Andy Braybrook took 
their wares to the big BT — you can see 
what it was they had in their suitcases in our 
reviews of Morpheus and Magnetron. Amiga 
owners get pole position on the track this month 
as well, with Ferrari Formula One, a 
mouse-controlled racing sim that leaves 
very little to be desired, apart from 
actually owning the car. And 
once you've got a bellyfull of 
this month's goodies, don't forget to 
check out the latest conversions for 
your machine on the Updates pages. 


THE 











RATINGS way you can rov on tom. 


HOW they're calculated... 





























FSCREEN TEST 


GRAPHICS 6 IQFACTOR 7 
AUDIO 2 FUNFACTOR 8 


ACE RATING 969 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 
ACE RATED 


ar me ropes and youl be plying 1 al ye 








The contruction set йөз a amat A 


Val map sl a entm pant ne 
Pee now 


"Bre thane Мас make Me pane we! ie 
Vb o avit and th urit dor! мөр ete 





Mor wo gun ae ore anda соту иесін angs 
‘Ai are easy Those Os ed catering bui anong 1 
ut lf question t oua tractor are gone ard 
Your shld’ staring па out 








Aber тч урм bursts нени a swarm ol bullets an 
utes which wrecks your vp 
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RELEASE BOX 


ATARIST сіз 09 T NOW 





FOR EXAMPLE... 


Here's an imaginary screen from Olds to show just how complex things can get. Though we've 
(кеб this one up for demo purposes, you often will ind screens this bad, or worse 


ТХЕ 
16e lane hn tuions и yo 

FEA mai ne ios a SA и you 

Moy fe ar ree Oca gat cue 
Biel ou he ong ev ee Pom? 
‘Akan base res ead лита ant 
гот et Оу vo joe as Gt 
Pi wl ree Bong - or a groat dof vt 
fitr шол he bata төй 

EA раме yu omy 





FORCE DIAGRAM 
Astor |) 
B-Reden ho б 
Теа ou enpre 
Prey gat 








PROBLEMS, PROBLEMS 


Comparisons wih Firobird's Thrust spring ta. 
mind the moment you start playing Olds 
oven though ita garnotask is a lot closor 10 
Broderbund's oldie Спору = so its worth 
ong some of e points that sot tho WO 
арап. Aside trom the fact Mat i's а much 
smaller game, Thrusts higher gravity puts 
the emphasis heavily on contro. The volume 
and variety of opposition makes Ов far 
more of a shoot-em-up: just look at the vat 
ety of unpleasant twatures the game can 
throw at you 


T 
à 








Repulse sni ty 
ма тан ee co 


dap 
LH 


A Sphere Thrower: vene 
raan e Dag? оюу 











нав e 








Г 


rea met en рар ома Nay 


ТРТ 














тоз inv [of Pr! ys p e 


Ws Dore eye он 
^us Paw orange кетт. 
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SCREEN TEST 





АТАА ST - OF Rockers masquerading as a medic in this word and is desperate o colect hose palpitating hearts. Trouble is, most of em 


are sale behind wells Bul Ne were to dig a tune, ur 
тиу ust have sone success win та demolition wor 





Bond up Ал 





MELBOURNE HOUSE dig for treasure 








54 - Here's Rocky as rootin“ tote cowboy, desperate to сок 
shiny gold bulion. But those рвов whiring around can cause 
problems, Should һе tote t and go tul tit, or s here a more su 
te metho? 








-IBM PC Version 
Very wl implemented indeed. Rochlord tary races 
round the screen, whie the scroing is nice and | 
smooth. Why, ough. s there по ороп to redefine 
the hays? The Gotat the cursors pus space bar. 
and їз not very pleasant. There в a joystick opion, 
ti fs IBM олу 


GRAPHICS 9 IQFACTOR 9 
AUDIO 8 FUNFACTOR 8 


ACE RATING 832 





—  — 
RELEASE BOX 
LATARIST £19985 OUNW | 
IBMPC £19.98% OUTNOW | 

БЕЛ мине | 
SPEC ос OUT NOW 
CÓ 128 эх QUT NOW 























Spectrum Version 
Developed with the incredible procesing power of the 
Атда! may well be, but it stil looks Ike a Spectrum 
дате. Graphics are fine, and all the screens are 
there as on other versions. The problem ~ as with 
Boulderdash = is the scroling, ће Spectrum just 
can! handle it very well 1 you dont mind the jer 
ness, hough, I's good value at £299. 


GRAPHICS 6 IQFACTOR 9 
AUDIO 7 FUNFACTOR 7 


ACE RATING 720 


C64 Version 
Graphics are just а wea bit fuzzy on his version, so 
that Rockford inse isn't al that clear in his many 
guises while the treasures you collect are аво a Mle 
indsincı The sound в an audo equivalent ol he 
graphics Butt plays well enough 








GRAPHICS 6 IQFACTOR 9 
AUDIO 6 FUNFACTOR 7 


ACE RATING 720 








Atari ST Version | 
Very pretty graphics and псе sound. Ks а very 
sophisticated ресе of work - but you need to be à 
real tanto get you already have, say, Skulldpgen: 


GRAPHICS 8 IQ FACTOR 
AUDIO 6 FUNFACTOR 7 


ACE RATING 758 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 


soe and puzzlesome - bl just not original enough 








_ “рур ез. ere ne cp nc DG 
EX oun eC 4 Tams Bee r mer sa ши ы 








the 
: SINCLAIR 
< QUALITY APPROVED REPAIR CENTRE 
9 Will HOW ТО СЕТ YOUR SPECTRUM REPA 
Ч К is 
he Update Your Rubber 
› EY Keyboard to a 
Д Ses =f WHILE YOU ЕЙ бар 
$ ET WAIT SERVICE  forcanventeatoroniv£31.90. e150 
О == CALL FOR APPOINTMENT coy 


LIMITED OFFER 


ile you wait Spectrum repairs €22 50. 
Also spare parts over the counter 
+ Ai computers fully overhauled and fully 
tested before return. 
+ Fully insured for tne return jour 
developed by us Spectrum repiacement 
+ Keyboard repairs S rey Sultabletoralimakes. 
Ж 


^з] KEYBOARD 
ARE YOU ANOTHER CUSTOMER - fed up m 
waiting weeks for your estimate? 


Need your comput Number One Repair Spectrum keyboard 





at ik. 
excel 
suf 
ON-OFF SWITCHES 
Connor i "C FOR THE SPECTRUM 
or full тетог X ай kets inci AND SPECTRUM + 7 
Jno рәт, No теп extras whatsoever. We ORDER Ne 
— . Service as we nave thousands of customers from ali ov ү 1067 SPECTRUM 


EE EE SS Ira SPT 4 


URGENT NOTICE non be misled by adverts showing ‘between prices. A recent 

complaint against a Manchester repair firm, Mancomp. was upheld by the Advertising, 

Standards Authority on two counts. It had stated BBC repairs between €14 and £45 

then charged tne customer £85." Their guarantee policy was misleading as it did not 
make clear that all repairs were not covered. 


LEADS » 
cane ment] THE VIDEOVAULT COMPUTER B= een аа 
АКШ ТЕ отом NOW 00 DRESS штык ути yy 











New bigger catalogue now available containing over 2.500 items including sofware for all computers, Joysticks, 
f pare parts, business software, books, plus many more. Just send 2» 18p stamps for your free copy. Over 20 pages 
IU ull of top quality products delivered to your door by return post. 





[POST + PACKING 
ICHARGES UK ONLY| 


ovi 

POST + PACKING 
CHARGES PLEASE 
WRITE FOR 


(2 Manchester 061. 236 0376 while you wait repair centre only 
COPYRIGHT VIDEOVAULT LTD No. 789003 FAX NO. 04574 68946 





























SCREEN TEST 


ELECTRONIC ARTS put the pedal to the metal 


yuppie dreams of own 
Ғепап Testar 
essential personal organiser has been рш 
chased) but the sort of hardware y 
drive in this simulation is another m 
gether 
Formula One гасїп 
game, with the play 
seat. Participating in races is 
tion but there are other things thot need 


meas 
= 





ga 
(once the 



















namics have to be tested (thorough 
taris headquarters in Fiorano (pron. Fee-Oh 





Bun rubber Lats hope those months ot preparabon nave not been т ae 





how to angle the wings, how rigid tc 
the front and rear suspension, what 
табо to use and so on. 

Once the player has decided how to set 
up his car, the next step is to test if. You ge 
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The wid tunnel at Ferrari НО in Fiorano Alerlng ће ‘angle ot 
attack ofthe cars wings can seriously affect the cars handing 


ng sessions. Success here 
he players starting position 





ace over a dis- 


(r 2 п 


Each Grand Prix takes р 
tance of up to 300 kiome 
time game playing, whichever comes first), 
and with a t 6 to contest it will take 
youa › win your first season. Fer. 
rari Formula One is а superb racing game 
that will thrill fans of this geri 














Andy Smith 


Amiga Version 

The perspectve used throughout the game 6 уну 
Tealetc ~ you realy do get the impression that 
youre careenng around the окси! with about 20mm. 
between the tarmac and the soat ol your pants 
Sound eects, 100, are very good and help ю make 
ths а competing and extremely playable game wor- 
thy of shell space in any race fan's шу  * 


GRAPH 
AUDIO 7 


ACE RATING 856 





воспу 









































| NEVER 








FSCREEN TEST 














RELEASE BOX 
64128 D 








‘Blasting away и he nucleus bere you ve destroyed e эн number ol charge ortals s suce 


POWER AT SEA 


ACCOLADE tread water 


ЖУ 


OCTOBER 
















RELEASE BOX 


Co 





== MORPHEUS 


Conquer the universe with RAINBIRD 


jnt 
© Andy Smt 


C64 Version | 


9 IQFACTOR 5 
6 FUNFACTOR 6 


GRAPHICS 
AUDIO 


ACE RATING 772 





M tahes awhile for he game to reveal ts quality 








VAMPIRES 
EMPIRE 


MAGIC BYTES grab the garlic 


GARLIC‘ л 


RELEASE BOX 


ГТ” мон 
КОТИ” 

sec жа NIRS 

cum = 

5 жө 





PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 


ACE RATING 515 























IM ee Y m 


—M € 


СОЕ ье а 


SCREEN TEST 





LAWYERS 77: = з 


















Ranarama, ard its every bit as 
The plots simple en 
Stellies are endangering Earths spacefieet 
3o youve go! to disable the 
thet nuclear reactors down. As 
ло picnic. given that өс 
four reactor 
very unpleasant dete 
game with а deci 





ght enemy 


your 





hous 





but 





| see nd а wide range of 


night 







roids. You stant the 


dy KLP-2 droid 
h old time of it 





Smith 
h 
Unies you can bee 





you wont survive very long at 








ping am а 
through the büghters security sy 





tem and crue 


MAGNETRON 


Can FIREBIRD spare the rod? 


you can cannibal spare paris 
ют а new im droid with 
weaponry r power 

"depending on the type of droid 
-and youve stil 






































газы 





Ж дн ман! жан ا‎ 

sand йә. however, В 

En 

iim te pazio corp мш 
а! дн опу ta tm ro 

ее 


LIE зш wr 


Having successtuly grappled he P1 - you re P class row! - 
acortid ће reactor Pl al -3 ro ой and Ihe йш wil climb lo 
+ сетш he reactor 












tod explodes, taking you with эл Spectrum Version | 
1 n Соло arent qute as response as they mgt be 

Droids come in ditterent cate reactors 1 е g and here's the od bi о colour clash oo, bul by and 
gotes пот zero (strongest) not goin large fs good-looking atuti = and hombiy playable 
Aight (weakest - KLP-2s an є too! 


and the time limit for the КО ions 7 
pends on the relative s Ф сее 


own йо апа your target: attack а strong th great in mat AUDIO остов "s 
dio with a weak one and youll have very . tes 1 ACE RATING 904 
ite tme indeed t y 

Once youve mastered grappling ш р Г 
teady for the game proper. with it р andard р PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 
ston, combat 
game cred 100-plus isome 
have ramps, ledges ar 
Marble Madness style 


шдет 
rough 
amber 
g mi 
d tho 
lp to 
eplay. 
н has 
ething 














y Sith 












‘om! fll ott 
fil tcm one ledge to an 
‘ge in the process. In places, 
ties and steep slopes threaten to 
ош he edge. At frst these present ew prob- 
lens. but as you start disabling 
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SCREEN TEST 


ARKANOID 2 


Balls bounce back from IMAGINE 







fun, as Arkanoid 
s The Breakout 








keep 





penod: 


The game, just in 








break through 
the screen. These brick 





ous fiendish w 


them pretty tricky to destr dividual 


AMSTRAD Tre regenerating balis on the go, but ifs sl going 
tobea tough screen. 










PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 


GRAPHICS 6 IQ FACTOR 
AUDIO 6 FUN FACTOR 


ACE RATING 671 





SOKO-BAN 


Not-so-golden oldie from MIRRORSOFT. 


SOKO-BAN 2:* уо 2 
designed single screen 
mazes (and the ability to design almost 50 
more). Each contains а number of crates 
scattered apparently at random throughout 
the alleyways and an equal number of des- 
ignated crate-storage-spots Your task is sim 
ple - push the crates one square at a time 
round the meme unti they sit upon the spots. 
Оп maze number one this is pretty sim- 
ple, but by maze eight things are getting dis- 
tinctly tricky, The problem is that you сап 
only push ONE crate at а time - two together 
ате just too heavy to shift. At best, youll be 





PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 


Мома but tough k 
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C64 Version 


GRAPHICS 3 IQFACTOR 9 
AUDIO 1 FUNFACTOR 7 


ACE RATING 487 


able to dislodge them from different angles = 
at worst, theyll block off an exit or become 
immovably lodged against a wail 

You can access any screen of Soko-Ban 
without passwords so if you really want to 


age you jou can take a peek at. 
een 42. Anyone who thinks theyre 
g to work that one out in less than a day 














IBM Version 


° 


GRAPHICS 4 IQ FACTOR 
AUDIO 2 FUN FACTOR 


ACE RATING 546 








RELEASE BOX 
QUT NOW 
'OUT NOW 
IMMINENT 
IMMINENT 
IMMINENT 








£14 950k 








[ATARIST £1995% 
BM PC 











verything 
generating ball 
you let them go off the 





which 





e basic idea is exactly the same as the 
but th 
kind of thing. Its 





Pete Connor 








Amstrad Version 





























GRAPHICS 8 IQFACTOR 4 
AUDIO 6 FUNFACTOR 8 


АСЕ ВАТ!МС 749 


 Geting ota cries onto he diamonds is going Io bes enit 
"looks And та волу screen number 10! 


RELEASE BOX 
DUT NOW 
OUT NOW 


Л 


Л 


| ctos 
1BM PC 


Scoring is based on time taken. 
with number of moves and crates homed 
Theres a ‘competition’ mode for up to 
players to compete simultaneously. 

Originally released three years ago 
Japanese MSX cartridge, ifs a bit of a 
to see this one in 1988. The simplicity of 
game idea has stood the test of time, bul 
presentation, sadly, hasnt. Whats 
other games (Bonecruncher. for exam 
have managed to combine challenging: 
plicity with more varied gameplay. 


‘Steve Сода 


беа 1904 and Los Angeles рте 
Sene Canes. The dignitaries and 
aval the huge 
































SCREEN TEST 














TURNING ON THE WORMS 

Once youve got into the game 
you'll come across 'ocious put 
ple worms that can reduce your battle 
'ened-team to so many bones in a short space 
ot time, The way to defeat these monsters is 
to find yourself a metal doorway (o 

operate with a button on a wall) and lun 
worms towards it. Stand on the other side of 


















Hit he bution now! Then pile in with your fiers 
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s, апа 
your 
be 





id cast 
из and 
d any- 


SCREEN TES 





VITAL STATISTICS 

As with ай role-playing games the characters 
in Dungeon Master develop during play, their 
abilities improving with practice. A character's 

Tent ability levels can be examined by 
Selecting the status screen and clicking the 
Pointer on the eye icon. The rest of the status 
screen shows which particular character 
youve selected (Halk in this case), what 
they're carrying and their food and water lev 
Өз. The lop right of the screen shows the 
Positions of the adventurers as they move 
through the dungeon. Halk and Sonja are at 
the front at the moment but the player can 
aller the line-up whenever he feels like it, 
matching the abilities of the leader with the 
‘most immediate challenges. 





EAA 





Atari ST Version 


The graphics, though largely ropsttve, are wonder 
Му draws and coloured. Sound is sparse but the 
feci are great. А тт game, wih plenty in it 1o 
Мер you searching, fighting and pondering for а long 
‘ine. 





GRAPHICS 9 IQFACTOR 7 
AUDIO 6 FUNFACTOR 9 


ACE RATING 949 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





game i 
aking 
leons across th 














nd othe 
ОЛ the dungeon is a indivi 
bockpock 

lord Chaos has xi his 








4 secu passage has ben opened! Now now 1o 
IUS An wa эт бон риру ира 








The Worm's Turn... 












during a tough 
he other hand has nc 








ng 
doub 





© Andy Smh 
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SCREEN TEST 





E 
ч 
в 
z 
роп 





| 
C64 Version | о 

Nice graphics and sound make for an enjoyable | 

| game. You need io apply a far amount of aca 
| Sid sratagic trig # ou weh lo gain that ead 





rank of Fleet Admiral. But ifs not al a mental excer- 
озе- heres enough action to keep you busy Ico. 


GRAPHICS 
AUDIO 


ACE RATING 707 


BLACK SHADOW 


Asteroid action from CRL 














ACE RATING 701 
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STRIKE FLEET 


ELECTRONIC ARTS pipe you aboard 


LAMPS: Hel 
Тоноћонк 


Horpoon 


5nehn 
Shells 





тм shipyard эслеп He's where you decide he number and class of ships in your task lorc. 






















SECONDS OUT 


Get punch-drunk with TYNESOFT 


RELEASE BOX 
KLEE Олмон 
MEGA A MNT 

LI 









headbutts in the ring. It doesn 
seem to worry Tynesott, howevd 
er, and why should it мп youl 
man in the parent 
You've got five opponents i 
tight slightly tougher than 
the lost, on the road to thd 
championship title. Good fun b 
don! expect it to go the d 
tance. 











ө Andy Smit 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 


ACE RATING 582 














You'll need it!! The reflexes and powers of a mere то! 
you accept the challenge of these four chart topping arcade conversions, 


rial will not be enough if 
together for the first time in one package. 





& THE DEEPER 
DUNGEONS MAPS. 


AC&VG game ofthe month “One 
of the best conversions І have 
ever played."A UK No. tandin 
‘the Gallup charts for 20 weeks, 


Crash Magazine said “As Coin-op 
conversions go this is а real winner”. 











A CANG hit. They said “Great graphics, 
good sound, perfect, aby what 
more could you ask for?” The best selling 
game of 1986 — а UK No. 1 and the Gallup 


charts for 48 weeks. 
ATARI 


GAMES 


ST User said “A cracking arcade 
game, good sound and 
graphics combined with lo o 
action”, A UK No. 1 and in the 
Gallup charts 18 weeks, 


SCREEN TEST 















of this one - a strip 


1 whole b 


PREDATOR 


ACTIVISION go wild in the jungle! 


















Amstrad Version 2 x E 





nce is a lot like watching paint dry 
‘Andy Wilon 





GRAPHICS 4 IQ FACTOR 
AUDIO 3 FUN FACTOR lá | 


ACE RATING 410 


Oi Youre out ol ammo Time to grab your dead buddy's gun 
er and geton wth e schon 








RELEASE BOX 


C08 9990s £14996 — OUTNOW 
ANS (эзїї) — OUTNOW 
SPEC 905 MMNENT GRAPHICS 7 IQ FACTOR 
ATARIST £14990 IMMINENT AUDIO 3 FUN FACTOR 


ACE RATING 606 


GO! shoot some aliens - again 


ALIEN ants seem to роу an Step in Lieutenant Henry and Sergeant 
important part in game soe Sanders (thats you folks) for this one (C64 has 
ros ond the latest to threaten the Earth — twopiayer option) player blast that wil 
[iss tne name ot Bozon. Thankfully theres bring you face to face with The Mobile 
(sual a hero forthe player to cont Armour Sentipet, Boronis secret Weapon. AS Secr. aste sert e ao lo! wo. You bw I | 
Stomp to thwart the tyrants plans ms to be the norm of late with this style of pay sele on tw Sper 
game, there are numerous extra weapons to | 
Pick up Destroy a wave of aliens, pick up mals and fruit that appear occasionally 
the symbol that appears on-screen and you While the game can be fun for a short 
gain a benefit. Shooting the symbol sends ! while, there's nothing in t to make you come, 
ge of benefits to choose Боск for more. Disappointingly simple stuff 













































RELEASE BOX 
























from - extra ay shots or а Mega — that doesnt have any new features to keep 
Bazooka Launcher etc. You соп then start to Һе player interested for very long 
think about tra points gal Andy Smith 


rom shoot 





aggressive ani 
PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





C64 Version 


| The best ol he bunch simply because has a smut 
| taneous two-player option This makes the game 
more eryoyable, and егисте tly 10 heep you 
Interested Nor longer You pay ore extra орноп т 
те Оба verson though wih mul oad 





GRAPHICS 6 IQ FACTOR 
AUDIO 3 FUN FACTOR 


ACE RATING 493 


GRAPHICS 7 IQFACTOR 1 
AUDIO 4 FUNFACTOR 5 


ACE RATING 594 









































SCREEN TEST UPDATES 


DRILLER 


IBM PC @ Incentive $19.95 





адал folks, 
юш! indigestion 
oducec 


Its gas b 
either. The noxious vapours 
dodgy mining techniques have risen 















sure to the point where sould 
whole place apart, so youd better start pla 
ing your drilling rigs pretty fast, hadnt you 
һе &-bit scene this one made quite а 
splash, and no wonder - the solid 3D дос 





looks and ‘real world! feel to 
it both original and impressive. Now on the 
FC its got a special something е xi 
Its fas! On ап 8Mhz CGA PC like the 








| IBM PC Ve Version. E : 





GRAPHICS 9 IQFACTOR 8 
AUDIO 3 FUNFACTOR 8 


ACE RATING 962 





MERCENARY | 


AMIGA € Novagen $24.95 


When Mercenary first appeared on 8-bit fot- 
mats it immediately achieved cult status 
апа created quite a stir amongst gameplay- 
ers. You either loved the game and played it 
ior months on end, or you hated it and 
‘couldnt play it for more than 10 minutes 
‘without getting bored stupid. 

Whichever faction you happen to 
belong to doesnt alter the fact that the game 
has real depth. Your task is simply to escape 
the war-torn planet of Tang on which youve 
crash landed. But achieving that will take 
you a long time, Your own spaceships а 
write off, so the whole game revolves around. 
trying to acquire а new стай in which you 
сап achieve escape velocity and head ott 
home. The planets two main inhabitants - 
Palyars and Mechanoids - are at war with 


Amiga Version 
сенбе the power of бе Aria, ће game ie 





would remove me 
ty included, this 
and adventurers 


e Second 


IQ FACTOR 6 
FUN FACTOR 8 


GRAPHICS 8 
AUDIO 6 


ACE RATING 894 
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n game with adventure 
versa, and thats prob 
ате a whol 
doing any 





yer than vice 
ably going t 
















nake the 
not that it wc 





ıe menu allows you t 
xs instead of the main 






PCIA - Driving around in your excavation probe. you puse 10 
lock up al he arch above you 





will le 40 owners 
J Driller yet. (Mono 1640 
note, theres no Hercules 
» the cold yet again) 
imirably, this 
апу serious 













so youre out 


tious stuff that succeeds с 












Andy Witon 


рс ying the spei plane now, you close in lora look at a 
dni energy crystal- b watch ой or ш дот те by бе door 


uw kal 






each other, and either side is willing to pay 
for your mercenary services. Should you 
‘choose fo remain neutral. you could even try we з та 
playing the races off against each other. E е ыы 

E ше шеш iuge an тсе cie Ша 
‘action takes place overground in Targs Cen- 
tral City. which has а equally large under 
ground complex for you to explore. It youre 
looking for а game with а huge quest to 


aes a mag 
— 






complete then look no further. 


BE mis 


ТШШ 


‘Ye inside one ol Centrai Сүз hangers and you've founda land rat Should you risk pinching? 





=_= 
= = 


The year is 2032 AD and the world is balanced on a knife edge 
between survival and destruction. The last thirty years have seen an 
‘enormous expansion of the world's nuclear arsenal. There are now 16. 
nuclear superpower nations, each with the capacity to trigger the final 
destruction of mankind — Armageddon! 

Ina world where trust is crippled by Uncertainty of Response’ the 16 
superpowers form a desperate alliance - the UNN (United Nuclear Nations). 
Together they finance and build an enormous network of spy and 

laser defence satellites capable of monitoring, influencing and even 
directly controlling the political, economic and military events of the wond. 

Control of the network itself resides in an enormous and 
sophisticated satellite, codenamed Olympus - and control of Olympus 
resides in its Supreme Commander often called The Armageddon Man’ 
who literally holds the fate of the world in his hands. 


martech 


In this incredible new game scenario YOU have just been chosen o 
become the next ‘Armageddon Man’. Whether you have the necessary 
diplomatic, military and tactical skills to avoid global devastation is 
‘something you, and the World, are just about to find out. 

Each game comes complete with @ comprehensive instruction 
booklet а colour vinyl map of the World 2032 Edition (25° 16°) and 
two sheets of vinyl re-usable flags to help plot the course of world ev 

ENHANCED 

VERSIONS AVAILABLE. 
Atari ST Disc £19.99 
Commodore Amiga _ Disc £19.99 
Amstrad PCW 8256/8512 
Disc £19.99 
Disc £19.99 


Ано available оп 


Spectrum 48/198 Cassette 11 
‘Amstrad CPC Cassette £!" 
Disc £19) 

Commodore 64/198 | 
Cassette EI | 


МРС 
Disc £140) 


Martech is the registered trade mark of Martech Games Limited, 
Martech House, Bay Terrace, Pevensey Bay, East Sussex BN24 бЕЕ 
PHONE (0323) 768456 TELEX: 878373 MartecG FAX (0323) 764460 








RACK-IT go blastin 


RocKens 
SHELLS 



















shootem-ups are 
Tota thing of the past: down in 
the action is 
thing as ever, with tank and 
рег in the thick of the battle 
The game pits you against а 
rely of land and air-bo: 
Weapons Installations, all bios 
ng away at you. Choosing 
ether tank т you zoom 















Weapons of each 
Мола ше а bod idea 





PA characters 
Sadiy. Time 
а boich. While t 
Т control is wel 
Brerything eis 
lows on awtu 


fer i 








Disc £195 


ette £ 


Disc £1495 | 


BATTLE VALLEY 





the 








SCREEN TEST SHORTS 


ALIEN SYNDROME 


g Damp squib from SEGA 





з er again? Probably 
y x Steve Cooke 
RELEASE BOX 
SER E олло 





PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





COUNT-DOHN 


ACE RATING 564 





off sideways to sett 
Battle 


their hash 


Valleys scro 

















ACE RATING 641 





DEMON STALKERS 


EA go clone arranging 


Басо 








gene 





1 all ways. 
bear in mind loading times, 


Рие Connor 





RELEASE BOX RELEASE BOX 


билж 
CREJ 


C олон 


Sos Vra лоч рәт. 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 


ACE RATING 500 





ACE RATING 376 
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"SCREEN TEST 


INTRIGUE 


GRAPHICS 5 IQFACTOR 7 
AUDIO 7 FUN FACTOR 6 


ACE RATING 671 


MIRRORSOFT join the fight against crime 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





















С бе руна button wil ad in a new колеп, showing e 
terr ol FB Headquarters, As you can set, he grapes are ge 
lacking in ани and I опу interest he game comes rm 
ТАКИ 1o other characters- but hey soon become peli. 


tog: 


poor quali 
nder his breath. 
ired Hoppy 
jects and thé 
wil 





W NTS through the am with the 
greatest of ease? Goo Bee Air 


Rally puts you at the controls of опе ot thos 
barnstorming planes of the American 16305 
and Jets you ү to your hearts content 

The plane you control й the Goe Bee of 
the games title = specially designed to take 
part in races and aerobatics You compete in 
three diteront kinds of events, racing. bal- 
Joon popping. and йот. 


Amiga Version 
Excellent graphics are the main atirncbon bere. 
Each plane а cary viti, and з vary sag 
1o олеше below or above. Sound tcs do hev 
St and hares Some plaasanty azzy eo mus 


GRAPHICS 8 IQFACTOR 2 
AUDIO 7 FUNFACTOR 7 


ACE RATING 679 





Racing takes you round а variety cé 
courses. where the bends get fighter and 
tighter. Ballon popping means hugging the 
ground and dipping and swerving 10 рор 
the spheres Slalom is. slalom ~ swerving 
inside and outside the ground-based mark 


























ers. All of these events take pioce with сопу 





ACTIVISION fly sky high 





Сове e эти sees. Ove tr a pag бом айоо. 


putos drone pienas confusing the 2900. 

‘And thats the seal attraction of Gee Вее: 
the 3D orc! graphics The planes zoom 
cmound very tealisically and if» greot fun 
not just overtaking. but flying under and 





RELEASE ВО: 


"rip i 
iunii 
iis 








PBM AVALON 









DISKOVER 
OUR GREAT 












n 
9 

> 

creo cos ll DISIK DEALS... HE 

гот JADE Games Startup в FREE, with tuner Mig WITH NEW LOWER PRICES, Sia 
xutside of the UK £1 00. Th FREE PLASTIC LIBRARY CASES ЕТ 

0s of payer armies and ts сй AND FREE ISCCLASS DELIVERY | с 

in "conquest. „УКЫЙ 3 

1 miles with over 100,000 locations. E а © 

highly developed class system of squire: И ad lS 
o oet belii 3-5 Blank Disks 258 
em with 1000+ trade items, merchant and political ера 
ock markets and trade treaties. Religions based uzo 

оп a planet wide network of temples and monasteries. © لا‎ 


jon. A hierarchy of gods capable of direct interac 
tion with players. Alliances of trade, religion, pc 
ind military might. + MUCH MUCH MORE, 


limited only by the players imagination 


a FREE startup writ 
FREEPOST, 
Hants, PO4 OBR 

stamp required) 







122 MELROSE AVENUE 
WIMBLEDON PARK 
LONDONSWI9 


Mailorder only Mo Callers 


BECCEG 









um emer. 
و‎ Ми mueve 
ЖО ME meer 





MD 701 - 3/4" DISK STORAGE BOX 
e Holds up to 70 Disks $i 
@High Quality 


? Impact Resistant 
Plastic 3 


© Smoked Hinged H 
3 Lockable Lid (2 Keys) +] 
> Supplied with Dividers Я 


MA Us 2 22 5. 5 


pa RES 28 Жее 
pE БЕ ma 

22 Шо» 
s БЕ 








ST Public Domain software - send S.A.E for list! 


it you don't see what you want give us a ring! 
MLL PRICES INCLUDE VAT, POST & PACKING FOR UK MAINLAND 
«па ИЧИДА 
| Tor Acces à Vis hne our shop on 1470 iT 
Make Cheques/PO's payable to 
Storm Computers. S.A.E. For full list. 


A GREAT DEAL MORE Ў FOR A GOOD DEAL LESS! 








DaxSTA Abice Drive 
Loughborough «Leics. LEN OS 
E 0509-610444 
(Prices & Delivery Subject to Availability E. & ОЕ) 

















FRIGHTMARE 


CASCADE get traumatised 











WHAT can you expect from a :: 
program endorsed by Grot Ba RELEASE BOX 
the you might ask 7 CEE 
\ timing p m ГЭ 
here | [BRE Fama 









иш PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





but 
Practically usele 





@ well give up it y 
4 hem The 








n I. leav ACE RATING 285 











a twoquic 


ШШ UF 


© Andy Witon 





SCREEN TEST SHORT: 





CHAMPIONSHIP 
| SPRINT 


| ELECTRIC DREAMS alter course 


A 
A 
2 





CONSTRUCTION Sprint track properly - and in 
ave around on any case different tracks can 
redesignable — only hold your attention for so 
have looked ^ long. What gripped about the 
As it original was the great control 
and driving action, but sadly 
this one just doesn't have that in 
the same мау 








games, so 
Sprint must 


е а good move for ED. 














implemented but 
ge of track shapes available 
‘too large - you cant even 
е first standard Super 


© Andy Witon 








PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





ACE RATING 713 











BATTLESHIPS 


ELITE get all hands on deck 


IT MIGHT be a heck of a lot 
Gheaper to buy а pencil and 
ome paper than it is to buy an 
‘Amiga and Bites version of Bat. 
hips but then you'd have to 
inda frend to play it with you [ 
Tho micro version gives you a 


probably play for years to come 
- but never get too excited - 


© Andy Smith 


RELEASE BOX 











ampurcontolld opponent, | Seek Seet 1 
Bp you wont have to worry on lag eet 
that score, Computer Battleships a Dem лл! 

| iis Gry en camp (Be Сота 


Бс simple game that you | 5. 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 


ACE RATING 523 








| BLOOD VALLEY 


GREMLIN'S manhunt 


THIS оп 













© Andy Smith 





PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





"QUT NOW 


Ss ия 


ACE RATING 398 

















et 
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FSCREEN TEST UPDATE 


Don't tell me — you've been green with envy over all those terrific games 
coming out for every machine under the sun except yours Fret no more! 
Now Amstrad and C64 owners can unwrap their Mavericks as Digital Inte- 
gration's ATF goes multi-format. Now Amiga owners can boil some monster 
skeletons down into bars of soap as Bonecruncher hits the 16-bit scene 
And that isn't all | 


AMSTRAD 


| | SPECTRUM | 


BLACK LAMP 
неба 095: 
ST verson reviewed iie 6- ACE ang 812 


PLATOON 

| Ocean $$ 95c: £14 95d. 

Spectrum version reviewed Issue 7 - ACE Rating 530 
CA version reviewed нце? - ACE Roling 01 









ROLLING THUNDER 


| uscodsis 9k 
Spectrum version reviewed issue û - ACE Rating 715 
Amstrad version reviewed Issue 6 - ACE Rating 690 













AY 





К СУС 
stasti € ACE RATING 725 
M 
"а y NS | BMX SIMULATOR 
ү?! | onset 
^ Tx ep | Almost identical t 








€ ACE RATING 612 





ATARI ST 


SLAP FIGHT 
Imagine $19 950k 








€ ACE RATING 568 
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SCREEN TEST UPDATE™ 


5 АТЕ 

| Digital Integration $8,95¢s, £13 95d 

" Spectrum version reviewed Issue 7 - ACE Rating 956 

А fine game on the Spectrum, this ones st 

а hot property on the CPC 

own mission objectives, load up 
E 





| @ ACE RATING 959 




















; AMIGA 
BONECRUNCHER 
Superior Software $14 95d. 
СЫ version reviewed issue 6 - ACE Rating 943 
w | асе budget Ше was а very ро 
XLI &-bit game and is now appearing on th 
os = 
ne „Жый aT vr es T 
at 
gh 
ks 
3 V ACE RATING 959 @ACERATING 810 
E 
ng 
— ROLLING THUNDER 
p бои 
Spectrum version reviewed Issue 6 - АСЕ Rating 715 
C64 festi wwe Khang 
Wonderful music and effects. A shame. that 
^. doesnt live up to expec: 
ATF tations. Marginally better than the ST ver. 


Digal Integration 58 95cs $12 95dk. 
Spactun version reviewed Issue - ACE rong 956 


€ ACE RATING 730 
The C64 Bobsi 








IBM PC | 


PIRATES 


Microprose $24 98d 
C4 version reviewed ACE Issue | - ACE Rating 734 

x it lr 

with the addition of sever 

ur ship is slightly easier to 

ıd seems to be а little bit nippler on the 

n the C64, This improves the game 
id makes it fun to play for а while 


SCORE 
00000 














€ ACE RATING 756 
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SPECIAL 







In theory, the joy of 
playing computer 
games is that you 
don't need to go off 
and find a human 
opponent: the com- 
puter itself provides 


the opposition. 
That's all very well 
for games like 


chess - it's just you 
and your micro on 
equal terms - but 
when it comes to 
Space Invaders 
there's something 
missing. 
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oute not really com: 
peting against the 
computer at all in 
Space Invaders: 
there's no semblance 
ot equality, because. 
it can keep throwing aliens at 
you all night. It will always win 











aliens, youre still on the same 


other players. The 
game then becomes а multi 
player lets see who can get the 
highest score effort the micro 
and software are now only part 
of the game experience, with all 
that human needling and boast 
ing playing а major part in the 
proceedings Те дате 
Involved сап be very simple - 
the simpler the better, some 
would say - and yet have you 
totally hooked. simply becouse 
уоште trying to beat other peo- 
ple. How much better would it 
be then if you could involve the 








other people directly in your 
game? 

Games programmers have 
been trying to encourage this 
sort of group game-playing 
recently by getting two or mote 
players on screen at once 
Games with two-player options 
have been with us since thé 
dawn of the coin-op age, bul 
until recently they've only hod 
опе person playing at any onê 
fime. Players take tums at 
games like this, handing ovet 
when they lose а Ме. This & 
alemating two-player action 





bboro 


аз 



























the single 
the 
stil just for h 

Tre mult-player game 














xample - 
that fwoplay has 





ft. Twoplayer x 





ле all the rage, with Code М 








закопа! 
martial art 
nly growth ат 


er action. Coope 






er shootem. 





loo - team we 
f aliens is all the rage 
псев in keyboard 








stop th 

Hybrid Arts can get a dozen 
or more people playing at once 
MIDI Maze by linki 
STs together, but y 










on th 








happening in the 








х online service offers sub 
scribers a real-time fügh 

tor. You want a h 
from. ac 



















ple whove never met teaming 
їр to crew a bomber? Then be 
йе to grab a copy of ACE ne 

month for the low-down on Air 
War how a 

ould your ideas on 





games 


BMX SIMULATOR 
Codemasters 

Spectrum — ti.99cs 

Amstrad ©1.99с5 

06412 f1.99cs 

Amiga £14.99dk 

Nar ST £14.99dk 


This marvellos 
two player bikeern 
cently made it 
Machines, cmd how! You have 














budget charts for 





EM LINE 008000 = 000000 


COMBAT 
SCHOOL 
Ocean 

Spectrum — £795cs 
Amstrad — £895cs 12950 
C6428 . t895cs 1295 











DRUID їл! 
Firebird 
Spectrum — £7.95cs 
| сыл — 895cs — t1295dk 


Amstrad 


£7.95cs. 





BU Simulator Алий Career элиге Ве BMN courses and vy o complete Ве эн namber ol ape within the time init 


SPECIA 


Best of the Gauntlet derivatives 
the druid copes with the 
vil. In both games the 
druid is equipped with а num- 
ber of spells for zapping enemies 
causing other effects. In ti 















second player 


HARVEY 
HEADBANGER 
Silverbird 
C64/28 — £1.99cs 
Amstrad £1.99cs 
Spectrum fi.99cs 





rüüngly original and tremen 
dously playable, this boozy bud. 
Jet number combines elements 
! classic comop Qw and 
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u 



































FSPECIAL 






















INTERNATIONAL 
KARATE 
‘System 3 
C6412 %650сз £12.90dk 
Atari ST £19.99dk. 





JET BIKE 
SIMULATOR 
Codemasters. 
Spectrum 499сз 
Amstrad — £499cs 





) 
DINCOLE 
paver è 


эн Be Simulator- Spectrum. vl end around tor some watersports 


IKARI WARRIORS 
Elite 

Spectrum  £899cs £1299dk 

C6428 — t999cs £14.990K 

Amstrad £9.99cs  £11.99dk 

Atari ST £14.99dk 

IBM PC £19.99dk 





MATCHDAY П 
Ocean 
Spectrum  £895cs 14994 
Amstrad — f895cs  f1495dk 
C6412 — f895cs 12950 





PLUTOS 
Tynesoft 
Atari ST £14,956 
Amiga 1495 





Putas Атда Should you steal points rom your partner, or той together or progress? 
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95dk 
эбак 
.95dk 


е for 
et to 
com- 
play 
if you 


0 the 
5 for 
iff for 
e that 
layer 
to an 





get shifting up to level 60 and 
beyond. 

However, the best thing 
about the game is the way you 
сап choose your tactics to suit 
your temperament. On the one 
hand,..2-player Plutos can be a 
competitive blastout as you 
both struggle to grab more 
bonuses, more aliens, and more 
points than your colleague. Оп 
the other hand. if youre in a pio- 
neering mood, you can work 
logether very effectively, trash- 
ing the opposition in unison апа 
moving further through the lev 
els to as yet undiscovered hunt 
Ing grounds 

Simple, visually attractive, 
and а real adrenalin boost at 
the higher levels, Plulos is pure 
2player perfection. There's noth- 
ing in it that you havent seen in 
a shoot-em-up before, but whats 
there represents classic simplici- 
ty that's hard to resist 














ROADWARS 
‘Melbourne House. 
Spectrum — £8.99cs 
064/128 
‘Atari ST 
Amiga. 





£19.99dk 
£19.99dk 


t 
w 


1 youre after cut-throat competi- 
len with а trend then Road. 
Wars oould provide the answer. 
You take charge of one of two 
Batlespheres that career down 
the continually scrolling roads of 
Armageddon. I! youre feeling 
(cooperative you can help each 
Alber to take out the rogue pan 
‘is that are to be found at either 
"ide ot the road. But if youre feel 
ing mean you can compete with 
out tend and try to force him 
91 the road. The Amiga version 
may be by far the best looking, 
but the Spectrum version actual 
ly has more playability 


ROOM TEN 
CRL 

064128 — £8.95cs 
Spectrum 795сз 


£14.95dk 








Amstrad — $895cs  £14.95dk 
A split screen gives each player 
a view from behind his own bat 
in this zerogravity 3D Pong- 
derivative. by Pete 
Cooke of Tau Ceti and Acade- 
my fame. the game uses great 
point-of-view 3D graphics to 
help you gauge where the ball 
is Computer opponents possess- 
ing various strengths are on 
hand just in case you cant find 
а human being to play against. 
but either way its great fun 











SKULLDIGGERY 
Nexus (distribution now uncer 
tain) 

Atari ST — £19.95dk originally 
Probably the best Boulderdash 
ne around. so if you havent 
got an ST you can eat your heart 
out. Even if you have, you may 
experience some frustrati 
since Nexus ceased troding 
Tecently and the future of 
Skulldiggery is in doubt. 

Thats all the bad news 
however. The rest is all good. 
Unlike the original Boulderdash. 
theres а two-player option in 
Skulldiggery where you 




















ы 
Headers: Amiga. Blow away he rogue panels + ech ober. 


madly to grab as many dia- 
monds аз you сап before your 
opponent. The screen is split hor 
'zontally, with each player view. 
ing the map area surrounding 
his current position. 1f you both 
wander into the same area, you 
соп then see each other on both 
screens. 

One of the best things in 
double'diggery is. however 
nothing to do with collecting 
diamonds or going for higher 
scores. Its the sheer ecstasy ot 
ambushing your opponent and 
splatting him with a carefully 
nudged boulder just as hes 
about to collect his final dia- 
mond. Of course youd never do 
а thing like that, would you? Oh 
yes you would. 


SUPER SPRINT 


Activision 
CG4128 — f999cs 14.990 
Spectrum ї999сз 

Amstrad — £999cs — £14.99dk 











simple overhead-view tac 
g game conceals a fascinating 


їп twoplayer mode. You 
want to come in ahead of your 
opponent and collect enough 
spanners for а tune-up too, but 
its vital that one of you beats the. 
computer controled ‘drone’: oth 
erwise ifs game over for both of 
you. Do you leave the spanners 
for the other player if he needs 
tuneup - extra speed, better 
handling etc - or play dogin 
the manger and risk both of you 
losing on the next track? Inter- 
esting stuff: who'd have thought 
а racing game would tum into 
them against us 














«TRAZ 
Cascade 
Spectrum £9.95cs 
Amstrad — £995cs — £1495dk 
064128 — £9.95es | £14.95dk 
IBM PC £19.95dk 
Cooperation is a must if you 


hope to complete any of this 
Breakout clones 64 screens. In 
two-player mode youll get 
nowhere fast if you try to com 
pele with a friend because the 











‘Soper Sprint Spectrum Grab hose spanners belore anyone ese does! 





| at full 





| their competition tierce 


Traz- Cb Random bat switching wil test you reactions othe f 


SPECIAL™ 


‘action is fast and furious and a 
lost life affects the both of you. 
Cooperation is neccessary sim- 
ply because of the way the 
game is structured. When youre 
in twoplayer mode you and 
your friend can find yourselves 
each with two bats to control - 
this is not normally too much of 





а problem. except when you 
consider that control of the bats 
Switches randomly between the 
Players. Wacky fun thats best 
enjoyed by two, 


WAY OF THE 


EXPLODING 
FIST 
Ricochet. 
Spectrum — £1.99cs 
C6412 — £1.99cs 
Amstrad ©1.99с5 
Shoud you own an 8 bit 





machine and youre on the look 
out for a high class beat-em-up, 
look no further than this 
umber. Originally released 
price by Melboume 
House, you can now snap this 
game up at a bargain price 
Like International Karate, you've 
got 16 moves to use against 
your opponent in the fight to 
impress the judge. Manic cut 
throat action for those who like 
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STRATEGY 


STRATEGY 
SPECIAL 


What is it about strategy games that attracts a certain kind of games player? Could 
it possibly be something to do with long-term interest? With a bit of strain on the old 
grey matter? With the varying game-play from game to game? With the relentless 
strength of the computer opposition? People are beginning to realise that strategy 
games can provide much more of a lasting challenge than the average shoot-em-up 
coin-op conversion. When did you last lie awake all night devising a sure-fire strate- 


gy to defeat a particular wave of Space Invaders? 





























ince the arriva ıt of operation Overlord 
the games market, th 
strategy ger 9 
ever. Programm Xy 
themselves with new machines аг 
we shouldn't have to wait 
же start to see highly imaginat 
that involve the player 
sible on an &-bit machine. Rainbi 
Militar beginning. 
So what's the of play on the 
strategy game: latest con 











ihe decisive western 
World War. Inspiration for the 
vely from the Max Hast- 








OVERLORD 
cos 


Spectrum £9.95¢s 





SPECTRUM: Overlord 
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| been) allow the player to play several what i 


he landing of reinforcements and the issuing $ 
of orders. Your limited supply of re det 










can only come ashore at beaches which are in 
your control and which are clear of other unis Ё 
Issuing orders is effected unit by unit, and f 
involves placing a cursor at the required destina- f 
tion, first for the unit's centre, and then for each 
of its flanks, Once all the units have been posi 
tioned, movement of the allies occurs - followed 
by any resulting combat. Then the German forces 
move and combat is resolved again. 
The game plays well, and the screen layout 
but effective, though mistakes are hard 
to step has to be carefully consid 
ered. The easiest level poses no great problems 
while the hardest will provide you with а tough 

















| challenge. The additional beaches available to fe 


player at the start of the game (those not used fot 
е real landings but which easily could havê 


OPPOSITION 07 EASE OF USE 07 
PLAY 08 GAME DEPTH 08 


ACE RATING 845 


LORDS OF CONQUEST 
Electronic arts 
C6412 9з 
IBM PC 


£12.95 
[ШЕ 






players can compete against ead 

his game of conquest. The idea's меў 
simple - an area of land is divided into irregilf 
shapes (ike counties) and each player tres # 
conquer the opponents territories. There af 
some 20 pre-set areas including simplified пад 
of the World, America, Europe and the Middle 
East. You also get the chance to design your om 





maps or you could even request the computer i 
generate a unique map. Once you've setted Of 
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are in 
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each 
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layout 
з hard 
onsid- 
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s very 
regular 
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Middle 
r own 
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Which map you're going to use, the computer ran- 
domly distributes resources throughout the game 
area. These take the shape of small icons герге 
senting cites etc. Next comes the divyying up of 
the territories. The players each select a territory 
in tur until ай are occupied ~ then battle com 
mences. 

There are several aspects of the game which 
the player can define, including the degree to 
wich chance wil influence the result of a battle, 
or the amount of resources available at the start 
ol the conflict. The instruction manual is not terri- 
bly helpful, but it doesn't take long to pick up the 
rules of the game, and once you have it becomes 
Very entertaining — especially it you play with a 
tiend or two. 


OSITION 07 EASE OF USE 06 
DISPLAY 06 GAME DEPTH 05 


ACE RATING 835 





POWER STRUGGLE 
PSS 

Atari ST £14.99dk 
Superpower politics raise their ugly head in this 
PSS strategy game that offers one or two play 
fs the chance to influence countries through 
political, economic and military means. Each 
game turn allows the player to do as much 
invading, persuading and conniving as possible 
within a time limit. Once the time limit expires, 
the game map of the world updates and you 
stan on the next turn. The game is limited to a 
few options only and the computer opponent is 
not much of a match for the averagely compe 
tent megalomaniac. 





SITION 05 EASE OF USE 07 
06 GAME DEPTH 05 


ACE RATING 620 








FIREZONE 
9 s 
Amstrad €12.9%8 £17994 


This one or two-player wargame set in the 2151 
Century comes complete with a scenario designer 
program that allows you to design and fight your 
own battles. The disk version of the game comes 
with nine pre-set scenarios while you only get 
three on cassette. The terrain for each game is 
divided into hexagons and the victory conditions. 
for each scenario are roughly the same, ie. you 
have to destroy ай the opponents pieces or force 
them to retreat. While the display is colourful, the 
screen updating is tediously slow, as the screen is 
redrawn rather than scrolled. Firezone breaks 


AMSTRAD Firezone 


STRATEGY 


| down into four sections: moving your forces, fir 
ing, waiting for your opponents moves and fring 
again. Unfortunately, much of the damage either 
incured or dished out seems to be left to chance, 
which narrows your scope for tactical planning. A 
simple wargame then that provides a nice design 
feature and a vicious computer opponent but not 
much else. 








OPPOSITION 08 EASE ОҒ USE 06 
DISPLAY 07 GAME DEPTH 06 


ACE RATING 710 





There are two distinct strands in the strategy 
world. First, youve got the confict scenario: 
second, youve got strategy simulations, in 
which the strategic element is, for example, 
‘commercial or political (as in the old game Dic 
tator). 

Most 8-bit strategy software ha had to 
make compromises. Large amounts of data 
mean less room for graphics, and the depth of 
play can be limited by processing power. These 
problems do not apply to anything ike the same 
extent with the new 16-bit machines, so what 
‘changes can we expect to seo? 

First, better user interfaces. Rainbird's Uni. 
versal Miltary Simulator offers user-definable 
maps and a large number of contro! screens to 
help the player ‘dive’ the simulation. In addi 
tion, the extra memory allows larger simulations 
and therefore greater strategic depth. It also 
means the program runs faster. 

Second, better graphics. With ай hat extra 
ВАМ and higher resolution, there's now room 
for digitised maps, diagrams, and even anima 
tion sequences. 

Finally, greater depth of play. Software 
houses can use more powerful development 
tools on the new machines to produce more 





16-bit strategy explosion... 


intricate software, with wider playing options. 

All this adds up to the possibilty of strategy 
games moving more and more to the top of the. 
games charts. There's a good reason for this — 
there just isnt any room in a 20p-a-game 
arcade environment for the development of 
anything other than scoring tactics = strategy 
just can't enter into it, For this reason, pure- 
blooded strategy, together with role-playing 
has always been the poor cousin of straight-or. 
ward arcade action — but stand by for big 
changes in the days ahead. 





Pais Universal Miltary Simulator on the PC - sign ol 
anges to come n strategy Software? 
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new g 

recent Third British Play 
jonvention, they will be with us for years 
come. Check out the following goodies that 
were launched at the Convention 

















TIME TRAVEL 
One of the most i 
Play By Mail gaming disp 
duction of a dimer 
games (59 Juniper, Birch HI 
RGI2 4ZC) have now started ru 
new computer moderated game 
Sentinel. In the game, space-time is regulated 
by a crystal located on a far off world. Some- 


oresting new 











ning thei 









how, the crystal shatters and its fragments fal 
through time - sometim 
fabric of time itsel 

You join a nur other independen 
members of the space corps n a 
through time to reassembl 
bit is that 
only fifty-two physical locations, but eac 
location exists in many timescales (not neces 
sarily containing the same thing) 

Here's а good exampl 
game system works: yo 
crystal in location 36 during year 
have something to 
in year 40; this action 
to complete. Therefore yc 
at a location in, say, the 
elling back to year 40. 

When you begin 
action in the year 40 the 
the year 52 ifs there wai 
fused? It gets worse, but that 
топу 

The possibilities of this game really 
become apparent when you consider the 
large number of other players all moving 
about through time in the same world (and 
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| kinds and involving 















Ша well prove to 
the board 
e, Dark Blades is а 





vival. The game boasts а 
though the most 
be the computerisa 





PLAY IT. 
BYM 





While play-y-mail games continue to grow in popularity its 
nice to see that some ofthe od favourites are still going as 
strong as ever. The Tribes of Crane is still regarded by many 
эз one of the best tribal games and it looks to be going from 
strength to strength - two years after its birth. You don't get 





many arcade games lasting that long! 








Play By Mail (PBM) gaming has grown vastly in popularity over the 
last few years — adventure and strategy, 
game-scenarios of a 
simultaneously can now be played by post. 


rade and conquest, 
hundreds of players 


tion of characters to the point where they are 
almost as capable as individual human play: 
ers. Standard reckon that the game could 
play itself - sadly, the only way to prove this 
would be for every player to drop out and ме 
don't really want that, do we? 

Exact details of the PBM version of Dark 
Blades remain uncertain at the time of going 
to press, but we can tell you that the price i$ 
very cheap and the startup pack is VERY 
impressive indeed. The address? Standard 
Games PEM. Arlon House, Station Road, Kings 
Langley, Herts WD4 BLF. 

















TEAMWORK 
Many Play By Mail games are moderated 
with a mixture of computer efficiency and 
nan ingenuity. Two good new examples dí 
such games are In Dubious Battle? (by Pon: 











dem Games, PO Вох 127, Belfast BT9 SED, 





Northern Ireland) and Order Of Chaos (under 
development by Odde Fellows & Co from 
Gloucestershire) 








Both games enable you to play ‘God In 
1n Dubious Battle your aim is to become chil, 
deity (the Godfather?), by gaining power 
through support from the mortals of the world 
below you or from gaining control of Qysium 
(Land of the Gods). The clever touch’ to this 
game is the use of two playing arenas, 

Order Of Chaos, once launched. will be 
equally interesting. In а nutshell this game 
takes over from the Christian God after Cre: 
ation. 1 is the players task to forward ће ро. 
cess of Evolution in the battle of the Wald 
Shapers against the Lord of Chaos. You nave 
gate the River of Life with the aim of creating a 
base for Civilisation... Far too complex to sum 
up in а single page review, but watch out ft 
further coverage in а future issue of ACE 








So there we have it, Advanced 

Computer Entertainment in the world di 
Play By Mail gaming. In future issues well be 
bringing you the latest reports, reviews, and. 
gossip from this growing area of entertain 
ment. See you next month. 
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HOW TO 
ORDER 


METHOD 1. Use one of 
the ACE Reader Offer 
forms printed near the 
start of the Pink Pages. 
METHOD 2. Call 0458. 
74011 and ask for ACE 
credit card orders 





















This fabulous £14.95 Quickshgl 
2 Turbo is yours for nothing 
when you subscribe to АСЕ! 


Oh boy, this one's a goodie. Take out a 
12-issue subscription to ACE for just 
£17.95, and we'll send you Spec- 
travideo's state-of-the-art joystick abso- 
lutely free of charge. 

So not only do you get a year's supply 
of Britain's hottest computer magazine 
delivered hot off the press direct to your 
door, you also get a superb piece 
help you extract maximum plea: 
from your machine. 

It's a great offer, folks. 









JOYSTICK FEATURES 


W Rugged build with metal shaff 
® Uses microswitches for extra precision ames 
W Specially moulded shaft for extra comfort 
W Two fire buttons on stick 

W Superfast autofire 

W Suitable for left or right-handed players 

W Rubber suckers for fastening to smooth surface 
W Recommended retail price £14.95 









Advanced Computer Entertainment 


















































FMAIL ORDER 


WE ARE THE 
CHAMPIONS 

Ocean 

Stunning value compiaton including Barbar. 
ian, Renegade, Rampage, International 


Karate + and Super Sprint. 
Verion MP ACE ce Order code 





Spec cass 995 63$ ACHGSC 
Spumáe. 795 1398 ACOSO 
COMA case 395 695 ACCC 
свима i795 1995 ACHOC 
Anevad cass —— 995 6% АСМА 
Мав бек 1795 1995 АСТА 
ARKANOID 2 

Imagine 

The Revenge of Doh. Another impossibly 

адама break out challenge 

een NP ACE pce Or code 
Spactumcass.....795 625 ACIMSC 
Chic. — 195 6% ACCC 
мыд» . 1295 1096 ACHACO 
Апалі саа 895 836 ACHAC 
Апама бад 58 1185 ACAD 





IMPOSSIBLE 
MISSION 2 


US Gold/Epyx 
Follow up to a stunning classic featuring the 
емі Professor and his robots. 


Verson RP Кере Order oode 
CBM 64 cass. 999 7% ACHSCC 
CBM 64 disk 1499 1195 AC1SCD 
‘Amstrad cass 959 795 ACMSAC 
‘Amstrad dik 1499 1196 ACUSAD 
‘Nan ST 1999 1595 АСТ 
BOBSLEIGH 


Digital Integration 
Superb simulation of ће exciting winter 


sport 
К RACE price Order code 
Spectum cass... 996 7%  ACISSSC 
CBM 64 cass 995 7% ACTESCC 
CBM 64 dsk 1495 1195  ACISSCO 
Arsyad cass 99 795 ACISSAC 
Апатай osk 1495 п ACISSAD 


ARCADE FORCE 4 
US Gold 

4-game compilation of Road Runner, nd 
‘ana Jones, Gauntlet and Metro Cross. 


ion PRP Кєр Order code 
Spoum ома......9%# 795 ACMISC 
Space’ disk 1499 1195 АСЫ750 
СВМ 64 cass 398 7% ACMICC 
CBM 64 вак 3498 11.96 ACUICO 
Аттай cass 39) 795 АСМТАС 
Asta бек 1499 1195 ACUDAD 
an ST. 2499 1995 ACWIST 
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TARGET 
RENEGADE 

Imagine 

Violent follow up to the violent combat 
game. 


К ир ACE pce Order code 





Speetum cass % 625  ACHOSC 
Secumde US 195 

CBM 6 cass Iu 

самы дә 1295 wes 

Атта cass 85 695 
Атаа ak м nas 
A.T.F. 


Digital Integration. 
ACE raved combat fight simulator wih stun 


ning 30 graphics and high playability 

Кел WP ACE pice Ore code 
Sprcrum са 89 69 ACISASC 
Speci dsk 1% 989 ACISASO 
COM Gå cass 4% 6% АЛЫС 
CBM BA вә 1295 8% ACISACO 
Аттай cass 895 6% ACISUC 
Ansrad osh 1395 1085 ACISUD 


— Fail 


PLATOON 

Ocean 

Powerful acton based on the award-winning 
war fim. 


Version RW ACE pice Order code 
брестове 999 895 ACIIESC 
Secnmásk — 1495 1195 ACIS 
CBM 64 cass 999 795 ACIMCC 
CBM &t dak 3498 1195 ACISECO 
Алиа cass 35 7% ACISEAC 
Апатай ósk 49 1195 ACA 


COMBAT SCHOOL 


Ocean А 

The Kanam arcade game featuring seven 
grueling events. 

жо M ACE pce Ore cote 
Spavmas. — 795 625 
Сайы cass 3% 6% 
мы за 295 1095 

Ата cass 3% 6% 
КУРА wes nas 
CALIFORNIA 
GAMES 

US Gold/Epyx 


The best Epyx sports simulation yet And 
that's saying something 


Verson NP Керез Ort cote 
Specrum cass B99 695 АСС 
Specie 1298 990 ACUSD 
CBM 64 cass 399 795 ACUSCC 
Самы dsk п® ass 0 
Аттай cass 39 795 

‘stad sk "m nas 








XOR 

Logotron 

Ingenious maze-escape game, packed with 
mind bending puzzles. Original and very 
‘compelling, ACE Rated 927. Extra special 








prices! 
Veron WW Кер Ore code 
брыт сана 7% 525 ACHAZSC 
CBM 4 cass 395 6% ACHR 
CBM 64 дә. 295 $95 ACID 
Атаа cass 5 6% ACIC 
Алета dsk 95 1095 ACAD 
BEC cass. 395 %% АСС 
BBC dok 1295 995 AC 


ROLLING THUNDER 
US Gold 

Impressive conversion of the Namco coin up. 
featuring an undercover cop in platform 
shoot-em-up acton. 








veer RW ACE pce Order code 
Specrumcast... B99 6% ACHESC 
Specs} dak 129 990 АС 


19 
as 
785 

ns 

1595 

1995 


MAGNIFICENT 
SEVEN 

Ocean 

An incredible value-for-money compilation 
wich includes Head Over Heels, Arkanov, 
Weal, Short Circuit, Cobra, Frankie Goes 
to Holywood, and Үе Ar Kung Fu. 


смсс 
ACIAECO 
AC14SAC 
ACHEAD 
ACIEST 
Кл 





vein RP ACE pce Order code 
Брыт сма — 995 2% А 

СВМ 4 сыз 995 795 

Семе at 195 nas 

Areva cast 39 795 

Arata ба миз nas 





GAME SET and 
MATCH 

Ocean 

A massive compilation o 10 complete sports 
games - induding Konami's HyperSpons. 
Ping Pong and Tennis, Daley Thompson's 
Super Test, World Seres Basebal Pool 
Championship Basketball, Barry McGuigan 
Boxing, Super Soccer and more. Incredible 
vale! 


Vesin RP MCE ice Order code 
Spectum case 12% 995 ACIAXC 
CBM 54 cass 2% 995 ACC 
самы dsk 1795 1395 ACO 
Amsraicam.. 1295 995 ACIMC 
Arenas dsk. 1795 1285 ACO 
ATARI ST 
TITLES 
(In addition to those elsewhere] 


Don miss the incredible OIDS and DUN- 
GEON MASTER, both ACE RATED in he 
high 9005 Leaderboard is the definitive got 
simulation, UMS an innovative wargame, 
Wizball an addictive, original bounce em. 
up, Slapfight a combat дате. 





э RP ACE pice Orde co 
оа 1099 1695 ACHAST 
Dungeon Master 2090 1086 ACHBST 
Зарун 95 1885 ACIMUT 
Wana! 1995 18% АСТ 
CafomaGames. 1999 18% ACUBST 
Leaoerboare 2450 1998 ACHT 
ws 295 10% ААТ 












$ AMIGA TITLES 
In addition to those elsewhere) 


Word Games and Winter Games are the 
Epp sports classics, Hardbal is а great 
tasebal simulation, Leaderboard the defini- 
{ve gol simulation, Jinder is an adventure. 











enor т Ee rr te 
Wer Games ACIOBAM 
lastetoad К 
киы 299 1985 ACIS2AM 
dne 2495 1995 ACTA 


вм РС MULT 
(in addition to those elsewhere) 


These leading games should also run on 
Anstad PCs and other compatibles. Ее is 
"hedefrive space trading and combat 
gane Tomahawk в а sophisticated fight 
Suk, Hardball a great baseball simua- 
tn, Word Class Leaderboard he definitive 
gol mulation, Jer ал adventure, 
UMS a wargame, Tetris an addictive puzzle 


Ll WP ACE pce Order code 
[3 2495 195 ACIOSC 
Тат 2495 1005 ACISOPC 


Сабота ате. 1990 1895 ACI3SPC 
Word Leaded. 2499 1995 ACISIPC 


cal 2499 1995 АСС 
ти 2496 1995 АСІЗРС 
[no 1895 1595 АСС 
лен. 1999 1895 ACISIPC 


MAIL ORDER 


‚ Fast delivery • Friendly service • Fabulous discounts 


HOW TO ORDER 
Just make a note of the details of the items you want, including the order code. Then fill these in on the free-post form 
printed on this page. 
Post this, together with your credit card details or cheque to the Free Post address listed – you need pay no postage. 
Alternatively ring 0458 74011 and ask for ACE Credit Card Orders. 


PLEASE NOTE 
1. All tems are despatched by first class mail. 

2. We have tried to list only those versions of software which are available NOW. 

3. All prices include VAT, postage and packing. 

4. You will normally receive software within 7 days of ordering. Please allow 2.3 weeks in case of temporary shortages. 


ORDER FORM 


Please rush me the following items. 





If you want a fantastic 











. Ordercode | — Te |_ ACEPrice. 
deal, turn back one page T 
and have a look at our Б = | 3 
2 | 
subscription offer: a FREE = sale Las == 
а | 
JOYSTICK!! T ML 
4 
Remember-your cur- — 
5 
rent joystick won't last for 
Total Software Order | =& 
ever. 
Send this torm 1 
t an SUBSCRIPTION ORDERS 
اسم‎ 


CREDIT 


Tick here lor a 12 issue subscription to ACE costing 


КЕШ Тап an | 51755 The entities you a FREE Quckshol Tuto 











C ARD Mosamprequreg | PIA (RAP £1436) 
Charme! stands or шн | 
HOTLINE == 
0458 zu — 
= ‘Compute 
Method of payment ACCESS + VISA + [CHEQUE • ОР.О. 
Cred. card no. Exp.date 





Please make out cheques and postal orders to Future Publishing Ltd. 
This form is valid until May 31st, 1988 









Hack'n'slash and Shoot-em-up 






Hit that fire button hard to 

survive in Rimrunner. 

The latest game from Palace is 

a manic shoot-em-up for the 

Atari ST. 

Now available for the Amiga and the ST 
Barbarian The Ultimate Warrior, the classic 
hack'n'slash game 


(PALACE, 


4A 
ы 
e» 
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pepenpron 
‚шт 
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Муз 

















SAMPLING 





Sonus Masterpiece sequencer - tly etred 32 rack recorder 
feris han e price ola good steroe! 


music? 


PRACTICAL 


Even if you don't know Middle C from the 
Mediterranean, MIDI can help you expres 
yourself musically in ways you never thought 
possible. Part two of our no-nonsense guide to 
home music-making continues as Keith Ansell 
looks at the different uses for MIDI and ways in 
which you can exploit the new technology 





COMPOSING/SONG WRITIN 












Ove of Sinners Pro edt screens. wih ull manus pos- 
эзне. 
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MULTI-LAYER SOUND: 
MIDI allows y y 












































Alot ol equipment can be fined into a smal space, and те MD 
sündard enables you to keep everything in sy 


Sténbers Pro-Creator lows you өй! sounds on the DI, T 
TIGE and TKI -and arrange hen in banks as wl 


| RECORDING TO ТАРЕ 


Sequenced compositions car = 
























SS ЕС. 


SOUND EDITING 




























Tve recently purchased an Atari 520STFM 
and Im interested in finding out what it can 
do as regards music. 1 don't have any MIDI 
‘equipment yet though’ 

Jon Whitlock, Sutfolk. 














‘Thave an Amstrad СРС6128 and Casio MT: 
210 synth - how would I connect them 
together? I saw a package called MIDITrack 
at the Amstrad Show but since it is £69 1 
decided to wait a bit and look around. 
Daniel Berman, Liverpool. 





1 have designed and built a MIDI interface 
for my Amstrad CPC6128 and want to use it 
to re-program the voices of my Casio С22305 
and program the rhythm section..." 

Brian Gillon, Chatham 








program 
Ife last 























‘Town a Yamaha DX-100 MIDI synth and ап 
Atari 520STFM with Super Conductor. 1 want 
to make my synth multi-timbral to make the 
most of the 16 tracks available... 

Mark Conolly, Dumbarton. 


MUSIC 





SE 


"cu$s5 SF 


RESH 


MIDI PANEL 
OF EXPERTS 


The letters we've received range from four-line requests for 
information on the sum total of all software available for a partic- 
ular computer, to four-page epics about debugging existing 
MIDI systems. Your MIDI Agony Aunt is Mark Jenkins. 





FBO1 module will do exactly that It can 
play eight notes simultaneously and you 
can assign any number of notes to any ot its 
hundreds of sounds, provided the total is 
fight. So a mono bass line, three-note string 
chords, two-note brass, a lead line and a 
silly effect could ай be programmed and 
controlled trom different tracks о! Super Con 
ductor. The sound quality of the voices is vir- 
tually identical to those of the DX-100; in fact 
DX-100 and FBOI sounds are interchange- 
able. Youll need editing software to create 
new sounds on the FBO): this can be 
obtained from Soundbits and many other 
Companies via any music shop. 


1s it possible to connect the Atari 520STs 
‘audio out’ socket to а hi-fi to improve sound 
quality? 1 own a Casio С22305, 25000 and 
Yamaha Clavinova and would be grateful if 
you could recommend some atfordable soft- 
Ware to use... 

Craig Donald, Ayrshire 


Buy а spare monitor plug from your local 
dealer, carefully wire up the audio and earth 
pins lo a pair of phono plugs as below, and 
yyoull hear your STs built-in sounds through а 
hi. As for MIDI keyboards, Super Conductor 
ffom Michtron is the best bet - а powerful but 
straightforward — lé-rack polyphonic 
Sequencer which will let you create long 
‘compositions and hold up to 10 in memory 
simultaneously. A bargain at £49 96. 





Yamaha's new DI - тыта posses tor summer 88. 


Tve been a very low-tech lead guitarist for 
many years but now have an Atari 520STFM 
with Steinberg Pro-24 software, a Cheetah 
MKSV mother keybord and Roland TR505 
drum machine. Can 1 sync the Atari or 505 
directly to one track of my TASCAM Portas- 
tudio? Can I use the Atari or 505 directly to 
опе track of my TASCAM Portastudio? Can 1 
use the Atari as a sampler and control the 
samples from a MIDI guitar like the Casio? 
Td like to be able to sample my favourite 
guitar sounds and sequence them. Where 
ате the Atari's audio input and output ports? 
How can you record samples with them? 
Can the new Cheetah DP5 pads be used to 
trigger the 505? How could I link up two 
MIDI controllers such as a guitar and а key- 
board into the single MIDI input of the Atari? 
бео Rees, Cheshire. 


Phew! We 

















LEFT 








for this one. To take your questions one at а 
time; the ТЁ505 will sync to tape and will 
then clock the Atari for playing back MIDI 
data in synchronisation with music on tape. 
But if you want to record MIDI data at the 
same time youll need a merger = see below. 
There are a couple of cheapish ST-based. 
samplers such as Pro Sound Designer which 
could be played by a MIDI guitar, but none 
of them will let you simultaneously load up 
cand use Steinberg to sequence their sounds. 
To do that you need a new system called 
Lynex at around £1,500. Your best bet is to 
buy а second-hand Akai 5612 sampler 
(about £300) , stick your fave guitar sounds 
there and sequence them from Steinberg. 

е Ataris audio inouts are pins on the 
it t and arent used by any of the 
samplers we mentioned. Cheetahs DPS pads 
should play the 505 but still arent available 
to check the fact at the time of writing, А 
Roland Octapad will detinitely do the job 
though 

To use both keyboard ahnd guitar con- 
"rollers to send MIDI into the ST without re- 
plugging youl need a MIDI switcher or 
patch selector - the Philip Rees model is good 
value. But since you also need to be able to 
combine incoming note data with time sig- 
nals from your tape sync while recording, а 
MIDI merger would be mote useful to you. 
There arent many cheap ones available yet, 
but check with your local music shop to see 
‘what they've got in stock 















‘Tve played electronic keyboards for some 
time but will soon be buying а Yamaha 
DX7S - what can I do when its linked to a 
ZX Spectrum via а MIDI interface?..” 
Steven Strasshelm, Tyne & Wear 


There are pienty of Spectrum interfaces and 
software packages about - XRI, EMR and 
others should still be in music stores like Rock 
City in Newcastle. You can record perfor 
manoes in Real Time’ or Step Time’ (one note 
or chord at a time), play them back, edit 
sounds and create а sound library using 
other software, and change from one sound. 
10 another in the middle of an automated. 
playback. But youll only be able to play 
back one sound at a time on the DX7S; ће 
new DX11, being mult-timbral, is a better 
bet but that wont be available (rather 
saper than the DX7S at $699) until trib 


summer. 





"Having just bought some MIDI keyboards 
my funds are having enormous trouble try- 
ing to sort out reasonably priced 
sequencers John Rashman, Gwent 


Since you mention the Cheetah and ХИ 
packages elsewhere in your letter we 
assume youre using a Spectrum - youll 
understand that there's no point recommend- 
ing the very wonderful Steinberg Pro-1ó it 
you havent got a Commodore 64, or 
Michtron Super Conductor without an ST, for 
instance, But hardware sequencers are get- 
ting cheaper too - Cheetah are just about to 
launch one as а companion to their drum 











machine at around £160. Watch this space. 











‘Advanced Computer Entertainment 83. 


GET INTO CRIME! 


In the late 199075 the streets of New York are a jungle. 

You аге the ice cool leader of a gang of drug crazed 

terrorists. Your main goal is to become the richest, 
toughest and most notorious gang in the city. 


U 
RENO 
DPLAY سے‎ Ез 






















































































TRICKS 'N' TACTICS 


TRICKS 'N' 
TACTICS 


In the merry month of May what better than a multitude of maps? Platoon, Terramex 
Bard's Tale, you name 'em - we've got 'em, plus much more besides 


















d AL INNS m 
BARD s т Е 1=SCARLET BARD 
This ST map of SKARA BRAE will help 2-SINISTER INN 
anyone who's lost in the game. 3=DRAGONBREATH 

4-DRAUNBLADE 
5=ARCHMAGE 


ALAN WILSON, Falkirk 
6=ASK Y'MOTHER 
7=SKULL TAVERN 
@=STATUES 
1=SAMURAI 
2=GOLEM 
3=STONE GIANT 
4=GOLEM 


P=PORTAL TO 
SEWERS 3rd LEVEL 


5=OGRE LORD 
6=STONE GIANT 
7=STONE GIANT 
9 8-GREY 





OTHERS li 
G-GARTHS EQUIPMENT SHOP 


:АТЕЅТ GODS. 
6=TEMPLES OF KIOSIK A=ADVENTUERS GUILD 
7=100BLESSINGS R=REVIEW BOARD 
E=ROSLUES ENERGY EMPORIUM 
=] ‘S=STABLES 
розов C-CASTLE OF HARKYN 
K-KYLEARANS TOWER 
L]-onoiARY BUILDING M=MANGARS TOWER 
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SCREAMING WINGS 


This cheat should help any ST 

owners who are having prob- 
lems with this game. 

Simply press and hold the left mouse button. 
while you're playing the game and wiggle tne 
mouse unti а red box appears in the top lett 
Now all you have to worry about are the large. 
missles. 


JEROME HOPEFULLY, Houghton 
Conquest. 


INSANITY FIGHT 


A handy Amiga cheat to 
advance levels. 

To proceed to the next level whenever you feel 
ке it simply involves you holding down the two 
mouse buttons, pressing the joystick fre button 
and the L key ай at once. Easy eh? 


TAHIR AHMED, Chesham 








FREE SOFTWARE 


All you have to do to earn yourself 
FREE copies of up to SIX of the 
latest games for your machine is 

send you maps, tips and pokes to: 


TRICKS 'N' TACTICS 
ACE 
4 QUEEN STREET 
BATH 
BA1 1EJ 


This month's ‘tip of the month’ prize 
goes to lan Thomson of Dairsie in 
Scotland for his marvelous Platoon 
тар. lan earns himself copies of 
Morpheus, Ikari Warriors, 
Professional BMX Simulator, Strike 
Fleet, Power at Sea and 
Championship Sprint. Now that's a 
prize not to be sneezed at! Paul 
Knight and Darren Clarke both run 
away with a copy of Oids tor their 
ST's. Alan Wilson and Mark 
Lawrence, however, win themselves 
copies of Dungeon Master and 
Martin Duckett gets ATF for his 
Spectrum. So what are you waiting 
for? Get to work and earn yourself 
some software. € 
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BLACK LAMP 


For infinite energy for this ST 
arcade adventure, simply 
type in the listing, save it, insert 
the Black Lamp disk and RUN. 
The game should then load as 
normal. 


80 def seg-0 

90 for п=&һба0ОО to &лба0б5 step 2 

100 read a: poke па 

110 next n 

120 cheat«&h6a000 

130 сай cheat 

200 data 

&h42a7 AN7620,&h3107,8h4278,8h8260 Ah7001. 
S300 

210 data 

84227 &h3100,8h4267,8h4227 Ah4dfS &h0003, 
'&h0000 &h2f0e 

220 data 


PLATOON 


Zap the bad guys with the help. 


of this super map from 
lan Thomson of Dairsie 





&h3fac,&h0008,&h4e4e &had7c,&h6058,8h0156, 
8h41fa,6n0010 

230 data 
‘3n43#9,4n0003,8h01b0,8n3208,8hStcl &hfffc. &h 
4¢06,8h7000 


240 data 
&h31c0,&h0Bd4 &h1c0 &hOBdc,&h31c0,8h5944, 
Bh21c0,8n594e 

250 data 

&h203c,&h4e71 Ah21c0,Ah6dBc,Bh3 c &h4e73, 
&htaa2 

260 data 8h31c0,8h1220,8h4ed0 


MARK LAWRENCE, Basildon 











ЧЕТ BIKE SIMULATOR 


This Code Masters Plus 
game now has a poke for 
Spectrum owners that will 
allow you to qualify for the 
next race no matter how 
terribly you ride. 


30 PRINT AT 10,0;"START TAPE" 
20 LOAD “CODE 23296 

25 POKE 23372,104 

30 РОКЕ 23373,91 

40 FOR F«23400 ТО 23407 

45 READ A: POKE F.A 

50 NEXT F 

БО DATA 62,201,50,20, 106. 

ТО DATA 195,198,92 

100 RANDOMIZE USRA 23296 








BACKLASH 


If the missiles etc are causing 
you to come to grief more 
often than you'd like on your 
ST, then try this poke. 


Type in and save the program, then insert Back: 
lash disk and RUN. The program should load and 
Tun as usual but you will be graced with infinite 
Ives 


80 de! seg-0 
90 for n«&h6a000 to &h62045 step 2 

100 read a: poke n,a 

110 next n 

120 cheate8n6a000 

130 сай cheat 

200 data 

‘8h2¥3c 60007, 68000 &h3f3c 8h0020,8h4ed 
&h4df9 &ho003 















BACKLASH 
Q. 


210 data 
8000 &h427,&h3fSc,&h0001,&h210e,&h2f3c,&h. 
0004, 40002 

220 data 

&háed &h411a &h0008,8h2d48 40084, &h4ed6, 
&h4tfa.&h0006 

230 data 

&h43f9,8h0002 &h7dae.&h2288 &h4oe9,Ah016c, 
&4239,&h0000 

240 data &ha3e3 &h4efa,&h7000 


MARK LAWRENCE, Basildon 
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There i nothing that can compare with the incredible value ог money энегез by АШЫ 
512K RAM compute 


Computers are now firmly established in y 
{valable for а wide variety of applications and the liat is growing 
'5208T- ST computer) from 


To: Sica Shop Lid, Deck ACE 588, 1-4 The Mews, Hatheriy Road, Sidcup, Көт, ОАМ 40 


мма Initials: 


>< 












































DRILLER 


If the tips from Incentive's 
very own lan Andrews in ACE 
Issue 5 weren't enough for 
you Spectrum owners, then 
this poke for infinite drilling 
power and shields will prove 
invaluable. Simply type in the 
program, RUN it and load the 
tape as normal. 


5 CLEAR 32767 
10 LET T-0: LET W=0 





TERRAM 


the game, but a complete solution as well 
(use at your discretion) 


GET VACUUM CLEANER, R (right), R. GET FLUTE, USE VACUUM CLEAN: 
ER, L (left), L, U (up), LAND ON LEFT CLOUD, USE FLUTE, L, GET LARGE 


CLOUD, GET ACME BRIDGE, Н, GET MANIFESTO, Н, GET SILVER LIN 
ING, R, GET UNICYCLE, Н, GET UMBRELLA, R, D, L, GET CRICKET 
BALL, DOWN WELL, (IF WU PONG GO L. L. GET FLASH GUN, R, R) R, 
USE BRIDGE, R. USE FLUTE, R, R, JUMP ON SPRING, GET BELLOWS STAND ON ANVIL, Н, U, R, USE CROSS, R, USE FORMULA. 
AND SPURS, JUMP NEXT TO MONSTER, USE FLUTE, DOWN ROPE, L, 
L, USE FLUTE, L, USE BRIDGE, L. U, Н, Я, Н, USE BELLOWS, GET IN appears that fps the asteroid away from the Earth. 
BALLOON, U, LAND ON CLIFF TOP, R. GET PINS, USE UMBRELLA. D. D. 
R, GET MEDIUM SIZED BARREL, USE LARGE BARREL, GET IN CAN- PAUL KNIGHT, Cranley. 


15 FOR F-65000 TO 65029 

20 READ A: POKE FA 
25LETT-T-W'A 

30NEXTF. 

35 IF T<>7698950 THEN PRINT "ERRORI: 
STOP 

40 PRINT "START TAPE" 

45 LOAD “CODE 65088 

50 POKE 65106,194 

60 RANDOMIZE USR 65000. 

70 DATA 205 64,254,33,249.253 
80 DATA 17,100,255,1,13,0,237 
90 DATA 176,195,46,255,175,50 
100 DATA 118,188,50,17,193,50. 
110 DATA 126,191,195,164,151 





DAVID MELLISH, Bromley 





TRICKS 'N* TACTICS 


ENDURO RACER 


A nice little cheat for ST own- 
ers here. 


When you first begin to play Enduro Racer, atter 
the countdown type the word CHEAT in on the 
keyboard. Having typed that in, pressing ono of 
the following keys will result in a specific effect. 


© pressing T gives you an exta 10 seconds to 
complete the race 

© pressing S advances you one checkpoint 

© pressing F gives you turbo speed (210 kmh) 


DARREN CLARKE, 
South Normanton 





Not only do we bring you a wonderful map of NON, USE UMBRELLA , D. ( IF KRUSHE GO R, GET BEER BARREL, L, L, 
USE BEER, WALK INTO MAN) (IF WU PONG USE FLASH, L), (IF SMYTH 
USE CRICKET BALL, 1). IF CAINE USE SPURS, L),( IF BEAUCOUP USE 


UNICYCLE, L), GET FORMULA, Я, R, GET BEER ( IF NOT GOT ALREADY) 
R. R, GET CRYSTAL, L, D, L, L, L, GET BATTERY, L, JUMP ON TRAMPO- 





BT Tar T гига 


Ts 





<tr ots 


ute sts аеры 


ianua 
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LINE, GET LEVER, L, USE UMBRELLA, D, L, GET COAT HANGER, L, USE. 
CRYSTAL, PUT CRYSTAL IN YELLOW BOX, USE TRANSPORTER, L, GET 
BARREL, D (down), А, USE VACCUM CLEANER, U, LAND ON RIGHT ATOMIC PILE, USE PINS, Я. R, USE LEVER, PUT LEVER IN SOCKET AT 
TOP RIGHT OF SCREEN, R, WAIT, R, R, R, GET BUTTON, L, L, JUMP AT 
LEVER, L. WAIT, L, L, USE TRANSPORTER, L, D, D, D, R, R, UP LADDER, 
GET ТЕА, DOWN LADDER, L, L, UP LADDER, USE SILVER LINING, 


Give the Prof the items as he asks for them and thats it. A flipper now 
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Fierrens 





Another insult-packed issue of letters - most of the nasti- 
ness stemming from your views on the touchy subject of 
piracy. We always want to hear original thinking on this 
subject; but if you're going to insult someone let's just 
try and keep it relatively clean, eh? 

Elsewhere, there's stirring news of Mums playing 
and a long letter full of wisdom from north the 





game: 
border. 

|| Whatever you want to say, just get it down on paper 
and send it to ACE Letters, 4 Queen Street, Bath, BA1 
1EJ. And don't forget to specify which computer you 
own; you never know - yours just might be one of our 
Prize Letters. 











€ Mum's the word 
| thought | would write in to 
Logolron's statement at 
та players and 












maybe other reader 





David Wong 
Singapore 





confirm their statement | 
| think Sent 


finished and in Dnler | 


ind 13 locations so far. 
| am а mum о! 48 years young 
and spend most of my 





Ye 128 as my fa 
now grown up and | find 
s far more enjoyabi 
sewing or any 
а! hobbies 
with my age group. 











Barbara Hudley 
Newport 


Well said, 














































Riccardo Nardini 

| Troon 

€ Singapore sling We tried to find one as well - but | 

C atulations on a well-produced ouidn , 

formaton pack 

| 
| & d 
IM somewhat toward Paul Cosby 
ll Amstrad machine 4 Station Close, Garforth 





Leeds, LS25 1РТ 
| tical and 
| on the Amstrad 
must disagree with 
| point. It should be pointed 








\ 
| оп the programmers 
can either be in a 












90 Advanced Computer Entertainment 











1) Can we register our warranty 
anywhere in the UK (Sierralinfo: 
сот)? 
2) Anywhere the ‘help’ books are 
available? 

Also, m thinking of splashing 
ол on a colour printer — which one? 


Matthew Green 
Watford 


You should be able to register any 
Infocom games with Activision, 
who distribute that software in the 
UK. Hint books aren't widely avail 
able in this country: your best bet is 
to read The Pilgrim or to consult 
the people offering help on айке! 
mures in our Pink Pages. A decent 
colour printer would be the Star 


LC10 Colour, which weighs in at 
around £300. 


© Give it a rest 
Гомп an ST. No I haven't got TOS 
troubles, but that’s not a joking mat 
ter. I think that S Wright and his ‘ST 
bias? letter in issue four, is bias. 
Ive looked over many magazines, 
since | read this letter, especially 
| ACE. In the reviews for ST games 
"here's always a bit in there, some 
times rivaling the two computers, 
But it stil gets the Amiga on the act. 
‘Anyway, my friend owns an 
Amiga but we dont argue about 
which has the best graphics. Now 
the ST can produce 4096 colours 
оп the screen, at the same time, 











this rules our Wright's boast about 
the Amiga, but it still has the greater 
processing power in its bitter. Again 
the ST has a built in MIDI for great 
music. 

Гат trying to keep this a non- 
bias letter unlike Wrights’ quote ‘But 
if you want something really special 
get an Amiga 

| am really fed up of seeing ST 
bias, or anti Amiga letters. Why 
can't people give computer mags а 
rest? Let's face it, they do try to be 
fair. Keep up the good work ACE 





S Clark. 
New Malden 


A lite friendly rivalry doesnt do 
any harm does it? In fact, if every- 





| believe that | am older than the 
majority of your readers and as 
such have perhaps had a little 
more time to develop an overview 
of the pattern of computer sales 
and perhaps my rellections may 
be of help to others. 

In my youth | became one of 
the earliest owners of Dragon 32 
(ап early steam-powered comput 
er) because | realised that the pun- 
dis were right, and that this 
machine, with its 6809 chip, was to 
be the standard by which others. 
were judged. How right ! was. 
Everything else seems to have 
been better than it. 

As the years rolled by. it came 
time for me to stop merely playing 
with computers and to use them 
for the purpose for which God 
intended. Serious playing. Obvi 
ously, the simple Dragon would 
not suffice for this strenuous role 
and so | cast my aged eye around 
lor a meritorious machine to sup- 
plant it, and | felt that in the 
Amstrad 6128 | had found such a 
‘machine, and that this was one 
which would not quickly become 
obsolete! 

I is now obsolete. Nonethe- 
less my trusty Атос will not be 
replaced in the near future. The 
aged eyes are now slightly jaun- 
diced, and for their own protection 
many of your readers would be 
wel advised to develop the same 
outlook, at least for а while, The 
reasons being as follows. 

Given the premise that the 16- 
bit games machine market is in re 
ative infancy, buyers should be 
cautious about holding their breath 
and jumping at the first or the 
cheapest knick-knack that comes 
their way. | cte as an example of 
this video recorders. Originally 
"here were three main types i. 












LETTER 
OF THE 
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V2000, Beta and VHS. The из! 
mo are respectively . dead and 
dying. Now only VHS remains. If 
you think that this does not apply 
1o computers, remind yourself of 
the Oric Atmos, Tatung Einstein, 
‘Acorn Atom and Electron, Dragon 
32. Aquarius etc etc. The main 
premise of whether or not to buy a. 
пен machine is not how good it is, 
‘but how long it will last? Only time. 
Wil tell There were many, perhaps 
better, computers on the market 
before the ІВМ PC. But they aren't 
there now. А 

Secondly. | would suggest that 
the current boom in 16-bit games 
Software is probably а transient 
Phenomenon. The example that | 
Cite for this is Amstrad sofware. 
This sold like hot cakes when the 
CPC's were introduced, but tailed 
off to a lower level and now runs 
very much in the wake of C64 and 
Spectrum sales, reflecting the rela- 
tive numbers of the machines. | 
firmly believe that 16-bit games 
are doing the same. Therefore, 
either 16-bit buyers are wealthier 
or they are buying sofware for 
heir machines because as yet 
they have very ittie. 

Thirdly, any prospective buyer 
should consider whether or not he 
or she could afford to upgrade (if 
Possible) or completely replace 


any machine it and when the man- 
ufacturers replace it. Here any one 
of а number of cases could be 
Cited, but perhaps one need only 
look so far as the bewidering 
plethora of ST Variants already оп 
the market to wonder how long 
any one of them wil last. 

in conclusion, I reckon that the. 
B-bit isnt dead yet. I know that 
you've heard everyone say that 
before. but the format is, afier ай is 
said and done, both versatile and, 
тоге importantly, popular. The 
sheer volume of these computers 
im the country speaks for itsell 
There is really a massive amount 
of software presently on the mar- 
ket. 8-bit owners аге not prepared 
to pay full price for programmes 
any more because we have all 
bought a 'qualit program at some 
time or another and have been 
most dreadtully disappointed by an 
unplayable game that soon palle. 
‘There is no reason to suppose that 
16-bit owners will not do the same 
in due course. i ST, Amiga and 
the prospective Amstrad owners 
are supplied with impeccable soft- 
ware | wil be proved wrong, but 
frankly, | doubt it. 


Robert Mcintrye 
Udny, Aberdeenshire 


Och, ye've had such terrible bad 
Juck that | cannot find it in myself 
to withold a prize from ye - if only 
because of the forbearance with 
which you turn the other cheek to 
the blows of fortune. As for hedg- 
ing your bets on 16-bit, we're con- 
vinced that those machines and 
their software are here to stay. 
But we don't believe that 8-bit is 
dead; there's plenty of lile in 
those old dogs yet. 
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body was perfectly happy, we 
wouldn't have much to write about, 
would we? 


€ Extremely 

confused 
1 am geting extremely confused, 
please help me. | own an Atari ST 
FM and | buy several magazines to 
ое! information on which software to 
buy 

When | purchase ACE, | often 
soe а review of a game that you 
thought was very good and | might 
decide to buy it. | get 77°*<<8% 
and it gives the same game a low 
mark and it puts me of 

!t happens with other magazine 
as well | don't know what sofware 
to buy any more. | am sure other 
people are getting the same prob 
lem 





James Mellor 
Bedtord 


Dear Confused, 
The answer is simple; ACE is night 
and ай other magazines are wrong. 
Keep taking the medicine. 


€ Very rude indeed 

| ат a new Atari ST owner and was 
hoping to do some programming. 
But alas when it arrived there was 
по information on programming. | 
did get а booklet on advanced ST 
basic but that was no good for me 
because | don't know how to write 
the simplest ST basic programme 
anyway. Perhaps you could tell me 
if there are any books or the like on 
this subject. 

The price of games is really 
expensive: £20-25, for just one 
game is just not on. | know you can 
shop around and buy them for £15 
‘or £16 but stil it is very expensive 
You do get a really good game деп 
erally. but the software companies 
must get a lot of profit. 

Now start to grovel. Last month 
you reviewed Black Lamp by Fire- 
bid. You put the game down 
because of its "highly impractical 
controls, | bought the game last 
month and | am enjoying it very 
much. The ‘highly impractical’ con- 
trols are excellent, even with the 
keyboard. | have never found any 
thing which was inaccessible so 
perhaps you were not trying hard 
enough. | think Black Lamp should 
have got at least 915, not a miserly 
813. Shame on you! | hope | have 
not been too rude! 


Ben Morris 
Monmouth 


Yes, you have been too rude, but 
мете used to that kind of thing 
here. We stand by our review of 
Black Lamp; it definitey wasn't a 





Advanced Computer Entertainment 9 1 





























FLeTTERS 


900 game, although it should per- 
haps have scored a few more 
points. As to beginners’ books on 
ST Basic, Atari are releasing а new 
version ol their Basic Source Book, 
which should be available as you 
read this 


© Librarian 

Please could you answer my ques: 
tions, How would | go about starting 
my own software hire library? | 
understand that | would have to get 
written permission from software 
‘companies, but how do | do it? Also 
if then get permission, do | have to 
рау full price for a game and then 
give them a percentage of what | 
make? Please answer my questions 
as it seems like a good idea and | 
want to know if it can work. In other 
words, will | have to pay out a for- 
une to get it off the ground? 

Also, do you know of anyone 
bringing out a 16-bit magazine? The 
СВМ64 and Speccy and the 
‘Amstrad have all got magazines, all 
‘on games, for themselves so why 
not the ST and Amiga? There can't 
be any excuse for no software sure- 
ly, ‘cause all the software houses 
are backing the 16-bit computers, 
зо come on people, give us a 
‘games magazine. 

Please print this letter as Ive. 
written to loads of mags and never 
had one printed. My last question, 
why is ACE £1.50 when others are 
much cheaper? Even so, | am sure 
| loads о! others think your mag is 

great. 











Jason Allen 
Oxton, Birkenhead 


Our advice to you is - don't do it. 
The whole business of whether you 
can legally hire out software is very 
tricky. And you have to admit that à 
lot of borrowers wil be most likely 
to copy the stuff while ifs out on 
loan. As lor a 16-bit games maga: 
zine, what on earth do you think 
you're reading? OK, so we give in- 
depth coverage to 8-bit suff as 
мей, but ACE is second to none in 
its coverage of the 16-bit entertain 
ment scene. Why does ACE cost 
£1.50? Because its prined on 
glossier, betterqually paper: 
because its full of beautitul colour 
screen shots; because every 
month we offer superb prizes and 
special promotions. Lets face it - 
the chance of winning an Atari ST 
or loads of software is prety attrac: 
tive. 





€ Small ad anxiety 

My associates and | are attempting 
to establish an Atari ST user group. 
We would like to place an advertise 
ment in the new ‘pink pages of your 
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Diary of a satisfied customer 


January 9th 1988. Got ACE today. 


graphics are so skilful. Oh, how | 
wish | could have an Atari 520 
STFM, my Commodore 64 is well 
ол of date. беа! Maybe if | enter 
the Arcade machine competition, | 
might win. | could then sel it and 
buy an Atari. Fantastic, why didn't | 
think of this before. Hello, thought 
you would catch me out. Гт not 
that dumb, Гуе already read the 
whole issue. Tried to fool me by 
putting the Xenon picture in the 
‘Sidewinder paragraph. This ACE 
‘competition is so easy. Just fil in 
the entry form, stick a stamp on it 
and pop itin the post. m bound to 
win! 1 sent the form off straight 
away. Soon | would have an Atari 
S20STFM. 

‘After looking at the ACE issue 
again. | noticed adverts, second 
idea!!! could sell my Commodore 
64 by advertising in ACE and then. 
with the money | get and the 
money Гуе saved | could afford an 
Atari. Look! its free to advertise. 
Td better send my advert ой quick- 





ly. This idea is hopeless. Ive 
advertised my micro in other 
‘mags, and no ones bought it. Oh 
well, its worth a try; after ай, ifs. 
free. 


Feb 6th 1988, 10am. Got ACE 
March issue today. Quick шт to 
ihe pink pages. Search the 
columns for my advert. Ah! There 
it is. How professional й looks. 
Mind you, look at other Com- 
modores advertised, they are 
much cheaper! | doubt if Т1 sell 
mine now. This is so frustrating. 
For a whole year I've craved for an 
Atari ST. Commodore's are now 
like ZX81's. What am | to do? All 
my frends have Atans and | am 
like an ugy ducking among 
swans. Every time 1 see a 16 bit 


micro | fee! like committing murder. 


Feb 6th 1988 6pm. Ring, ring, ring 
‘goes the phone. I dash downstairs 
as fast as my legs can carry me. 
"Hello | say ‘Hello’ says the тері. 
er, ‘Ym phoning about the Com- 
odore 64 for sale’, Great! | gave 
the phone to my dad to do all the 
technical stutt. Yes they are buy- 
ing. Great, fantastic, superb, what 
can | say? Thanks АСЕ. Later that 
day 1 received two other phone 
‘ells about my Commodore. 

Now | can afforó my long- 
awaited Atari and | owe it all to 
ACE. Now ACE is charging £2.50 
and | definitely recommend it. It 
pays to advertise with ACE. Му 
problem is solved. | no longer pace 
up and down my room but play ай 
night and day on my Atari 





J Williams 
Stittord Clays 


After this long and enthusiastic 
tale о! enterprise rewarded | 
guess we've just got to award you 
а software prize for you to play on 
that ог ST. Remember folks- it 
pays to use the Pink Pages. 











magazine. However, there is an 
apparent limit of 30 words for user 
groups. but | have noticed that 
some of the advertisements have 
‘exceeded the limit. We feel that we. 
require more than 30 words in our 
advertisement. We should like to 
know if this is possible and И so, 
what is the extra charge? 


AJ Smales 
Market Weighton 


It costs £2.50 to place a 30 word 
small ad; Di – the small ads supre- 
то (or suprema?) - says that it ifs 
just a few words over there proba 
‘bly won't be any problem. II it gets 
much bigger, just pay twice £2.50. 


€ Caning for Com- 
modore 
Can you say whether there is or 
ism any truth in the rumours of 
Amstrad releasing an Amiga type 
home micro? | think that if it was 
released it would mean a serious 
caning is in store for Commodore, 
таубе even bankruptcy! And where 
would this leave CPC owners, with 
Alan Sugars business policies they 
‘may end up “on the rocks”. 

Do the manufacturers have to 
be so hard on each other and 





indeed on us the micro owners. 

‘Are 8-bit micros dying? This is 
a question on many micro owners 
minds. Are they or arent they? | 
know new 16-bit machines wipe 
them all over the road with great 
graphics and sound, but wil the 8- 
bits be losing releases to others (16 
bits). 

George Laird 

Loughborough 


‘See our news pages for more on 
the Amstrad 16-bit rumour. 85! 
micros might not be as healthy as 
they once were; but | wouldn't say 
they were dying. 





@ Is heavy met 
killer? 


| just want a word on censorship. 
Many people today think that crime 
is on the increase and it is due to 
heavy metal etc. This is utter non- 
‘sense, as the crime rate has stayed 
the same for centuries. Itis only that 
we have more news about it that we 
think there's more. 

We then go about and blame it 
оп films and compuler games that 
depict sex and violence. Compuler 
games as a rule make a player 
more aggressive, but a player must 
be aggressive in the first place to 
play them. Games with a lower res- 





olution of 320 x 256 or less, would 
то! be censored. If they are; only 
those that express extreme violence 
should be censored such as Death 
Wish Шапа then it should be cen- 
sored to over twelves. Games with 
а higher resolution should only be. 
‘censored if the graphics are good. 
and show mutilation or nakedness 
апа then be given a 15 certificate. 
Any games that don't come under 
this category but stil show violence 
should be censored to over twelve. 

‘Companies haven! bothered 
with it so far, but as 16 bit comput 
ers get more used, censorship 
should be imposed due to raalism. 
Most authorities forget though, that 
computer games are for enjoyment 
and not for filing our bloodthirsty 
desires. Thanks for letting me speak 
my mind. 


Patrick Degeham 
Newly, Co Down 


Utter nonsense isn't the exclusi. 
preserve of those who think crime 
is on the increase. 





First of all | would like to commend 
you on an excellent magazine, fl 
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of software reviews news and views 
Which al add up to an excellent 
magazine. 

As you are called ACE 
(Advanced Computer Entertain 
теп) | felt | had to write to you to 
ask you where the games consoles 
are in your magazine. Surely, since 
these are dedicated games 
machines they should get some 
coverage of the software available 
for them. | own a Sega System and 
buying games for it is rather difficult 
as | have no chance of seeing them 
belorehand, so maybe you could 
review а game or two a month (as | 
only buy one game a month or so) 
% that people like myself can get 
the best software for our games 
system and give the worst ones a 
miss (as £15 - £20 is a lot to pay for 
а game that will only appeal for а 
few days). 

1 do think that this system does 
deserve some coverage even it the. 
number of games tiles is relatively 
small at the moment so how about 
n 


Jon Healy 
Exmouth 


Jon - we've never neglected the 
consoles, but there hasn't been 
much fresh stuff around to review. 
We did have Sega reviews in our 
last issue. To make sure you don't 
miss console software reviews in 
future, we're pointing them out 
тоге clearly on the Screen Test 
intro page. 


® Nosedive 
First | would like to say, that | have 
been a devoted ACE fan, and your 
mag is so good | don't read any- 
thing else; Good mag, brill mag, 
золу crawling again. 

For the attention of ACE read: 
ers and ST users; | have just 
bought that simulator that all mags 
rale to be good = including ACE — 
Fight Simulator 2, by Sublogic 
‘Great, can't wait to get home and 
ge up with the birds in the 
Couds"But horror, what shock, 
What dismay, what c° 

Yes, for just £49.95 you to can 
yin boring scenes with poor graph- 
©з and read a 132 paged hand: 
book that you need a degree in avi 
aton, or map reading, to under. 
sland how to get from one place to 
another. 

Yes | know it's not a game, but 
lor £49.95 you would at least expect 
to get your 49.95 pounds’ worth. 

All the airports look the same 
apart from the odd mountain, that 
Жеп you fly over it, it looks as flat 
as a pancake on shrove Tuesday, 
Graphics wise | gave Flight Simula- 
lr 24 out of 10. 








LETTERS 





© Piratical rubbish 

In reply to the ‘Reluctant Pirate’ I 
feel I must point out that he is talk: 
ing rubbish. 

There is absolutely no excuse 
for Piracy; greed can be your only 
motive. There are probably plenty 
of pirates who complain about the 
amount of unemployment. Don't 
they realise that their actions, on 
any scale, are just as likely to 
make the situation as bad, И not 
worse than any government? 

Remember when the ‘Speccy 
was ‘the’ computer, there were 
hundreds of software houses. 
Where are they now? Obviously 
not all of them were put out of 
business by pirates. Some were 
due to bad management or even 
just bad games. But piracy wil 
have been a major contribution to 
many companies’ demise. 

1 know that three or four 
unemployed on top of three milion 
does not seem like much, but tell 
that to your ~ and | use the word 
advisedly - ‘victims’. 1 know that I 
didn't enjoy my spell of unemploy- 
ment. 

1, too, have spent a large sum 
of money on my computer, a 
52057, and | am also a manic 
games player but | will not touch 
Pirated software, even when 
offered at extremely low prices 

‘As an example, | have been 
waiting for Out Run and Gunship 
since before Christmas, but like 
thousands of others | wil be 
patient, and hopefully as with 
other delayed releases the game 
will more than make up for any 





Piracy again 


amount ot the time spent traveling 
to my local retailer 

My last word on this subject is: 
There is no excuse for piracy. 


David Paton 
Glasgow 


ө Piratical cobblers 
After reading the letter s ‘Doley’ а 
thief” by lan Cracknell in your 
March issue, | finaly snapped 
Sorry lan, but ifs you who's the 
plonker, not A Doley. Im sick and 
tied of being branded a thief just 
because | сору games for fiends, 
and of people who condemn oth 
ers like me in general. So A Doley 
is 'spoling the software industry as 
we know if eh? Total cobblers! 

The. music business, has 
collapsed yet and im'sufe more. 
people copy audio tapes and 
records than they do computer 
software. “Evaon must have 
dfe 1 2ТЕ Fe (yes, even 
‘jou, Jan Crate) ап anyone 
‘Whe says They ayer! is a наг. 
болбоду thé on Meh who piratë” 
ames оп a large scale are dong 
wrong (this happens in the music 
Бе as well, but people Lig me are 
doing no harm whatsoever 

Sol HT *e^peopie ke lan. 
‘Cracknell who keep havillg'à go at 
us. please js пай off and die 


Rowland Turner. 
Chertsey 1 


is it just a question of scale? Is 
whéther something is right or 


wrong merely а question о! how 
much you do it? 


€ Mad bomber 
While reading last month's letter 
page | was suprised to find the let 
ler form the reluctant pirate. It said 
just what | wanted lo. | read it 
through agreeing with more or less 
everything. Then I read your reply, 
1 couldn't believe what you were 
saying so | planned to bomb the 
place. Then | thought | couldn't 
agree as you are а mag and 
everything would fall on you like a 
ton of bricks so | wrote a letter 
instead. Here is another tip for the 
companies - do not release repro 
duction copies. My Garrison has 
the men al ihe same bui the 
'game's the same. On Pinball Wiz 
adi t. cannot save fy score - but 
во what? 

Anyway, companies - it realy 
^6 inat bad. 1 cannot see how you 
keep in production as everyone | 
know has copied copies, 


Меде 








The sound is not too hot as well 
~ try crashing — just a "DING" sort of 
sound, where are the other planes 
or trees, or buildings. | did not know 
that this earth of ours is fat. | 
thought it was round, but just try 
flight sim - everything is flat, the 
whole boring thing is fat 

Just try the thrilling World War 
1 Ace. Set your sights on the 
spaghetti fying enemy, shoot your 
guns - no sound? No explosions 
when you drop the bombs that you 
can't even see, yes ай in all | must 
be in a silent movie. 

Now as you can see | am very 
disappointed and so | should be, but 
should I? Am I expecting too much 
from my ST or is it that software 
programmers are taking the mickey 
mouse? And | say again for £49.95. 
DO YOU THINK | AM MOANING?? 


KJ. Brady 
London 


Yes, we think you're moaning. Per 
haps your problem is that you're 
just not the fight simulator kind of 
person. Many of these people 
exist, and they take no pleasure in 


the detailed mechanics of fight, 
and keep away from software 
which simualtes it. It's just а pity 
that you bought the most expen 
sive one around, 
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FADVENTURE 


What a month! the Cowled Crusader casts his 
eye over Infocom's latest offering, checks out a 
| new release from the company that will soon be 
bringing you Dungeons and Dragons, and 
| checks out a new competitor to The Bard's Tale 
All that PLUS Shades Diary, Pat's Patch, and No 
Problem! Go for it, wanderers 


SHERLOCK 
HOLMES 


The Riddle of the Crown Jewels 


Return to tradition with INFOCOM 





DURING 








RELEASE BOX 
[XL NETT NN 
TBMPC — tie 
| ATARIST £24:990k NEN 
AMIGA — £24.990k IMMINENT 

















94 Advi 








SYSTEM 91 ENCOUNTERS 88 
CHALLENGE 88 LANDSCAPE 86 


ACE RATING 899 





ADVENTURET 


MIGHT AND MAGIC 


Rapid-fire role-play from ACTIVISION T 


ACTIVISION * 


hese days. Tr 





Notas prety as Bars Tale, but has beter 











cont utes 
= — ч 
| RELEASE BOX 
| [сит ux OUT NOW S к 
| IBMPC 24.9906 OUT NOW tta: mber: SYSTEM 88 ENCOUNTERS 78 
No other verions planned h 2 CHALLENGE 87 LANDSCAPE 79 
Б z 3 atts à ACE RATING 825 








QUESTRON II 


Ultima-style gameplay from SSI 


THIS 













те myscal word ot Landor vewed ron above 








RELEASE BOX 
064128 гэ» OUTNOW | 
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IBMPC — 24995 MAY 88 i xa | 
x x te | 
$ 88 ATARIST єх MAY 86 at cv | MEM 79 ENCOUNTERS 60 
86 AMIGA — £24,990 MAY 88 Book of Magic c у CHALLENGE 85 LANDSCAPE 75 
= acc pss Lassen usen ACE RATING 819 
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FADVENTURE 


SHADES 
DIARY 


No time for pacifism this month as Sappho the Witch tells 
how Britain's largest multi-user on-line game copes with 
the introduction of a new feature 
attribute. Contact her on MBX 019998149 


















When 
who is bonki 





wh 


it seems that 





ally, what h 
has been 


So ever 





introdu 
start with a b 
is then altered by 
players. The p 
increases so does yo 





NO PROBLEM! 


Ali glory, praise, and adoration is due to these 
valiant adventurers who have risked Ме, limb. 
and a trip to the nearest postbox to deliver these 
timely tips for other players. This month, the Pil 
grim confers honorable Pilgrim status upon Ray- 
mond Ternent, lan Gay, A.J.O Donovan, А. Маг 
shall 

To send in your own bid for immortality, jot 
your clues clearly on a postcard and post it to 
The Pilgrim, 4 Queen Street, Bath, BA1 1EJ. 


Bored of the Rings. 
Riders — play hide and don't seek 


Borrowed Time 
Spy а meeting in doctors to stop a f 
car park 





Bally Hoo 
A fancy dress party the meeting is not 
‘could get you quite a lot 

Lions that cause trouble need a whipping, but 
dont be a stool. 


but it 


Starcross 
Red and yellow could save your hide — in the 
repair room they wil side 





TTENTION PLEASE 


И you've ever wondered what it's 
like taking part in an on-line game 
with dozens of other human play- 
ers, then wonder no more. Next 
month, ACE will bring you а spe- 
cial feature on on-line MUGs in 
which Sappho will give you every- 
thing you need to know about this 
exciting area of computer ent 
tainment. 

The games, the players, the 
quests, and all the details you 
need to log on will all be there. 
Don't miss it! 

















the Fighting Skill 


ters of pacificism is unlikely to be 





ahuny 
My own v 


at being peaceh 












doesnt mean that you cant, or shouldnt 
k nd yourself. Surely part of the 
whole adventure is about being able to cope 





s, violent ones includ 
would never attack, but that 
er grabbing an assailants 
returning it, pointy edge first 








ed? Sappho 








te weapon? The cabbage. 





> You are being battered by a cabbage leat. You 
| пке it so much that you beg for more, completely 
| тайпа to see the rusty longsword being inserted 
into the lower portion of your alimentary canal 
Youll never be able to walk properly again 





at doesnt appeal, you could 


و 


Kobyashi Naru 
To get the solance, activate it and pull, to get out 
of the pit, cimb on the wall. 


Stationtall 
Plato is a problem concer 
you could use Floyd. 
Mirror, mirror on the wall, is 
1o be found at ali? 

What was once hot can help with the cold prob. 
lem of explosives 


zum. 
To catch the bus, raise sign, then raise hand 
То get past the crocodile step on it. 





ing a droid, so maybe 








юге any platinum 
Rigel's Revenge 

Lost in the desert? Retrace your steps. 

To get a uniform from the bungalow, throw some. 
rubble at the security light. 





Planettall 
Microbes fall for hot lasers. 
Let Floyd do the dirty work in the biochambers. 





Redhawk 
Give the vase to the curator 

The wellios will save you from a shock. 
Techno can be defeated with the magnet. 


Wishbringer 
A stone in the Ix 
head. 


Vd is better than a hole in the. 





Beyond Zork 
Sell Mischief and Fireworks - both useless. 
Sell valuable objects - tusk, crown, doubloon, 


Karyssia - Queen of Diamonds 
password to p 











ia Ostrania to stop hawk attacking 
Examine tree, open door, and go tree. Then jewel etc 
nd the: to Hermit, Hello’ Buy a rabbit foot and rub it to earn luck 


To get the minx, erase snow tracks (to eam 
compassion) and wait for the hunter to pass by. 
Kiss the Unicorn's horn for luck and then levitate 
unicorn and saddle (о earn compassion), 

Say lightning to rockface to gain access to light 
house. 


to pentacle and it wil tum 





Kentilla 
Need to enter t 
Dragon Zelda and help wil be at hand. 
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STRATEGIC PLUS SOFTWARE 


PO BOX 8 
HAMPTON 
MIDDLESEX TW12 3XA 


ALL ATARI ST TITLES 


SOFTWARE 
هھ‎ 





DUNGEONMASTER (FTL) ^e long awated role-playing game trom 





Pas ray arrved 1 megs 


ша gie V2 
jon guts e ia to be made about your can 
уйле by rapa, putas or monster, VOU ae балы 
erent types tom the sales found i ihe Had of Champion or 
lcs and exculent use 0 the Toute, alow easy access o 
aros weapons, cote, armour and accouvemart High бнаа JU view ha 
and rooms ofthe dungeons and e animated тогел appear in ront of you Sung 
i! Unique magic system requires log and аста practis. 10 dacover and Taste hos 
imperart spol! Comes highly recommended and a must or the serious adventure gamer 
|! Player Designed by Doug Del, Mika Newion, Denis Walker PRICE — M95 


NVERSAL MILITARY SIMULATOR (aibi) - a eveiuonary пем concept in he 

and presentaron of ол the computer. Designed 10 akow the gamer io create 

у шогса orlamous bate al may may wan Yo soraia “Every меж o 

fad or бонге, rom th bate ald to the time tele. Ungua ЗО оса, 
[tei мї Zoon eate and rotation te bata. Fut use cl mouse and mora 
ie wit some optional уссат commune, ges a vory easy ouis conan sys. 
an ether opt play Win fu contro auris, oro aka e ra d wy шулаен 
лун a the computer помета and conva. Comes wih 

алкасы Ат (33180) Натан 000, Wao oo Qi Waa (1819) and 
res, maps and unis сал, al be naved and ane ai riorchangatla бейнел, 
tector, Aexancor is Comma и белуш! cles рта and HL Re rero eror 
A 


Designed by D Cora Oran PRICE ..2498 


арра 
EET III 
Ex ee tS ea te ea ste 
Еа анаа eri 
Erst re END OT "oma 
Ec dep eie 
БЕКЕ MiA Ta MOME АТС 

raan m aa e Eie NARR ОНЫ 
certet сы ытар 
ey rant rood pon tng comand wnat 
E ED cokes anne eran a weet ГЫЛЫ ТЫН 
аа Аа АЯ 
Kis or nr a 


тарау Designed by нен Prce £43.00 


The range of board assist wargames trom 


SIMULATIONS CANADA now available on the Atari ST: 
GOLAN FRONT. batalon leve game of the Arabrurael War n he 

Nort 1973 Pree 

GREY SEAS, GREY SKYS modern tactical ship o shp combat garw, 

Жа chips avalanle кот naves around he wort Pre. 
БЕТИ ESKADRA” modern day Serma vel game а ava 
‘pets in e Medieranean Pree. 
SEVEN FLEET: modem day operational evel game of navalair 
КЕСӘ Price. 
STARUNGRAD CAMPAIGN. сота/алту leve game ofthe German 


the South on e Easier Front 
Sine Vio February 1843. Price 
(All these games эге text only and come with maps and play pieces) 





Other titles 


Fit Simulator 11 (Sub Logic] 
FSI! Scenery Disks No.7 and 11 each 


Breach Scenario dek (Отена). 


Coming Very Soon 
iim (on Sylora hey 


Gunship (Microprose) 


3 EE Ring 01979-2987 EY 


£20.00 
$35.00 
2000 


£2495 
£2495 


Send £1.00 for our catalogue 
(redeemable with first order) 


Wizards Crown (SS) 
Rings of Zifin (SSI) 

Roadware Europa (551) 
Phantasie Ill (SS!) 

Moebius Ill (Origin Systems Inc) 
Autoduel (Origin Systems Inc) 


Kennedy Approach (Microprose) 
Carer Command (Rainbird) 


х= АП prices are inclusive of VAT & Р, 


Ogre (Origin Stystems Inc) 
Е-15 Strike Eagle (Microprose) 





ACCESS - ORDER BY CREDIT CARD LINE 01-348-2907 — VISA *' 
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FApvE NTURE 


Wot, no Ultima reviews? Where are they. Pi. 
grim-person?? 

My apologies, fellow Pigs. but dont 
despair - we have good reason for our 
actions 

First, we received two more new fan 
tasies this month (Questron II and Migh!n' 
Magic) which, being new releases, needed 
the space we had set aside for the Ultima 
games, Second, despite the original 
release schedules, the new Ultima V adven. 
ture is still not available and it seemed sad 
to cover the series without being able to look 
at the latest and probably the greatest of 
them dll, We live in hope for next month. 

Every dark cloud has а silver lining, 
however. The big deal. Pilglings. is that we 
те planning to make this section even BIG- 
GER and BETTER from now on, so that we 
wont suffer so badly бот space problems in 
the future. Its no coincidence that we 


you press anykey to exit ~ no kidding, 
Rob Marshall, Congleton 


ferent opinion. Its rather a limited game in 


ot character to go up a level 


require experience, but these are g 





ilar advantages. 


Simon Felton, Kilingbury 
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‘Other games that do not have these restrictions placed upon ti 
these are Warhammer Fantasy Roleplay and Stormbringer. They bot 
advancement, which produce characters shaped mote by the player and less by rulebook 
WFRP, for example, uses a system of career advance tilbes о allow the piaye 
from an apprentice level to mastership. as in real Ме this doesnt happen overnight and does 
ven mon 

character can change career and doesnt have to stick to a genet 
but сап specialise and become, say. an ELEMENTALIST or any other of countless types, but the 
character is modelled by the player. and this makes the player t 

encouraging better role playing. The system used by Stormbringer, although different, has sim. 


BRAVE NEW 
WORLDS 


fantasy role-playing 
the market is growing 
very rapidly and the new 16-bit machines 
е ideally suited to this kind of software. 
Weve therefore decided to EXPAND the size 
ot this section, covering areas of science fc- 
fion. fantasy, interactive fiction, cave 
spell casting. No doubt about 
ner 
YOU to help us. Were 
not going to th yw section Upon you 
re want you to tell us what you want and 
his end, welll be print 
з а special 

























the mogazin 
questionnaire. be а special prize 
draw for those sending it in, with some fan. 
tastic adventure software up for grabs. Dont 
miss it, or youll miss out on your chance of 
shaping the future of the countrys bravest 
new world 














IN BRIEF 


+ Beyond Zork is definitely the fist gamê where youre on Cloud 9 for ages. When you search 
the treasure at the end of the game to find the Coconut (Fanfares) you then get the best end. 
ing Ive seen to an adventure game, barring Trinity. There's a real feeling of satistaction when 


Yessir, BZ is a scorcher. Did you know that role-playing is now the largest growth area on the Stales 
adventure scene? Its success is bound о influence other, more traditional adventure software houses 


‘Whilst the Pilgrim may consider D&D to be ‘the role-playing game par excellence’. I have a dit- 
that the only way players can gain experience 
points is through combat. This сап be damag 





3 to the game, with players acting totally out 





ter. Two of 
use different system of 


om ате far be 





родов 


for good roleplaying than combat 











4 he knows the 





aracter. 





DAD players may disagree with what Tve said about the game, but before they criticise 1 
think they should try the systems I have mentioned - they will fi 





infinitely better 


Thanks for these interesting points, Simon. Actually, 1 am well aware о! the games you mention, but did 
nit include them in the artic, since it was primarily about computer games. | used D&D as an illustration 
simply because it is well known amongst non-role players. We should also give t credi for its roe in 
raising public interest in role playing games in general. 


PATS 




































PATCH 


‘Adventures often contain non-player charac- 
ers, and usually they're as static as ће 
scenery. To add a bit of spice to your game, 
why not have dangerous characters patrolling 
the playing area on a regular beat which the 
player must work out in order to avoid dan- 
ger? 

The following GAC routine does just that 
and works by using an object (no. 50) as a 
character and moving that object trom room lo 
тоот as the game progresses. Also needed is 
а counter (well use counter 100), a marker 
(marker 100 ) to check the progress of the. 
character and a set of rooms, say 4 to 8 inclu 
sive where the character сап be. Well start 
the character off in room 4, send it through 
rooms 56.7 and В then turn round and come 
back again.. and again.. and again. 


© Line 1 loads counter 100 wih the charac 
fers stan room and marker 100 shows the 
direcion ot travel, This should qo in your ini- 
faisaion ine unless the рано begins afar 
another event (a door opened or ап alarm set 
©! perhaps) — then make ine 1 part of he 
action for tal event instead. 

© Line 2 s acted on if he character is going 
up the room numbers but not at he end yet 
ө Line 3 бопе when the character reaches 
the highest numbered room on its beat It 
resets the marker to show the direction of 
movement has changed and reduces counter 
100 

ıe Line 4s he reverse ol ine 2 and ino 5 te 
reverse of line 3 

© Line 6 simpy looks up the number in 
counter 100, treats this as the new location of 
the character object, and moves the object ta 
it 

There's nothing to stop you having several 
characters in your game each with separa 
or possbly intersecting beats. In fact yu 
could create an interesting maze situation and 
make the player avaod а whole host of en 
mes wih diferent patterns of movement 
the same area. You could even have charac! 
ters interacing with each other it thay тец 
the player controling the ime thoy std t 
patrols 





INITIALISATION LINE (part of it) 


1) 4 CSET 100 SET 100 















HIGH PRIORITY 
2) IF ( CTR 100 < 8 AND SET? 100 
INCR 100 END (going шр!) 
3) IF ( CTR 100 = 8 AND SET? 100 
ECR 100 END (about turn) 
( стя 100 > 4 AND RES? 100 
100 END (going down} 
) IF ( CIR 100 + 4 AND RES 
END [about turn] 
CIR 100 END [put charac 
t at room (ctr 100)1 
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A Want to know the best games to run on your micro? Want all the facts and 
ч figures on the latest hardware? Look no further - it's all in the Ace Pink 
E Pages. You'll also find our regular Reader to Reader section, plus this mon- 
n th's brain-teasers in the Random Access pages. 
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on ot 
^. | ARCADE ADVENTURES | 





t heir 


instant death 
of a popular genre. 


DUNGEON MASTER 





| CHUCK YEAGER'S 
ADVANCED FLIGHT 
| TRAINER 

















EAGLE'S NEST 

Pandora @ Amiga £19 95 Ө Atari ST 

puse. MAGIC KNIGHT 

This is one of the better Gaunt TRILOGY 

specialy on the 16-bit machines. The Mastertronic @ Knight tyme Spectrum | te 
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much in one package ИЧ take many 
hours ol fun lo master all the options 


FLIGHT 

SIMULATOR 2 
Sub-Logic € Atari ST £49 95% @ Amiga 
£49 950k ө IBM PC £49 950k 

The venerable godtather of fight simul 
tions, Flight Sim Il is the standard by 
which all others are judged. Although it 
‘spent а ziion weeks on top of the US 
chars, its dificult to get hod of in the 
UK. Ifyou have the technology, this is an 
‘essential purchase. 


GUNSHII 
Microprose Ө PC £34 95k. 

Excelent graphics, involving simulation 
and a variety of missions make this one ol 
the batter PC games. Piloti your copter 
around in order to гар vanous gooks may 
ти be lembiy tasteli, but poltics aside 
you should have a lot ot fun. 


LEADERBOARD 
AccesslUS Gold @ Spectrum £899 Ө 
Сы coos fi499dk Amstrad 
£99905 £14 999 Ө Atari ST £19,990 

Ht you only buy one golf simulation for 
your colection, make sure its Leader 
board. W's head and shoulders above 
everything else оп the playability and 
realism stakes, easy 1o get into, with 
delightful graphics and some wicked 
courses. Once you've mastered those on 
the orginal version, tackle Tournament 














FACE RECOMMENDED SOFTWARE 


Leaderboard and then World Class 
Leaderboard (based on real courses, 
including St Andrews. and also contan 
ing the Gauntiet Country Cub, a course 
devised lo be as Мод! as possible) 


TOMAHAWK 

Dial integration Ө Spectrum £9 95s €. 
Amstrad С9 95cs £14 95dk @ Alan ST 
Em 

One of the айзте great ут smulaton. 
Tomahawk also has а strong combat 
‘edge to Il. Flying a US Ату Apache hei- 
copter в a complex business, and the 
game's resisti controls make no conces- 
sions К leamer plots. Choose one o Ine 
three combat missions and you can fy out 
то attack ground targets, while keeping а 
weather eye open for enemy acri. 
Landscape, buldngs and vehicles are ай 
dram in crisp vector graphics. 








For megalom 
on the battlefield. 


BALANCE OF 
POWER 

Mindscape Mirorsot @ Amga £26 950k 
ө Atri ST £26 950k Ө IBM PC £26 950k 
© Mac £26 95 

Defnve strategy game for 16-biters. The 
player takes the role of one of the super 
powers, while ether the computer or a 
frend takes te other. Then is а case of 
туе to wn ends and influence people 
ола фса scale. This can be achieved in 
а number of ways, including supplying 
ams or nancial aid 0 radical factons in 
е hope ol topping а government wich 4 
rot recepte to the great Amenca^ of 
Russan dream (depending on which uide 
you're playng). Is complex, involving and 
s dieu рву n Yen minute sessions, 
[Absorbing stu that ges an insight into 
the devious world of geopolitics. 


DIPLOMACY 
Leisure Genus @ C6 
£14 95k @ PC £24 95 
The grand ой man of nasty negotiation 
boardgames finally made a ото home 
computers and how! The game can han- 


1295 





de up to seven players and ifs am 


17 EVERSLEY ROAD BEXHILL E SUSSEX (0424) 221931 


DEALERS FOR ST & AMIGA 





STRATEGY GAMES 


ас. The games listed inthis section wil relly test your metle 


‘engrossing and madly addictive game 
that's а must for mero megalomaniac 


UMS 


| Rainbrd @ Atari ST £24 05dk @ IGM PC. 


£2495dk € Macintosh £34954 
ө Amiga £24,950 

Вагыйз Universal Мішу Simulator i 
designed to simulato а conic: between WO 
forces on a useróefnabl terrain that can 
be vewed in re dimensons from any 
one ol eight deectons. The program her 
жез à new era in 16-1 computer wargim 
ing. The ST version is available now wit 
жө other versions folowing shorty 











VULCAN 

CCS @ Spectrum t995cs Ө Amstrad 
БЕМ] 

An elegant, simple and ingenious 
‘wargame, Vulcan covers the Tunisian 
campaign of 194243, A huge playing 
area and a attack phase make the 
‘game an improvement over the same. 
author's earlar works Amhem and 
Desert Rats. Vulcan is tast, efficient and 
simple lo play, and то selkrespecing 
wargamer should be without t. 





nF] 


ТҮ 




















Алти MO + моды 
| nr d 
Jamon As 81 Menor 
‘Pam + Top Games 
бла Meg ne 


Gumana 1 Mag Orive m 

Pris 8823 Med Res Colour 

болмо + Cabe 

Sir NL Preter » Cabe 
PONE Fon uon 


Kan 52067 « 1 Meg Оте 
an зом. Meg Dre + 
Pras momor 
8833 Соо 


Phils 8833 Mec Res Соол m 
80095 молдо, Cable 

Sur N 0 Pier 
сөз 
peanas SEGA Games Console 


74 95 
БК 





Eee 
К 





РТ 


ORDER BY PHONE 





Prenat Pree Dewey Seng Cheques or Visa Access deal 10 


КЕС Ж 


IT122722277227171]9 IE FEE ESTIS PROP 222727 212900200 999 T PPP? ЕН 


CBS Computers, 17 Eversley Rd, Bexhill, E. Sussex TNAO 1HT 


Mast Orders despatched wain 26 Hours, Ыл afow maximum of 14 days 


Presse send SAE or Ай st. State Amiga or ST 


Tel (0424) 221931 
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: Lo -——— Jl а 
peel petis Је. 
NEBULUS 





SPORE 
4 If youre after а game that will provide you with a real challenge, without | Hewson ©, Ом а сәм © аге cel ы 6 ы 
neccesarily requiring large doses of strategic thinking, then ifs a puzzle | SPee £.99cs @ Spscirumt! 990s 
бае pogo o he юр ol мун towers 
game you want Одат pore eet Sah wer | Tre wiring combination ol экер, 
" ipe mat өт ne тше туз муу | Persei biasing and gea grapes 
ч rake Spore a поту Vl rca lease 
BONECRUNCHER BOULDERDASH balance between план amd sade, | "hat a bargain Pen 10 be abie to реки 
‘Superior Software @ C64 £9.95cs Раева соода Lom Боп, Add the rotary scrol, and you have | ЧР 0761291 
3 £11,.95ck Ө Amiga C14 95А [ia g. Anaad | 5 good looking, playable winner 
E А на Sgt Ва поні vena may | SSE ТЕ TETRIS 
зла tig moro тола Во, aee SENTINEL Молой Ө Spectrum £895 £10 900% 
А esa нн a а | коюн ш би coc. Bae domn amd | Foi Ө Spedum Сава Ө ОМ | © ОМ бяка EIEN @ Arend 
У gameplay | ® за £14950 ө Amand (0058 | fhUcs C12 960k @ Aan ST £18 00k 
features which give Bonecruncher a feel | Oxremely vicky puzzles, Collect jewels 0 Aria £19 90k @ 16M PC £10.99 
an "M ol їз own. Highly recommended for | hidden in cavers. digging away ewt | 149589 Atari ST £19 95% pov: a 
у those who prefer to sole problems | Ad boulders io get at hem. Boulders | Bizarre yet competing strategy game | А fascinating geometrical oddity. this 
4 edid ай сап drop and cause you serious damage, | played over the chequered surtace of а | Russian puzzler tums the obscure math- 
т. ‘white the jewels are ohen hidden by | planet dominated by the Sentinel. Funda- | ematical topic o! packing into а cult 
vin seemingly impenetrable walls Complex. ‘mentally, you have to absorb energy while | game. One at a time, shapes fall down- 
but great un Волдидий а а casse | stopping f Бива fom asoring | Wards io a rectangular playing uma. 
you can’ afford to miss in budget form. yours. You need a clear brain and las! | Lett to their own devices theyll pile up 
Wage Seer fr the very orga and | ley rach te кр of screen. 
DEFLEKTOR large (10,000 possible landscapes) game psd al pa ccd ما‎ Base and 
GreminVortex Ф Spectrum £7.99¢s @ Ове s Ы sie 
E Qu cam Hk ө: Wi st | SKULLDIOQERY be tater эшн Wr Wei ман 
оя [o Nena @ An ST 19.95 күбү; їй allan 
yng Juggle optics (not the spirit dispensers) | Boulderdash clone that completely out- | behind them means they're well worth a 
H за you ty о солто а ши beam юа | doos Фе orignal on mis machine. Agan | lok teaver your machine, 
2d receiver and atthe same tme destroy a | (see Bouderdash above) you're dggng 
E series of cols onscreen You need © | for daronds in cavers over 100 die 
E. make full use of the mimos, freopéc | ent screens — with a time limit for each | THINK! 
“i conduits and polarising and retracing | эстеп. Skukiggery scores on payabity | Firebird Ф Specrum ti99cs Ө C64 











blocks. Clear the frst screen and you] | (easier screens to begin with and a | £1.99cs @ Amstrad £1 9905 





MEGASAVE FANTASTIC SAVINGS 




















ri 
E] 
E Established during 1984 SUNARO are proud of their dedicated ATARI 
8 seco wh promises FRIENDLY EFFICIENCY wi REALISTIC PRICES. 
A 8 WHY NOT GIVE US A TRY? 
H 
Hik $g | |... ATARIST... ATARI ST ... ATARI 5Т.... ATARI ST... 
iu uv “Bal | Венн» 
7 Bad Саг з un amp.. 
Pu БЕ Hn #8 
te aa" 8 Wn 
Bn m S oH 
Hn EX uod 
EI ge cn] | Gunship 
ШЕ io Pool ..... меат: 
Ze z Predator ESTE 
Chus Oids ‚15.95 
БЕ — 15.96 
= 
нен 
ES 
эзе — 
E. 
Eas, NEW TITLES AVAILABLE ON RELEASE 
нт. Mal эч эчу Postage тол Great tah EEC 739 ри tem Overseas ad C S0 per тит 'SUNARO SOFTWARE (ACE) 
Soc aequo в Megasave, Dept AC, 49H Sutherland Street, ЕЗ ро вох 78, Macclesfield, Cheshire, Skio PF EJ 


Victoris, London SW1 V4JX Telephone (0625) 25228: Microlink MAG 96023 
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\ Springheld Road, Grant 


III TURTLE PRICES ARE THE ONES TO JUDGE THE COMPETITION BY !!!!! 
Il WE ARE SURE YOU WON'T FIND LOWER PRICES AND FREE DELIVERY !!!!! 
1111! FIRST CLASS SERVICE AT FIRST CLASS PRICES !!!!! 


I 520 STM COMPUTERS/DRIVES/MONITORS etc RRP OUR [iM PRINTERS RRP OUR 
99 ess 3 


КОТ EM Меюучмул» 3 тй Уз ыл тун 3 Av Sues S Pret + ST Lead DIET 
Т M hooomo Movas 2 meg drva ЭМ! 25 More Morio $398 О Pwason OI 18 Prove. Epson compute, NLO, 120CPS « SYLed..20175 1848 
3205 T FM Keyboard Mouse. 5 meg drive SC 1224 Союш Молло 790 58 71990 прагр шодо га РЕ; ШЕ 
AT Т keyboard Mouse Боти олу ET] Epson compte NLO, 165СР5 « ST Lead жэ wee 
TET Fs Magan etse e Юю BE ues Pre. Epson compattie,NLO, aSCPS + ST Load 1и m 
TOAGST Keyooara молы mag ve Moro Moor 8830 0932 MPIM. Perte Epon OM compatible, NLO 1350P$ + ST Lead изе Mop 

OOST Ketone Movas Y mag ove SC 1224 Cour Monto BSa 5099$ HD: O Coi Pre locns rt 
MEGA ST 2 Meg Famücuse Moro Manor mj ае - y nu 

MEGA St 4 MED Ram Move Moro Montor CA Mea 136 Ca Ритми, SOCPS, Epson сотон. NLO 40CPS p 
MEGA S 2 Mog fam Mousa Como onor 137993 122898 pag bO СӘ Рг Epson compat: MLO. 480CPS » ST Len... x: 42435 

GA STA Mad Ra Mou QS 10780 мр 132 Corn Dasywheei Primar, 25CPS, Que Dabo Sid 20995 
A age St Computers Mis wih ite Cs Bere Desputcn pas 158 Coum Daepetesi Petr, 4OCPS, От аро Si 40686 зә 


DISC DAVES RAP OUR RI SLMBOS Laser NEW IN STOCK 29900 119086 


umana One Mag Drve 357 14395 
Gumana 525 ST Ore. (CSAT9008) LEE DISCS AND THING RRP OUR 


\ Cumana Dual 35 ST Dive (COA33A) 27500 
i Kian 20 Mog Hard Disc Orvo (New Mode: SH205) nm млооден Baneyr Backed Clock 52071040 (New Ungraded Model эз 2098 
Supra 20 MB Harg 08: » Unes inn Colour Monochrome Swizh (Alows 2 Montors Соогесев) m» 2295 


$300 35 Das (0 + cay Case (10) - LOW LOW PRICE 79 1195 
MONITORS ШШШ] 000 35 она (0) ctam Case 110 - LOW LOW PRICE кюз мю 
Rar Мезыт Res Соо Момот ШЕЙКА OL, anons 0580 Dacs (10) - LOW LOW PRICE m» vs 
[XE E EE EH Mouse Mat 2650 #2 795 аю 
7005 ENED Соси Mentor: ST ETÀ Doc Geaneg Kis 3.5 0 525. (Өши which) 798 4365 
Stab Slo Л Ыы BI] Han Dus Covers. Computers Montors rom ass 


ALL COMPUTERS & PERIPHERALS NOW SENT 
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5853333338533338352538355 
5535585; 
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All prices include VAT at 15% and delivery anywhere on the UK Mainland 
How to order — Post: send cheque, P.O. or Visa/Access details to the address below 
‘Phone: call 0476 591040 24 hour service with your Visa/Access details 
TURTLESOFT Dept. ACE, Unit 3, The Old Malthouse, Springfield Road, Grantham. Lincs NG31 7SE 
‘Subject to availability, all items are despatched within 24 hrs. E&OE 
‘Cheque orders require 7 days clearance 
Just because you don't see it — doesn’t mean we haven't got it— phone for more details 
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Originally released by Arolasoft at lul 
price, bul now available fora traction ol 
{hat кот Firebird Homiy addctve one 
or two player game played on a 646 grd. 
in which you allempt Io connect four 
counters, horizontally, verbcaly or dago- 
"ally. А compeling puzzle which incorpo- 
ales many extra features and skil evel 


XOR 

Logotron € бросит t795s e 
Amstrad t995ce £14.95dk Ө BBC 
T9 95cs £12 05d 

Ewomely vicky maze game where you 
contol wo sheds and collects masks 
году" 15 mazes which increase in com- 
репу as you progress. Аво, in later 





ages, fah and chickens le in wat, oen 
lang the masks and just wating to tal 
оп you and bring your quest fo а premature. 
жа Later s. they're the least of your 
ноте as Domes, transporters ard dois 
соор up to conspire against you. This one 
requres planning lo complet successtuly 
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BRAIN GAMES 


ing? Want a game that offers you an opponent who's 





th mindless blasti 











CHESS MASTER 
2000 


Electone Аз € C64 їз 
£14 950.8 Amiga £2495e @ Atan ST 
24 95 @ IBM PC £24 950k 


and chance. A tuor program and short 
manual make this an easy 1o use and 
ahy entertaining ресе of software for 
veterans and novices alke 


Strongest chess game on the Amiga, | INFOGRAMES' 
Sere | eae 
pn T Infogrames © Amstrad 012 95с5 


playing options you could wish fr. Pus | 11097 129 
поте larly y speech synthesis TNR MN 

Graphecaty the best of al contract bridge 
simulators, with large playing cards 
depcied against a suitably green baze 
background. Plays a good game (lor a 
computer, which after ай is a bi short in 
те imagnation and fair department 
and features а wie range of optons and 
bidding conventions which you can log: 
де on and off according to уол ную 





COLOSSUS CHESS 4 





f$95cs £1495 Ө Amst 
(1395 Ф Atari XLXE £99505 
S1495 

Best bet for B-t machine owners, wit 
choice of 2D or 30 view, umpteen levels 
ol dificuty, and myriad optons which 
enable you io play, watch, work out 
chess problems, etc against a ine com 
puler opponent 





POWERPLAY 


Arcana @ Amstrad £8 95cs £14 95k Ө 
Сва S8955 E1495 Ө Amiga 








COLOSSUS MAH E1295 6 Aan ST та 95 
f you wart o гу ол your general коні 
JONG you your ge 
edge, we reckon youd be better of wih 
CDS € C64 ї99%сз t1499 Ө x 


{his original and challenging combination 
of strategy game and quiz than with the 





Amstrad £9 99¢s £14 990k 








Rummy-the oriental game of strategy | admtedy monster-seling Trivial Pursuit 


ASH! 


D LOWEST PRICES * 
IS Mi d 


IONTHS 


TOP 25 








Powerplay is graphically very pretty in its 
soting on Mount Olympus, home of те 
Gods. 


SCRABBLE 

Leisure Genius @ Spectrum £9950: Ө 
O64 £12950 014954 @ Amstrad 
£9 9es £14 95dk @ IBM PC £24 950k 
The hugely popular word game transla 
e very successfully onto the micro 
Fast, excellent display, and a surprising 
ly large vocabulary (even it it does 
include some strange looking words on 
occasions). Good enough to give even 
strong human opponents a tough game 
at he higher levels 












ICOM 


All hardware fully guaranteed. 


357 баса 0500 guaranteed (packed in 10) 


25 tul packed 15 inch lacs OSDO guaranioed 25.00 
50 tu packed 3.5 inch discs ОЗОО guarantees 4700 


Philips 8839 colour топот « Amiga or ST Lesd — 


ee msc p 


ATARI SOFTWARE 
Р о! 


hone for detalls of speci 


Babaran, 
me Word Pls 

GST C Compiler - 

Kragh Ore 

Wordarter ST — 

Data Manager ST 

SwRCale ST z 
Time Works Desktop Publisher — 


өгө pack RAP ои, 
due rr 


“r SPECIAL OFFER 


Data Manager ST + Swift Cale ST mann 





voe reac te 


2050 

2250 
= таю 
250 


New software and hardware is constantly being added to our list at 


КЗ &| | massive discounts so if you do not see what you want сай ив for latest 


Sere SAE te 


Aa nena me depres SEIEN 


тое snd requ PO S a co 





ducts and prices. 
All prices Include VAT @ 15% and P&P on UK айй, 


ит, 
Ga oc evan if un 


ASHCOM, 10 The Green, Ashby de la Zouch, Leicestershire, LES 5JU 
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CASTLE HOUSE 

11 NEWCASTLE STREET 
BURSLEM 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 

TEL: 0782 575043 

(10 LINES) 


Come Game .. 
Big Trouble Lio China 
We Ave The Champions € 
































es 


ANY GAME NOT RELEASED WILL BE SENT ON DAY OF RELEASE 


BEST SERVICE, BEST PRICES 
PHONE US NOW. WE WON'T BE BEATEN 


P.P. Free on order over £5. Under £5 add 50p. Overseas £1 per game 
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player сотор conversion. You and а | Hewson @ ресуцт £705cs @ C64 


ARCADE-STYLE крс rane | GaSe son ae 
CEE | Se 

Lid EE 
Including coin-op conversions. Games with a high f encapsulating them in your bubbles to 
addictiveness feature here. pe ei dh rege Rd. 
RR Sr oer 
erre eed | Son tee er oms Eo 


Graphicaty superb horizontally scroling 
shoot-em-up in which you run, duck and 
jump your way along a planet's surface 
blasting away at alen delences. А gun 
and a missile launcher are used іо biast 
the foes, but if things are sill 100 tough 








TAS Sry Y а dient siant on rms | эбе Can ao be played as one player 
ano иу See А ss cot Har | ten you can qni эл оен я 
оаа oat land Bi BE ena potectan and Ire power 
mon рад 
Lg BUGGY BOY HIGHWAY Б 
Ele ө СЫ єз 9с C14 950h Ө Апааа 
= е, BOUNDER Er sions ENCOUNTER — 
Gremin Graphics 6 Spectrum £7 95s @ „ | ofer {avaiable on The Bost of 3 
^ C64 £995cs 012954 @ Amstrad ABO Gop adon ФМ дато hel wi compilation from US Gold) @ Spectrum 


Keep even the most ardent Out Run = керү! 
(эса £1395 е fare tony torn tong unis Cohec те | 289868 O Ansrad £8.08 


А great arcade bounceemp, and very | tae bonuses in the attempt to complete | Each game inthis compilation isan excel 
addictive кю. You guide a bal as I | me five grueling courses. апу | nt example of Voter's 30 animation and 





ARKANOID bounces from one platoon lo another. | playable and highly addi, Buggy | 0" озгеру, but Higrway Encounter 
imagine Ө Spectrum £795cs @ C64 | high above the vertically scroling land. Boy should be on any racing fan's shop- stands out in both departments, as you 
Bios £1296 € Amstrad (йз | scape. Land on marked squares and you | ping kat plot our оле дого sad hapway hing 
£14956 0 Alan XUXE їй 9с, @ Alan | can slay alof longer or gan a mystery of teats fon a mutant vibe of dustin 
ST £14.95dk @ MSX CB.95c« @ IBM PC | bonus. Fil in a gap or hit one of the 
поб {game's many nates, however, ard уол | COSMIC 0108 

lose a ile Bonus bouncing sectors а | CAUSEWAY 
Conversion fom Arkanoid the coin-op, in Молой ө Nan ST £10 90 
їз urn бе best version of he cassie | ono aach levei heip vary Pe pace, and | Gramin @ £5 Эк €14 99k А тадти Thrusts bast Check out 
Breakout. Simple in concept the player | "OS® ЮЧ? gaps realy keep you соти | coke. о te very popular | tho mai review on page 44 


back for more. Bight witty graphics, great 


controls а bat at he base of Ihe screen. 
жов а bat at ће base ofthe screen, | Te. and fs so playable 


Eia eus TE. Todi ин 
stay VI rd fU тм ананы dre erg шаи me oa | PITSTOP 2 
кэкре rie e Fari эйт esi you y o. | ERAS Cu Ө Asie oy on Ep 
бейш o estoy emos queen | BUBBLE BOBBLE poti vos td Ses he mums | Fan ceat © ОМ Ein 
томо hal c ta mese. Earn ы | Паша e discum тла е ОЙ | aee Ln ects cemere || Denia Dem to CER red 
eut e rende лиги | scs юа Ө sal rates. | жаз Тайды ек ame |i RN E toes 
Tere Сонг ота do созын | CIAIS OM ST Hab prier ae Games’ 

















Atari 520 STFM 


SPECIAL OFFERS WHILE STOCKS LAST 


п, mc n Pack A Pack С 312 BROADWEIR, BRISTOL, BS1 AY 
Мон Паза mes, | трук; | pan sinek Ыры 24 HOUR ANSWER PHONE FOR ALL QUERIES 
o perl 10 Bat боз аннат NEW TITLES AVAILABLE FROM DAY OF 

£299.95 £314.95 E RELEASE FOR ST AND AMIGA. 
рө зары. | Peze sata Yo el EI 
Fret Word Neochrome eic | Adventuro. Рите, рот sm | only £339.95 ATARI ST AMIGA 

HURRY — BEAT THE PRICE INCREASE 
ALL PRICES WILL INCREASE BY £50 ON NEXT LOT OF STOCK 
ATARI ST SOFTWARE 


LATEST RELEASES 
icc a eas 


555858 E 





um 
Lj 


55555 55535555555 





Anga А Моше. Basic, Û At toms in Pack A pun 
Tac Manual Owners с | настане Gode Gaary 
олзоо Amiga Workbench Misc Stud 
Doure Part Modulator," | Tass Times n Tore Town 
ШШ mcam Adventum 
29.08 











"Lightspeed Sofware. 
ө order doupatched wean 24 hour, pias allow 7 days 





Advanced Compute Enerainmen 105 















































Pace RECOMMENDED SOFTWARE 


Evesham Micros 











All prices VAT/delivery inclusive 


JATARI ahs o 


520 STFM with 1meg memory upgrade. 
520 STEM memory Sporde t requires soldering 
1040 STF with SMi25 mono monitor... 
Mega ST2 with mono monitor... 
Mega ST4 with mono monitor. 
Atari SLMBO4 laser printer, great value at. 
‘Atari SM125 mono monitor 
Atari SC1224 colour monitor. 
Gumana CDA358 2 meg (dual) drive, 
Atari SH205 hard disk, new їуйө................ 
Расе Linnet Modem Раск inc.cable & software... 
Philips CM8833 colour monitor ow ST lead. 
Philips CMB852 as above, resolution... 
Extra £10.00 discount on. 


3.5" disks 5.25" disks 


Why pay more? 


ES We can supply 

р m 7 m e negt 
igh quali 

па drive 

for an 

ultra 

low 

price 


a FEATURES $N 
E R 
oe aS ca. О 


$ Very quiet . 

* Simine sting £99 95 

© Throughport Г 

* Top quality Citizen drive inc. VAT 

Long cable for location State Amiga or ST 
left or right of computer when ordering 

Ф Colour coded to computer 


PRINTERS лн 


Site 


Star LC10 replaces the NL-10, features 4 NLQ loris, paper parking. 
front pane operation, PLUS 2 extra ribbons free ol charge... 

‘Star LC10 colour NEW 7-colour version 1010, 

includes 2 extra black ribbons fre. : 

Star NB24-10 high 24pin quality, inc.2 extra 

Sar N&15 budget wide стадо pintar 

‘Star NB24-15 wide cantage version of 

‘Star Laser, very high spec. for cost, price. 

МЕС P2200 budget 24pin, great 

Аттай DMP3160 good value 1 


At prices VAT delivery тае 
Nett ү Salary 1500 extr 
cheque РО, or ACCESS VSA deals е Stree 
Wil ACCESSNVISA number ‚сай. ا‎ оов 
Worcs WR11 4SF 
Tel: 0386 765500 
830 IBH Tel: 021 458 4564 








Thing rg gane wher he seen i | E1 экз @ Anaad 1 Ss 
арй ito мю end you can race he com Territyingly sensitive controls and a large 
puter or a пепо Lots of differen! Grand | helping of realite physics make this bud- 
Prix cirouits, tyre blow-outs and of course | get tite an absolute must. Flying down 
the alkimporiant pistops guarantee 10 | through the caverns of an enemy-held 
give you hand cramp and your brain а | planet, you have to pick up fuel and 
wi sang ent. destroy hostile gun turrets without crash- 

ioe tane wala. Tough toig 
STARGLIDER эз its, but then you've got to make the 
Rad Ө зли сы эко стозе | reum рту wih а Temy end sung 
Фм быз CITES @ Атагы | unde you cal Vary пем very юс 
frags Позво ө An ST USS | We 
tmp £24950 ө EM PC E1958 
Sugan is a sooren msi | THUNDERCATS 
pw Бану ао даз и ВЫ | thee Ce CIS Г.К Sern 
Е eon аюны vor 

Oates e ta ca es 4 Son 
view from the cockpit, your objective is 10 dd nat 
Set те ишу. agio oí e 
Egon loce тю have имиш your 
homeland Nona. Sand use vx 


raro but an outstanding game. 
tude ol obstacles 1o avoid along he way. 

SUMMER GAMES Graphical impressive and compulsively 

Epps Gold © 060995 ам Ба | payable ко 

@ Nan XE C14 960 (Summer Games 1 

очу) € IBM PC £29 95. 

Ep wating minio are of мр | URIDIUM 

алу b none have quie captured те | Hewson Ө Spectrum €8.95cs Ө O54 

Жашау and sie ol he orignal Som. | £39508 £12950 Ө ВВС £9950 

те Games and ts immediate successor, | 148500 

Summer Games 2 One to six players | The pce de resistance of scrolling 

can tke part in hah jump, gymnasics, | shootemups: blast the dreadnough and 

Springboard cing, clay ровот shooting, | attacking ships while dodging around any 

Swimming. ров vast and others win | large structures, Great metalic ooking 

lovely large graphics and smooth anima | dreachoughis and the smoothest 

fon trougheut Conto! of your alee | scroling youll ever soe put this head and 

tan be complex so pracice s recom- | shoulders above the oppositon. A game 

mended Tot fo be missed, especialy now that 


O54 versions come packaged with the 
SUPER SPRINT excelent Paradrod. 

Electic dreams @ C64 £9:99cs £14 990k 

Аттай 9995 Specum £395 @ | ZARCH 

Mr Superior Software @ Archimedes 
One ofthe bentar coin-op conversions cur- | £19 95dk 6 Amiga and Atari ST versions 
renfy ayalable. Wah up to ree players | under development 

id competing at олсе, the acion is tast | ACES highest raled game to date. A 
and furious and it wîl take а nelriunéd | sold free dimentional shoot-em-up wih 
car to complete some ol he more IOTUOUS | such graphic perfection and timelesshy 
Gods hel appear liir in he game. adócive gameplay that it became an 


instant classic. Zarch could do for the 
THRUST Archimedes what the juggler did lor the 
Firebird @ Spectrum £19905 Ө 


аз ы шыс кс naa] 
SPECIALS 


Original works that are simply unclassifiable feature in this section. — . 


The game based on the М TV 
seriescomic plastic toy. ifs a sideon 
view scroller that just oozes gameplay. 
Each of the game's 14 levels в a straight 
ine dash from stat to fish with a mul 














ATF ду orignal and vory playable А mi 
Dia inegaon Ө Ом Choss eI conpuarerierinmant 
12 95ф @ Specrum (8962 £1295% ELITE 


raje mgr ч: л Firebird ө Aum £14.95cs @ C64 
Ent even ema tars ie oe ee 
н a change Digtal тейтш. he crack @ BBC поа HISK 
= ~ mou: (available trom Supenor Software) 
Aeris e 


‘set а standard for other companies lo lol 
DRILLER low. One of the first space games to use 
Incentive 6 C64 £14.95cs £17.95 @ vector graphics, its a shooting and trad 
Spectrum 14 95с С17 954 @ Amstrad ing efort set across several дай, 
£14:95cs £17 950k @ BM PC 1996 иһ plenty of variety lo the gameplay 
This thvee-dmensional masterpiece of You can rade legal goods in (relatively) 
‘exploration and adventure took a year to sate systems, of run the gauntiet ol 
develop, but the wat was worth iL A pirates inthe galaxies danger spots wit 
whole word was crammed into Bi your hold full of contraband. Ether way 
micros о give the player such а teeing ol there's a nice ine in zero-G dogfighting 
"eng there’ ifs uncanny. We bold, daz- апд as big a task as youl find anywhere 


SS УНАН 


oe 


efeate rae 





MAGNETRON 

Firebird @ Spectrum £795cs Ө C64 
£8 95cs 12954 

Puzzles and acton Steve Turner style 
See main темен on page 51 


MATCH DAY 2 

Ocean @ Spectrum £7 95cs 14050 
C64 tB9Scs #1295 ө Amstrad 
£8 950s £14 95 

Definitely the Боба! game on micros: 
magnilcent animation, great gameplay. 
Vicous and situ computer opponents 
Various mprovents over the орпа! make 
ths a must tor all compute football tans 


QUEDEX 

Thalamus | C64 £9,998 £14 9909. 

In this impressively challenging game 
you must steer а metalic bali through ten 
leront screens of mazes, bonuses and 
obstacles, all within а вө! ime imt. This 
imple game concept has a host of 
‘added features to make it particularly 
pleasing: you can carry over unused бте 
to he next screen, for example, and tack 
le he diferent scroans or planes: in any 
order you wish. Excellent graphics and 
Utterly absorbing play. 


SPINDIZZY 

Electric Dreams @ Spectrum £9.39cs Ө 
Сві £9995 £14.90 @ Amstrad 
£9.9008 CM 99¢h 

Tremendous stuff, steer your spinning 
ор over tough obstacles and collect jew- 
els, against a fiendish time imi The 
game landscape is a vast system of cat 
Walks, ramps, lowers, and trampolines 
surrounded by lethal drops — and NO 
safety rails. Floor switches actvate lits 
‘and bridge gape, but tripping them in the 





right order can be harder than it boks. A 
few bad guys and a lol of rice touches. 
but he exploration’s the thing, 


TAU CETI/ACADEMY 
CRL @ Spectrum £9 95cs @ C64 £9 95cs 
£14 956. @ Amstrad £9 95cs £14 950 
ө ari ST £19 950k @ Amga £19 95% 
Flight simulatorshootemup and i 
‘Sequel which are both incredibly smooth 
and өөй put together. The atenton to 
detail is impeccable as you set off on 
hav-rasing missions аз а space cadet. in 
‘Academy you get to design your own 
space skimmer crah as well 


WIZBALL 

Ocean @ Spectrum t7 95cs @ Amstrad 
©895cs E1295 Ө O64 £895 
мө 

A competing and orginal bal game in 
whch you become fe жабай and must set 
‘ut fo conquer the ‘colour creatures’ which 
are tont ол eliirating the spectum and 
Tendenng the landscape grey and drab. 
Controbng the wabal в great fun and 
makes this one of he most payable games 
to have appeared for along tre 








ENERHEZCNELIZEIES ст TEER 
ADVENTURES . 


Adventure games require text input from the player and give a text response 
in retum, There are many sub-categories, involving icon-control, graphic. 
depiction of locations, and even speech output 


THE BARD'S TALE 
Electronic Ans @ C84 £14 960k @ Amga 
t24 95x @ Alan ST £24 950k @ IM 
PO t24 06k 

БА a party ol up to six advorturers and 
ay forth through the cty in search of 
measure combat and tame Your charac 
te develops inexperience dumm play and 
the task Involved is prety immense dont 
‘pectoris tide а month or wo. 


BEYOND ZORK 
IocorvAcivision @ C64 с19 90 Ө 
Ата t24 99d @ IBM PC £24.99ch@ 
‘Nan ST C24 900k 

Inlocom’s attempt 1o muscle in on the 
roleplaying market is a great success. 
ocala the fabulous Coconut of Quendor. 
in a game that combines the wit and 
Ingenuty of one of the words most orig- 
nal sol vare companies with state-of-the 
эл parsing and gameplay. Text-only, but 
wth an on-screen mapping tacity 


GUILD OF THIEVES 
RanbrdMagneic Scols e C64 


£19,950 € Specrum {1595® Ө 
Amstrad 6128 £1995 @ Amga 
924954 @ ВМ PC £24 950k @ Atari ST 
£24950 @ Macintosh £24 950k 

Britain's newest adventure ^ software 
house produces a classic, tational rea 
sure hunt with state-otthe-an graphics 
and some very оку puzzles. Power 
parser helps create a conwnong game- 
wond wih humour and magnaton 


JEWELS OF 
DARKNESS 

RaindirdLovel 9 Ф C64 C14 95s Ө 
Spectrum 128 E1495 Ф Amstrad 
£14 95cs єт 956. @ IBM PC £19.95 
© Amiga £19 95ф Ө Aan ST £19.95 
© Macintosh £19 5% 

Level 9, Britain's oldest adventure pro- 
gramming атту, have put logether three 
ol their classic releases, Colossal 
Adventure, Dungeon Adventum, and 
‘Adventure Quest on one dsk The 
games have been uprated with graphics 
and larger vocabularies and are as dose 
lo the orignal spint of adventunng that 
youre thay о ind. 











ACE RECOMMENDED SOFTWARE 


= BYTEBACK ЁЛ 


THE ATARI ST SPECIALIST 
BEST PRICES FASTEST DELIVERY! 


Сарал Boos 1295 Invernaton Soccer 1295 














Dungeon Matter 1695 Carer Command p 
оа? 1298 Pool [rj 
59 13% Mani 13% 






Тал 1395 Roleg Thunder 13% 






























Kngnimare ‘hone Sip Boker hone 
Выбор 1045 Се Dera 3% 
Soupe 3398 Seconds Out 139 
Sowara Wings 1048 Xenon 1395 
Precar 13% Own Casio 16% 
Sapir 1298 Tournament ai Daaih 13% 
soe Binge 95 Crash Gavel 13% 
Bach any. 4295 Staygon 13% 
Que 16% Powerplay 1395 
Tera 1395 Toraman 1298 
versal Vitry бит 1685 Sapone 13% 
Erauro Racer 1396 ЕСО 13% 
КА 1048 Waal 3% 
Rampage 1045 Видо Bobbie 1095 
Star fron 13% SurWam 1395 
Text Ove 1695 Backlash nos 
Chessmaster 2600 1698 Ww Oympad 88 11% 
Tesi Orve, 16% Талдама 16% 
Delercer ol he Crows 209 Bards Tae 16% 
Barbaran (Palace) 1295 Cropper X 6% 
Ял: ot zin 16% Faval Puravi. i395, 
F13 Sime Esge 16% Тетир 16.95 
К 16% Hunt or Red Occber 1695 
Brtaran (Psvgrovs) 3695 Рио $95 
Sio Bate Sema, 16% Eagles Nest 1395, 
Leaderourd 165 Maie Madness 1820 
“Toumamert dak ©% Amano 1048 
Seen Sene E 3635 Gaurdet 1695 
Sra Perea Harner 16% Stargiser 16% 
А 3495 Colona Conquest 2095 
‘Serenza n ach 1695 Balance of Power 2095 








dew 1695 Росе Quest 1395 
Шота 2 sora 1695 Lesure Sut Lary 1395 
Arras o Rome 1685 Gnome Ranger 1045 
бой ot haves 1895 Pawn 1895 
Sicon Dreams 7" 1395 Jewels of Darkness 1498 

Machniars Gua 2095 











1398 Specrum 512 
1695 Degas Ehe 1695 
9% Easy Draw 3 55.95 
2800 CAD Erj 














4800 Cyber Part $6.00 
Genes. 400 30 Developers Dak. 24.00 

2400 Arhiectum Dak 34.00 
1950 Stereo Tek 30 Glasses Dr 





Faure Desgn Dax 






— omy "m 


Desaton Ре 7600 Superbase Personal 7095 
Procopy 1% Word Wer 5995 













Крал 7800 Fret Word Pus ЕЯ 
Кед 5750 ST Doctor 1305 
Zoomaa i 4798 Fasicom 38.95 
Pro Sapuna Desgner 4500 STUFF [rj 
Saveo 20% Back Pack Er 
Koma 36% K Swich 2% 
Komma 3695 кёрю? 3 





98.00 
Lr 
3695 GFA Banc Compl 36.95 
3696 MCC Ашта (NEW) 3695 
69% МСС Pascal (2) rj 


















Locking Disk Вон (80) 1400 Fury Mouse Cover. 750 
Ladung Da Bar 40) 1100 Mouse Mat 750 
3% Oaks 0500010] 1200 Keyboard Cover 400 
35 Dens 550010) 1200 Suncom Joysich 650 
Comperson Pro $000 (Black) 1450 Wü Gard Conor 35 
Corgeeson Pro $000 (Car 1550 Queamoril 800 
Јоу Mouse everson 4% _Quexshot Turbo 3300 
MEDIA BOX - нок 150 Оз. Compact and Swang 1750 
START. ST quarry magazine win ди! Latest eNO 3298 
All Prices include VAT and FIRST CLASS POST Ай Stock Пет sent 


by RETURN OF POSTTel: (0636) 79097 for 24 HOUR SERVICE! 


BYTEBACK отек 
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FuARDWARE BUYERS' GUIDE 


© HARDWARE 












IN BRIEF GRAPHICS & SOUND 


ACORN ARCHIMEDES 


Mos 
Package: 


2% Monitor Opllons: Ac 












Sprites 











‘Speaker quay Good 
on wo. v 





Price: Ranges vom, ‘Stereo ouput v 
юв зом aap Pertormance: 16 namah (ste ‘ 








SCPC umy аз чами о телер | Resolution: Mode 1320 9 





Pedormance: 3 cham Has В octaves, bit 





Ризо хо Vd vetita bead Yos gu eret y 39 Mose û 180 «20€ Кее Specie 42 бо 
кй 2 | emd me whole ч Palate: 2 ve sero ouput le rumen 
fures) күш CPCEES в по longer mano тут 0 8 а Colours: ode 4, Mode 2-2 мо 











Recommended Fetal Price: 44 mone 
E199 99 cà colour 299 99: 664 u 
тосон бее Г 





AMSTRAD PCW 


Models: Powe2s6, PCWaS!2 PCWSSIZ 
Package: £250 кера mantar wh bue 
nga do ve, бл mate preter Lic 


ө Hrd pay 























Saar montor win зде bul л dea ve 
msy «лөө тө. саста 2 wird 
a кле Monier Options: 2 





Memory: 56 250 
Processor. 20g 290 
Recommended Reta Price °C 
3385. PEST? ata 85 PCWSIE 
зе 


Sprites No 
5 











APPLE MACINTOSH 




















л SE: Маон! m 
mn CPU and de ‘Speaker оо, 
nouo- 10 mil мо та 
Сори We coy поти - 1610 258 Stereo Output 
Motta wv Performance 4 
Момо Output 
E (229 Monitor Supple 
paro V 4 19 75 арнат Monso Оро окаса node 





1400 esum т томон; medium and low resolutions 
1200 Gm IX "riy avaliable on colour monitors or TVs 











Colours Horo Spooner Ошу 
тебу res 16 [ ve 
тез Stereo Output 





Performance: 1 





КТ 





‘Spmes Nore 
Speed 
igh resolution is oy avaiable on mono 
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RS' GUIDE 


HARDWARE & SOFTWARE BUYLINES 








m he may Ach "Bes boy pice: As A 
| m 1 oe dev Second and seabiy i ү 
Dis Price Arouna Сз Г сартка y Maintenance. Cro v му 



























Disk Performance 000 эла ' э э» oe 








Keybour 103 seys (оул Mese jor кто y 
we кезуу nas усма берзе x aa ye он 
ига к M T Prospects — 
Joystick mouse кома mages ve бт 
tc nl spores Curent Releases. Sos stess более Lande Сотоне o ob 
Ports RSS) ser C wo (Games: re уса We ACE ated 979 a нча 


Disk Format: эл бә 














ber ol vies bı ‘Best Buy Price = 
Disk Price: Abou £ 
Disk Pertormance: Яе 
Keyboards sod 
ache еж Sapa Soner Leading 





Joystick Mouse. Stan 


Ports СРС 








Disk Format: 3n ipo: 





Best Buy Price. 


Second Hand Avoilabaity For 8: 





Disk Performance Fast ang ate 
AG on drives nave boen produced to take 
Блат diska, vo that standard ASCH Wes n 
CP M ота can be ansferred 1o те PCW 











Keyboard. ico ip 
Joystick Mouse x 











oc 400K mad & Ports SE - Арон Dea Graphs " uy Price IU 

Disk Price: una Сз —€ : Moti Ver aed score MD sh MP | 

Dish Peformance: Fas ana reote о T^ мее Second Hand ашыц 5 ] 
Exiting ботен» Base i» Software Loading: O e Maimerance. One yer рамане Ani 





iren Releases or А " 





Disk Format 





Sonwane Loading) А 00% v Бен Buy Price: You m 




















Disk Price: About £3. Curent Releases: Mott macy ste - Y : Second Hang Avalabliy 7 inc 
Dk Peformance == ar score > ө ard wei А " 
Keyboard: sese Veron ay " Tw s un Re 
т our m Games Л 
Joystick Moute. ул oos Ук sana даллага утте : 

| Ponts: MIO эл ®рл DIN MOL m 50 Graphies: morose mer tere 

| den por second ost ned Mi 
айр Software Base: On re ow Spec and Ce! учөө - 
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IN BRIEF 
COMMODORE 64/128 


Models: C64 126 1280 
Package CEA and *’ 


















GRAPHICS & SOUND 








quy i 





Stereo Олы 








Graphics are по provided as standard on Colours: СОА - in ow ren no 
PCR bul nowadays most machines are soid cer EGA - 1f 
мап Ihe necessary add-on beards already TV ле 

"ed There are tree main standards: СВА Monior Output 
[the most common colour зарар EGA 
{norma ited os upgrade but i bui non 
Ei Amstrad РОТОЛО) эла Hercule толо) 
Fesonmon: ССА 





























MPC Software 


If you're lucky enough to own one of the following: 


ARCHIMEDES . 
ST 


Then you should know about MPC, 'cos we've got one of the 
largest ranges of software & hardware for these machines, 
including a lot of equipment imported direct from the US 
that is only carried by a handful of other dealers. Not only 

that, but you've got our excellent service, support and prices. 

Heres just a sample of our range: 


£70 
£155 
£70 
£150 


Amiga Perfect Sound Stereo Digitizer 
Digiview 2 PAL version 

Sculpt 3D 

Publishing Partner Professional 
Ferrari Formula 1 (NOW in) 
Deluxe Paint 2 

Realtizer Video Digitizer 
Publishing Partner Professional 
Rolling Thunder (also on Amiga) 
Captain Blood 

Gauntlet 2 

Zarch 

Minotaur 


Archimedes 
£ 16 


If you want to know more, call in or phone for a copy of our 
latest newsletter 


Welbeck House (69, Loughborough Rd). 
West Bridgford, Nottm. 
TEL: (0602) 820106/455114 
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TELE-GAMES 


Europe's Largest Stock О! Video Games & Cartridges For — 


J. GSTs 
ATARI » 


IN STOCK NOW 


SEGA 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Mega game worth £24.95 FREE with Saga 
console package price £99.95. 








Sega console with light phaser and four 
FREE games 


NOW ONLY 
£124.95 


WICO JOYSTICKS FOR NINTENDO IN STOCK NOW 
The leading Video game specialists Send for ists (stale make o! game) 
TELEGAMES, WIGSTON, LEICESTER, LES 1ТЕ (0533-880445) 
NEW COLECO TITLES NOW IN STOCK NOW OVER 100 TITLES TO CHOOSE FROM 





HARDWARE BUYERS’ GUIDE™ 




















HARDWARE & SOFTWARE 










BUYLINES 


Two disk drives are commonly avaliable - 
the Сти and те more recent C1571 
Disk Format 5 














Disk Price: E100 (w 
б Peromance 




















Disk Format: Sr. 880 formate arve 
Disk Pre: Around £100 
Do Perormance. Noy 
m 

Keyboard va hoy 
ypad separate cursor cus 





Darse. ASB vw Постот 
an pev ba 
‚йр Bate Sae corpas ылы 















Second Hand чашу | r 



























Ataro 520 STFM = a REPAIRS 
Amiga 500A includes Modulator & Software... 0 Key board faults i 5 
odore 154: ides 29 Games ......... pectrum. m 2 

С Seat UN. aire respons 2 Gm - Commodore 64/C16 Pius 4jvic 20 26,50 

Spectrum 128 plus 2 ‘Acorn Electron non ULA Faults . 25.00 

DMP 3160 (PC compatiabl " T n x New Vic 20 Modulators ........ 17.50 
ийбе ae DICEN] Other Machines Piease Phone 

Used Spectrum 48K plus 3 month warranty 3 Tape Leads И 350 

Cllizan 1200 printer ...... : TV or Tape Leads Spectrum 160 

Joysticks ...... р - from 6.95 Leads made to your requirements. 

501 1 meg expansion kit (Amiga) .115.00 Larg е Range of leads & adaptors in stock 

Amiga 500A Hi-res monitor, printer & business software 659.00 3.5 inch dek in x lear plastic library case 


Part Exchange Welcome Minimum £20 Spectrum Power ‘Commodore 64 PSI 
Phone for items not listed Jes repairable £20 
DAA 





















CUMANA DRIVE 
C umana | meg drive Colour Monitor 
ر‎ 


wr 


em — - 











Purchases of over £100 include 3 day courier delivery 
Barclay Card phone order 0983 68978 
Or write W C H M, 122 High Street, Ryde, Isle of Wight. PO33 250 
All prices include VAT @ 15% postage & packing (UK) BFPO. 
Dealers for Time Works Software phone for prices 
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Fu ARDWARE BUYERS’ GUIDE 








IN BRIEF 
SINCLAIR SPECTRUM 


| Model: Pus ак эла 1080) 











Processor. 
| Recommended, 





NINTENDO ENTERTAI! 





Recommended Reta Price Sa moss 








GRAPHICS & SOUND 




















Момо орол 
Sones: еч 
Speed Aeg ot 





Besson o Stereo Output 
Paene 4 Bertormance: 1 cramels Goto sound елес 
Weve саша 

Monitor Options c f 

Speer oct 

мо 











зв UND коло. rooma, 
onnon swi? ват 


jore zi 





m 01-685 9849 





AMIGA 
Battleships 
Black Shadow 
Crack 
Eco 
Earl Weaver Baseball 
Flight Simulator I 
GB. Air Rally 
Instant Music. 
Me 
King о! Chicago 
Mercenary. 
Maraudar li 
Red October 
Roadwars. 
Sidewinder 
Strip Poker It 
Thundorboy. 
The Wall 
Terrormax 
Xenon 


PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES 
ы PAYABLE TO TIMESOFT 


ATARI ST 
Battleships 
Crash Garrett 
Captain Blood 
Dungeon Master 
Dark Castle 
Flight simulator Ii 
Gunship 
Get Dextor ii 
Joe Blade. 
Mach Il 
Ов... 
Pub Pool 
Predator 
Polico Quest 
Rolling Thunder. 
Rockfords Revenge 
Slap Fight. 


IF YO DO NOT SEE WHAT YOU REQUIRE PLEASE 
PHONE FOR A LOW PRICE 
PHONE FOR LOW PRICES ON AMIGA A500 
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Outrun 
Pac Land. 
Pink Panther 












Bubble Bobbie 
Buggy Boy 
Captan Blood 
Carner Command 


Charie Chaplain 





Spite 40 
Star Wars 
ЕЙ 














Gary Linekers S/Soccer 
Gauntiet Il 
Goldrunner ii 


Wargame Construction Set 

Where Time Stood Sil 
ier Olympiad 88 

zard Wars 




















FASTEST SERVICE 


Kin MAI Gelvery Crequas anc posta orders payable Ю 
WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE 
1 Bridge street, Galashiels, TD1 1SW 


Ceo! cara оез ж ose 0508 57004 (24 пом) 








HARDWARE BUYERS' GuipE* 





















HARDWARE & SOFTWARE 


Disks for Pos 3 only 
Disk Format: Se Пораза 80K loma per 
de arve ourn 
Disk Price: Атила £100 

Performance: Genera ша ana tel 
эше Some nthenourorezee compan 
‘brs may ana wih comers software 

"ui tay havem паска et 

Keyboard: The Soscrum Pa tears ae 
тае ol ard ate эн io те сато тета. 
ыу ea. he Plus 23 мушеа aas 
‘sed nara ast Ney. Ura те mr 
model t can be tad mom eas or word pro 


De soars rare 
Por 2 суш, RSZIHAIOL AGS monter 
Audio, Numere ураа Exparsan 1O ТУ 


Existing Software Base босла io rere 
Current Releases Mos ma cary ts 
are симф bing ou Pe долу d Por 
Mes on me Spacer 

Games: A ge RID d scade Wes rang 
"ng тол анта fo celer. We ange 
soverazes, mary Outed 

Graphics £ ar sersor, soma ol wich 
залите tute ууа perormarce von re 























p mache Par cr жой! ерес Vom те эре 
PdeyslckMoote:Nonsundudonimodés бошо 

(ubi wc иди} aval Compa Моше A coupe VIO! reriaces sait 
ia умна nude Fus апа З расада рыл Cheetah брест aur syn 

Tiara paniy mico availabe Ба mouse compat” Рр 





A Sek syst а vase п Jaga, ае ro 
‘etary non палаз Nando ats Ha r 
та nae eter many aay rd 
leg Super dao Boers N. The Sym a го 
atti nth UK а presen 

Keyboard 

Joystick Mouse 

Ports: RF TV. маво audio 1: game contra 


ors cara vr 
Aiora ol ум gun эла robot make tis 
istae machine for younger cire 
Not» true computer recommended st 
Games console oriy 


Existing Sofware Base: soe л iar 
Curren Ашен Some 
Becas ә те Yen w Pound comers rae 











Disks Not aab m 
Existing Sofware Base Luce 

Current Releases: Wei series by UK de 
толо мату, 

Games: Was selon of scade tes gener 
туена 
res Вик d leases curent cordi 


Joystick Mouse: 
Ponts: 2 game отет carpe sot 
Robust casing. Nor desired or e expan 
воп Nora sve compas. reconmended as 
ares conscia опу 








parse ийине s ys reman expen. | Вен Buy Pic: As AAP 
ae Second Hand Availity: No s y 
Games: Gos range ol ease ype sotware | Maintenance: Monaco OLS N40 


Graphics: 
Mose Nore 
Prospect Good bute ol 


Software Losaing 





Prospects: Good! suppor by Trone and par 
et company Sega corre 


КАСЕ 


Software Loading: Cassete петела son a5 





BUYLINES 











Вен Buy Price: Plus can now te pehed up 
моу апо anger manvfacued Ty id. | 
"ling dd ook a aroung E 
Second Hand Availablity. Good NB. The 

‘original Sincla К model can sil be 
EE Чүш dort тм | 





ult имде for running contemporary. 

Sonware 

Maintenance: Arras taped Spucrur 
s and Pus 128) 

Doug a new and wen pararse pero 



























Best Buy Price: As ARP 
че Second Hand Ayala 
Maintenance: Ore years quare Back 10 











ME TCA CLR SUR ER 


SCOILANDS PREMIER COMPUTER CENTRE 


12 Eltrick Square, Town Centre, Cumbernauld. G67 IND. 


MARCH MADNESS IS IN THE AIR AT MEGABYTE 
THE SUPER COMPUTER SUPERDEAL IS WITH US 


15 THIS YOU ! 


YOU OWN A COMPUTER. 
YOU ENJOY YOUR COMPUTER. 
BUY SOFTWARE REGULARLY. 
USE IT MAINLY FOR LEISURE 
VOU CAN THINK OF OTHER USES. 
WORD PROCESSING - DESION AND GRAPHICS. MUSIC. .DATA| 
STORAGE.. PROGRAMMING., YOUR COMPUTER CAN DO TT BUT T 
NEEDS MORE MONEY SPENT ON IT, FOR A PRINTER PERHAPS OR A| 
DISK DRIVE, MONITOR, SOFTWARE 115 IF WORTH IT 7ҮҮҮҮҮҮ?? 
YOU RUN A SMALL BUSINESS... POSSIBLY FROM HOME... MERE I5 A 
COMPUTER IN THE HOUSE... MAYBE NOT EVEN YOURS ...BUT YOU 
SEE ITS POTENTIAL... WORO PROCESSING, DATA STORAGE 
FINANCIAL PLANNING.. BUT IT WOULD BE NICE TO ZAPP THE ООО 
ALIEN... DESIGN THE ODD PRESENTATION TO THE BANK 
MANAGER... CREATE YOUR OWN ADVERTISING COPY...THE LIST i$ 
ENDLESS... 8 THERE SUCH A COMPUTER THAT 1 CAN AFFORD 7» 


WHATEVER DESCRIPTION FITS 
THERE IS ONLY ONE COMPUTER. 
THE COMMODORE AMIGA A500 SYSTEM 


THE AMIGA Asoo COMPUTER 


ING MOUSE, SOFTWARE ETC. aris енк, 


THE 1084 COLOUR MONITOR взе р 


THE MPS 1200P PRINTER. сези ME MT 0050. 


моно SYSTEM. 
4509.00 (+ VAT) 


AMIGA TRANSFORMER(PC emul) 


SPREADSHEET DATABASE,W.P. 
DELUXE PAINT(may vary) 


SAVE OVER 1800.00 


Normal Cost 





a 


{E ULTIMATE POOLS PREDICTION PROGRAM 
* MASIYE DATABASE  Foclemsoe: u sophia Pools 
presion эз В comes complete wih the larges ataban 

‘Tradable 22000 marches over 10 yours. 

(© PREDICTS Но шя SCOREDRAWS, bt AWAYS, HOMES 
and NO SCORES. 

© SUCCESSTUL SELEC guarantee tat ситан pecora 
‘Sgufcantiy bener than chance 

© ADAPTABLE Разана ae given on evar fare 
hoo e many incon ы та roc x Your et Te 
‘precise рекли formula can be set by the шег уос wa 
eveiop and est yout own unque metn. um 

(© SIMPLEDATAENTRY AB team names are into program Simply typo he relarence 
‘mabe tom te screen Or uae ХО vo produce fure пи ашна” а (oe elo 

. AND NON-LEAGUE АШ English and Scotia League нат are supported 

о the non league sides hen used on pools coupons 
| PROTER SUPPORT Val hard сору ротаси о daa you have а prine 


PRICE £18.00 (all inclusive) 
AT LAST No more swagger ours get N 


FIXGEN 87/8 == sang Pc nal Sen 
‘Programmed wit all Engish and Some eque. 
"asesor ПТ imply yp nthe dae ала the iae a generated 
ж» Py compatible with Ранте Yearly updates trae 
POOLSWINNER with FIXGEN £19.50 (for both) 


n со КЕТТЫ 
оз can ter ош стт uq wiring nom Бу edisung е 
оар or we operum мири maa Co ae 
ema rir rar ean iteag pan Ит pod anon e 
КАШ pros money eiit. going raise and jockey form ete e 
apte mam ely mnnera gua long odda bes reca camo we The 
арт inches vil couv waits г э Bria cou Tou ca up 
the databace sever goes out of date FULL PRINTER SUPPORT 


PRICE £18.00 (all inclusive) includes пы AND Nation nt versions. 





RADOR 


[3 
Оморов ила 
ا س‎ HOD 


Será Cheques POs for 
Tem ot pos servew to 
SOFTWARE ‘Phone I 


82 ALTRINCHAM RD, GATLEY, CHEADLE, CHESHIRE SKB 4DP. & 061-4287425 
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Ee A500 win еә £200 of төө somaro а жоны 
bu sic дөп Peck wan cantons card, үн nd ТИЮ bow ohare ПЭМ 













ECT] 
чө. 
ru 
COMPUTERS Er 
RRM SNE deg ovr £100 wor ot золим wd асе юмо ED 
4 E: rj 
Han Lid 14008. ҮА бию um 
d сөөл 
Ни. 
REN 
MONITORS, E 
iar 125 Mono VI" serean PELI timeo 
[XE EST] BETA К 
Philips Ci 8033 ‘Colour 1 ie oad per nas 


аа [whale]: 





mended retail price but we gh coto 6X tr Access’ exes ora M 10% coun fox payors by Cash or Cheque 
THE YORK COMPUTER CENTRE, 9 Davygate Centre, York Y01 2SU. Telephone: (0904) 641862 

















8/16 Bit 


Atari 520 STFM - £399 


including starter pack 


х Atari Entry Label PC - £499 
# Amiga A500 - £449 


Including starter pock 


Sega Master Systems - £124.00 


With laser gun 


ALL HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE AVAILABLE 
NOW 


Programmers 


We are looking for good, new, programmes as 
our aim is to build up the largest shareware 
catalogue in Britain which caters for all types 
of machine. Therefore, if you have written 
any Utilities, Application, Educational or| 
Game programmes, for any machine, we 
would like to see them. 


















MAIL ORDER OFFER 
4 Graham Street, Airdrie, 
Scotland МІФ 6BU 
опе: (0236) 69874 


[HomssorT] te LA pum 
[HOMESOFT] iz : 


TOP QUALITY BRANDED 
ALL COME READY NOTCHED 








Please send your tapeldisk, with any instruc- 
tions that are neccessary, for appraisal ог 
write for details to; 


[ 
| 
| 
E.M. Distribution, E ч 
| 








13 South Street, с 
Exmouth, Devon EX8 2SX. 
Telephone (0395) 267734. 


mm 


PHONE FOR BULK DISCOUNT RATES 
ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TO P&P OF SOp EACH 


_ TELEPHONE 8772-452414 











































ACE |Шиш 


1 H 
~ Aa wel а Delux Paint, Banc, Workbench, Ute, Manuale end Tao! um 
|AMIGA PERIPHERALS 
[| оле: сазы m on i дою ө a 
Scene eae Ane 
rot 
1 m 


Missed some earlier issues of ACE? Don't despair. 
Copies can be despatched to your letterbox for just 
£1.50 each (postage free). Look at these highlights. 








ISSUE 1 (Order code A12081) 

FREE cassatie containng compere | The fabulous 
mes wor ЁВ1О- US Gold's BLUE MAX : 

Fr e C64 and Ocean's GIFT FROM THE ACE binder 

GODS for he Spectrum Order code AT20R 

9 Which Console? А detailed comparison of 

те Nitendo, Sega and Аал machines and 

me sofware avaiable for ham 

Music. rtro 1o Ме and a review ol Casio's 

ма Gutar 

9 Great paying tps on Guid ol Thieves, 

Barbara, Delender ol he Crown and more 

Spool leners page! 


ISSUE2 (Order code A12082) 

© FREE cover cassette containing the FIVE 
complete levels of the arcade smash BUBBLE 
BOBBLE (C64 and Spectrum versions)! 

$ Buyer's Guide to budget software — 30 top 








НИНИН 
ini 
f il 


1 


Hi 





Don't just leave your copies 
lying around to collect the 


э ete paying guides 1 XOR and ust, Store them in this 
HITCHHIKERS, plus numerous pokes superb binder — gleaming 
% Features on recommended joysticks, 3D г with S. logo Ls eei 

ics and your game playing skills in gold on the front and spine. 
straps Comes complete with wires 
ISSUE 3 (Order code A12083) to hold 12 issues securely. 
# Detailed comparison of the Atari ST, cam | The cost? Just £4.50, post 
Amiga and Acorn Archimedes. free. Order using the form on 
' Buyers guide 0 strategy games. page 12577. 








* Playing guides to Red LED, Skulldiggery, 
Boulderdash, Dizzy and many more 
DigiPaint and Deluxe Paint IIl compared 
9 Introduction о Play by Maul games. 

® Great Computer Disasters 


ISSUE 4 (Order code A12084) 

э Bumper Christmas issue with free 1988 computer users ciary! - 
Game of the Future. An ACE investigation 

® Game compilations compared. 

* Reviews of huge range of electronic keyboards. 

® Detailed tips on F-15 Strike Eagle, Indiana Jones and Spy Hunt 

$ Pokos for Super Sprint. Gauntlet, Jack the Nipper 2. Renegade, Bounder. 


ISSUE 5 (Order code A12085) 

‘¢Major investigation into games censorship. 

The detintive comparison of fight simulators by professional pilots 

Games Creators: reviewed and analysed. 

Graphics. The start of a series of how to do if articles 

Comparison of digital drum kts. 

Great playing tips on Nebulus, Bobsleigh, Terrorpods, Driler, Freddy Hardest 
and arcade game Double Dragon 











T 
Hi 





1 
i 
| 


H 
ei 
ii 
Ut 
кїз: :ҮТШ НДЕ: 
T PEETIT RETETEI 


[ 
n 
| 





ў 
1 
SE 





m 





ШШ 





Hi 
* 
Hi 
d 
^ 


В 





ISSUE 6 (Order code A12086) Ne керү 
&Fantastic issue, but whaddya know. there's no space left to tell you about it Turtlesoft Dept ACE, Unit 3, The Old xir 





How to order 'Springfiled Road, Grantham, Lincs NG31 7SE 
Use one of the FREE POST order forms on page 125 (Pink Sapan he cone tol اتوج چا و‎ 


Pages), quoting the relevant order code(s). Or just telephone us for dearance. " 
0n 0458 74011 with your credit card details. HERUM KR ИРЕК DUM сотр, 


tme ys drt one t- Dori төш эө herr pt Cal Dea 
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e you've 


the same. Should you happen 
reader however, you may have 
the mad rush to buy the nex 
appreciate 
fiendish puzzles, cryptic cro: 








waste any more time — get to it! 





mm NEM Ени 
PUZZLE ENTRY FORM 








NAME 
ADDRE | 
| think the original order of the 

cards wat i 
And the final order wa 

Send your answers с 

PRIZE PUZZLE 2, ACE, 4 


Queen Street, Bath BA1 1EJ 


Closing date: May 10th 
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ACE - and digested all the features, game reviews, new 
and other equally satisfying sectio 
probably time to pay a visit to y 





our Random Access seclion 





toons to entertain – and possibly reward you. Because 
should you strike it lucky you could walk away w 
worth of software — just for enjoying yourself! So don't 



















of the mi 






to be an 
a few minutes to fill befor 
ACE. This is when you'll 





ords, mini-listi 








The cartoons appearing on these pages are drawn by 
one of ACE's resident artists Steve Spicer. Steve's 
always overworked, however, and this is where you 
come in - if you reckon you've got the abi 
most importantly the originality to be able to produce a 
couple of cartoons that'll give everyone a chuck 
we'd very much like to see them. So get to 
remember to keep them clean! 

Send your contributions to RANDOM ACCESS at the 
usual address. For the best chance of reproduction, your 
artwork should be in black on stiff white paper. 


THE ACE PUZZLE No2 


Set by Archie Medes 














Puzzles can intrigue, infuriate and even delight - if you crack 
them. If you also get the chance of winning £25-worth of soft 
ware for having your correct entry pulled from the hat first, 


well, you're laughing aren't you? 


Protessor Otto Hex of the Institute 
оі Advanced Mathematics ha 
recently received the following 
‘communication from his colleague 
Prolessor Browze. 








Dear Otto, 
Here is an interesting problem for 
you. | have five playing cards 
taken from a standard deck. They 
are the ace, two, three, four and 
five of clubs. | have shuffled the 
five cards and have dealt them 





face up in a row and am now 
about to move them in the follow 
ing series of operations 





the positions of the 





1. Exchange 

two cards either side of the ace 

2. Exchange the position of the 

ace and the two 

3. Exchange the posit 
ег side of 

4. Exchange t! 

to its immediate left 

5. Exchange the position of the 





ot the 






ne ме. 
four with the card 








two cards either side о! the three. 
6. Turn all the cards, except the 
ace, face down, 





are now as you see 
them here, Can you determine the 
at the cards are now in (g0 
from left to right) and also say how 
they were arranged at the start of 








the experiment (again le D 
right) 
yours puzzlingly, 





Browz 





It didnt take Опо long to find the 
answers, bul can you? Also, can 
you write a simple listing to get 

| your micro to provide you with ће 


RANDOM ACCESS! 
ин пыш шшш 


ACE PRIZE 
| cRosswoRp 2 | 


Set by Mips 


The first correct entry taken from the postbag wins soft- 
ware worth £25.00, Closing date for entries May 10th. 
The Ace crossword is cryptic. The answer might be 
ап anagram, or formed from the end of one word and the 
beginning of another, or simply another word hinted at 
by the clue. Most — but not quite all — of the answers are 








Across 
5. Eric, lonely, clasps his com- 
puter copy (5) 

7. Game body of fighting men (7) 
9. Wear out whether its hard or 
soft (4) 

10. Room we, the magazine, 
make for a game (5,3) 

11. Game seeker giving one the 
run-around (6) 

14, A paint developed by Ocean 
Games (3,3) 

17. Mad rush made pets upset 
(8 

18. Break into system and get 
the chop (4) 

19. Peripheral that's character 
forming (7) 





ODD ACE FACTS 


Steve Cooke started going bald when he was 15 © Andy Smith is a 


Macintosh Xpress computer file that was 26K in lengthé Rod Law. 
ton worked in a slaughterhouse © Andy Wilton couldn't think of 
any ACE odd facts @ ACE was originally going to be called ICE but 
was then renamed Blitter and finally, just before the first issue went 
to press — ACE @ Pete Connor comes from Rochdale € The people 
їп the photograph below designed this issue of ACE — give them a 
big hand! € Rod Lawion came 173rd in the Broad Oak Half. 
Marathon @ Xpress, the program used to lay-out and design ACE. 
takes up nearly 500K € Andy Smith used to live in Singapore 

sometimes we think he still does @ Chris Anderson has an afghan 
coat € All the coffee in the ACE office is FREE € Trevor Gilham got 














20. Girl giving Amstrad software. 


games in the last ACE (13) 
2. Koy-tidy (5) 

3. Urban guerilla trom 13 (13) 
4. May ће... be with you (5) 
6. Micro...... wrestling from 
Microprose (6) 

В, Computer employers (5) 

12. Reset new characters for. 
drive (5) 

18. PC Coma – new product 
from software house (6) 

18. Rita playing on a PC (5) 
16. Cleverly holding the bar (5) 


юма (5) 
Down 
1. Amusement provided by 





engaged to the girl In the shop next door Ф Chris Anderson got 
| ‘appendicitis immediately after seeing Bob Wade for the first time 





Lut ight: Ange, Jula, Gordon, Kevin, Trev jart dior, Ове and Say he ACE Art Taam 





NAME 








ADDRE 


trained cobbler ® This page was printed Birectly from an Apple І 


COMPUTER OWNED. 


he 


4 





CROSSWORD ENTRY FORM 


PRIZE CROSSWORD 2, ACE, 4 Queen Street, Bath 
BAT 1EJ Closing date: May 10th 
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S.D.C. 
309 Goldhawk Road, London W12 8EZ 


(OPEN 7 DAYS І0ат - 9pm) 


PRICE PROMISE 
it you wish to purchase any product from our list and find that 
you can buy the same product cheaper from another mail order 
company, simply enclose the lower amount, stating the name 
lof the other company and where you saw the advert. (It must be 
Ihe current issue). Price Promise does not apply to other 
companies "Special Offers" 


Рио D4675 O4 675 E! ЕЗ 
Ove hin 04650 03 675 eet 
Dan Duel D450 D) 625 4 Cage Blood 
Predator D4675 D4 675 Hone lar ed October pore 
Roling Thunder 625 02 675 Fotbal Drecor Paton 
Black Lamp 550 04 625 [o s Sad A Trove ofthe Fon 
ведут £2 0265 Saper Fang On Predator 
Arianrod i $50 D3 65 Ln Nine Key ol as 
Tour da Force 550 04 65 pares Fan Fighe 
Gunsmoke аз Dis ora oi Magee Sop Poker 
Victory Road $ю 03 65 Deva Acton Hot Foot 
Roy ol the Rovers 675 O4 Us А Lester Neck 
Wird War 5 O4 675 Fr 130 лил Soccer 
Navy Moves D4550 03 625 Fapa Np 
Ma 550 D4 675 55 Соме 
impone Maven I D4 675 2 Сай Gore 
Morpheus 05 1050, fed 
Hier Hoon 03 475 Dandy maî 
19 Boat Camp, D4 625 por Shadow бше 
Endure Racer or D4 eS оссе othe Year Ural V or ¥ 
Se heme es Mine Mer Bartarisn (PSY) 
Frey 65 Dragos Lar 1 Tero — 
675 Dragons Lar E Han or Red October 
625 Weser Опра tà 
675 вога (PAL) 
БА Keg Ques Trpe Pack 
us Dark Case B 
us ice of Power 
es Desender ойде Crows 
es 3 (оош 
©з Lene bord Torrent 
©з Wesen Games 
475 В этиш! 
БА Scenery Dus or iT 
1050 Cray Cas 
675 Mane Sacto 
з Slee Service 
i Козу 
К Waren. 
[3 Pane 
ex Sarco 
625 Enhancer 
°з Sorcerer 
as p^ 
s Hn Forever 
s Tray 
3 Tas tes 
ism млазот 
БУ реи 
тей es 9 
Такй 5% O 475 1099 Moses 
Project Seah Fier 061050 061050 Superar x Hockey Zork ori 
Мирне Enpee. Di4US Dé 675 Danton Mater нает 
os Facer 


DISK PRICES Di=675 D2=799 D3=899 04=1050 05=11,99 06=1299 
ANY GAME NOT LISTED PLEASE CONTACT US, FOR PRICES AND LISTS OF SOFTWARE 


Readers _ 
Wine Olga té 
тр 
КЛ 

AE Word Gares 
‘Arbour lager 
Corm Causeway 
КЛ 


Gr 
Comba ides 
"nteriteral Karate + 
бүт Sure 

Hale 

kee Master 

Fastan Sap 
талтан 
Rampage 

Machi 
Ге 

Ра Per 


99999999??99 99999999 ФЕРЕР? 


999999999? 999999 


Mm er 9 ч MÀ чш чш чи че чы o n | À €  — À 

S.D.C. ORDER FORM Name 
lease send the following tiles. BLOCK capitals please! Amount. 

Type of computer = =a 





Address 






































Total Enclosed Tel. No. 
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Prices include P&P within UK: Europe please add £1.00 per title 
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ACE READERS' PAGES 
The space which YOU fill 


Small ads, club announcements, event details, pen pals, offers of help — all these and тоге! 
on offer here. A unique way of contacting tens of thousands of like-minding computer| 
users. 

We're particularly keen to receive entries to the Helpline offering assistance on| 
particular games you may have solved — adventures or others. Or offering technical 
expertise on aspects of particular machines. 

Why not make your contribution? 


FOR SALE aoc sax ors cnp OPUS wi oc | 9 ATARI STEM sut tonn euro | ө сы, 1541 disk sv, over 1000 
 AMSTRAD CPC 4&4 colour. speech | sve montor dalasete books, 77 | боро cuevas dise bax, mouse mat, | games on disc and ape plus mass 
Syri. joystick, AMX MK IN mouse. | games joysticks. Ain good сопдвоп | £260: Cumana 1 meg drive stil bored | ono. Tel Pagham 

. £110. Genuine reason forsale. Prone 


Back issues of AA (19.-90) Manual, | ony (E850, Contact Peter at 0532 | Нед ater Spm, 0492 62388 (under | @ ATARI 820 STFM, six months od. 


books and games including Renegade, | 602003. Over £21 including Sta 
Wai, ad LED. ano Phone — ide, Barbara, God Rune, Siar 
Jonathan on (0365) 87038. © AMSTRAD CPC 464, dac drve, | @ AMSTRAD CPC 464 computer wth | Wars £20. Also C64, 1941 diec drivo 


Тош. Speech synthesizer. joys- | colour monitor, disc dive, RAM pack, | £400 sofware, £180. Both excellent 
© COMMODORE 64 Games for sale | ticks, loads of sofware. Good condi- | books and onginalsoftware. Worth over | condition. Tel. 01876 5053 6-9 pm. 
plus Koala pad graphics tablet worth | ton. Wort well over £1000. Reason- | Ppop” Baraan E250, Ring Тепу on 


£70 seling lor £35. Games sold sepa. | ае otters only Phone Demek on 2000, Gagan, S250, F ate Жы 
"ate or together Phone 021 378 | (0265) 25170 oco IPAE Lie тош на. 
2 € SPECTRUM plus 48K ХАІ Midi inter- | tee. Immaculate condition £260 ono. 


А ө AMSTRAD CPC 464 win colour | lace Realtime, берите and CZ Edior | Phone Doncaster S. Yorks.. (0302) 

wee eco quo о sme ASSI | monitor, ight pen, speech synthesize. | Software Мали эла Data Recorder | 725080 Sem Son 

Plus enlace БУША mage Son, | joysticks, mags, plus over £400 зой. | aso VIX Modem £200 ono or i spit 

cial £30 ape recorder. Total £450 only | Wa". Offers around £250, Phone Nick | Contaci Tony on Derby (0332) 367707. | @ COMODORE 64, disk drive, modem, 

£160 ono. Phone 0622 43332 now i | 0202(Doncaster) 530818. 150 games. Good Condition £200. 
© C64 SOFTWARE for sale, worth at | Phone 01-533 3664. 


THE ACE HELPLINE Haver 707032 and ask No te | ө O84, tour months oid wit dala cas- 


6pm), sete, 28 original games, joystick, de- 
signers penci, music make, leads & 

€ СВМ 64, 2 Datacassettes, 2 joys- | power pack for£180 please ring 01 986 

feke, cassette carrying case, ighipen, | 9047. 

Tutorial course, books, over 50 software. 

titles, including educational, and white/ | @ SPECTRUM 48K, ZX printer В pa- 

basic lightning, over 30 mags. £250. | per, micro drive, micro driver, data 

те. 024-888-383 after Spm. corder, programmable interface, chee- 
tah 125 plus joystick, speedking joys- 

© SUPERB AMSTRAD PACKAGES: | lick. joystick interface, over 50 games. 

CPC 6128 computer, colour monitor, | offers or swop. will not split. (0296) 

ОМР2000 printer, over £250 worth of | 27971 after 6pm. 

Software including word processor, 

also joystick and cassette deck. The lot | Ф MSX 64K plus HXMU9O! music 

for just Св00опо. Tel: Stephen 021 350 | Keyboard, cassette recorder + aver 150. 

2846. games incl eight carts, £250 ono. Tele- 

phone Basingstoke (0256) 56956 atter 

€ AMSTRAD СРС 464 with over 100 | брт ask for Kev. Also SEGA carts for 

games plus colourmonitor and cassette | sale. 

recorder. Ай that for £280. All that plus 

printer £280. Ай that plus printer £380. | @ BARGAIN C64 with C2N, joysticks 

Telephone Chertsey (0832) 560485 | £480 orginal games, double, all ZZAP. 

after Spm. mags. desk. Cost over £810, quick salo 

£190. All boxed. Phone (0707) 873015. 














ө SPECTRUM PLUS 2 Cheetah Mach 
One joystick and games including 720 | @ AMSTRAD CPC 464, green montor. 
degrees. combat school, renegade and | modulator VCG ай stilboxed. Uptodate. 
stargider Ай boxed, Mags included | games e.g, Outrun, Starwars, Gauntlet 
too! worth £250 sell for £135 опо. | more than 30 of them, all originals £180. 
Phone Winston (0767) 315114. 01 660 4943. 


SoAMSTHAD CPC 46 COLOUR | o coe 1541o ања, Euromac 
FONTON, йл оти £220 pares |e да Риз Бетте 
Qu Pun Bagar, Н! Pacha Petr | iati do asne bat 
Se rad over EAD of ege AA, | eno To Locate OR] a 
4.30 on 01 445 2735 (London) “кю Mark sher Bp. 








© SPECTRUM PLUS, tape deck, | SEGA CONSOLE, Three months old 
joystick.software(£550 plus) books | lots ot games including Out Run, Space 
(£4Oplus). magazines (£150plus}. An | Harrier, Rocky, Worth £265. Sell for 
worth £900plus, will accept £250 оло. | £195. Phone after 4 pm on Cambridge 
Phone Cambridge (0223) 88426. 881006 
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ө CBM 64 plus C2N cassette plus 2 
joysticks plus more than 100 original 
‘software tiles ай worth atleast £600 wil 
sell or £260 phone (0992) 22316 afier 
4pm and ask for John. 


ө COMMODORE C2N data cassette, 
£300 worth of games, music maker 
‘keyboard £250 ono. Also for sale Spec- 
‘rum48 cassette recorder; joystick inter- 
ace, 100 games, lazer basic games 
maker £75, Phone (0933) 674901 


Ф SPECTRUM 128, Atari 2600, £650 of 
software, hardware and magazines. 
‘Most recent tiles. Quick sale needed so. 
‘any offers considered. Phone 0992 
32187 after 5pm ask for JS. Doolan. 


© 48K SPECTRUM, data recorder, 
Quickshot IN, joystick. turbo interface, 
£100 worth of sofware, including 
magazines in mint condition. Sell for 
£90. Tal: 021 523 0471. All in original 
packaging 


Ф SEGA CONSOLE Perfect condition. 
Including Hang On. Outrun, Wonder 
Boy, World GP, Space Harter. Super 
Tennis, Chopliter. Rambo, Black Beit, 
‘Action Fighter, World Soccer. £200 
опо. Tel (021) 427 6323. 


Public health warning 


© AMSTRAD MONO CPC 464, 
DMP200, Andrum mouse, joystick over 
£560 worth о! games. Total over £1050 
sell £6200n0 PLUS. Buy quick and get 
two bikes (BMX & Folding) and organ. 
AFTER 6pm 01 850 5228. 


ө SPECTRUM PLUS 2, 2 joysticks. 
Printer with paper, over £200 worth ої 
‘software. Wil sell for £220 ono. Very 
good condition. Tel: Johnathan Bray 01 
946 2507. Mer 6.15pm, 


© AMSTRAD 6128 with buit in disc 
drive £100 worth of games and joystick 
£300 ono Tel: 0902 726404 alter 4.30 
‘stilin good condition only one year old 


® AMSOFT 3" CASED DISKS. 5 lor 
£12, 10 tor £21.95. Send cheques/PO's 
to First Byte Sofware, PO Box 50, 
Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 1XS. Tel 0935 
851265. 


© SPECTRUM 48K. micro drive plus 
cartridges. over £1000 worth of soft- 
ware. Kempton joystick interface, data. 
recorder intertace 11, complete 
input plus home computer course £280. 
оло Chris (0959) 75587. 


ө AMSTRAD 464 colour monitor, over 
£250 worth of games. lots of mags and 
joystick worth £600. Sel lor £300 ono. 
Phone Matt Oakley on (0892) 28563. 
Alter 7.00pm. 


© C64 tape deck, disk drive, action 
replay 3 over £875 worth of software. 
latest original software, 2 joysticks, 
blank disks and notcher. Worth over 
1200 bargain £300 ono. 01 363 9031 





ө C64, disk drive, СМО, joysticks and 
loads of software including lightpen. 
‘speech and music utilities. Worth £500 
bargain at £300! Phone Gary, Oxshott 








3337 for a ful list of goodies. 


€ PLUS 4 COMPUTER, СМО, joystick 
‘and lightpen. Ideal for someone just 
starting in computing. Also includes lots 
ol software bargains £50. Phone Gary 
(Oxshott 3337 for details 


ө CBM 64, Cassette, 1541 disk drive, 


Pawn, Gold). Over 20 spare disks. 0722. 
790776 after брт no splitting £245 ono. 


464 Colour, disc rive, Mirage Imager 
MK3, 64k Memory Upgrade, Siicon 
disc, 2 joysticks, books and manuals. 
АА dust covers, 27 AA magazines plus 
binders. AA Cheat Mode 85-86, CPM 
22 dec, 3 blank discs. Over £1500 
games, plus mystery free gif. Al over 
£2500. бей for £400 or bid lower. Con- 
tact Andy on 01 773-2096 (9-5). 


ө CBM64 one 1541 disk drive, 1701 
monitor, with printer plotter £300 plus 
‘original disk and tape software and 100 
‘blank discs, plus other items £450 the 
lot Phone Canvey Island 696999. 


€ СВМ 64 C2N cass 1541 drive MPS 
803 printer dolphin dos fitted £500 of 
sofware, reeze trame mouse, modem 
£450 or close. 

offers. Phone 0268 682482. 


ORIGINAL ST games for sale. Air- 
Бай, Star Wars, Rampage etc. Phone 
Julian on 0562 850554. 


€ BBCBOS! 2. Acom DFS, twin 4060 
drives. Data Recorder, Wordwise, Disc 
Doctor ROMS plus many games and 
business software (25 disks), Every- 
Thing ın original packaging, all manuals, 
leads, accessories £500 (0702) 
611448. 


ө C64 Drive, printer, Final Cartridge, 
Light pen, and over 150 games on disc 
cass. Sel for £850 ovno or sell зера 
ташу. Excelent computer. Phone 01 
£200 6085, ask for Gary or Paul 


€ COMMODORE 64 POKES, booklet 
with over 125 pokes n it for £2.00, Send 
‘coins, cheques and P/Os to: Howare 
Lock, 26 Cricketers Road. Arlesey. 
Beds 5615 6SP. 


ө CBM 64, 1571 disk drive and 1701 
‘monitor all good working order. Wil 
split. £250 for ай three or £100 per 
individual nem. Tel: Reading (0734) 
(665623 after 6 30 evenings. 


€ CBM 64 Excolerator, disk drive two 
tape decks, lots of software, joystick 

Can deliver 30 mies ra 
dius. £240. Тө: Newbury 49343 aher 
fom 


Ф ATARI 1040 STF, mono montor, 1 
Mag disk drive, mouse, modulator, fast 
‘basic, £80 of games, as пем. phone 
Bognor (0243) 868 983 afternoons 
£450 ono. 


€ AMSTRAD CPC 6128 wih colour 
monitor, Mutitace 2, rom board etc, with 
books and software. Worth £650. Sell 
for £280. Tet: Bilinger 0744 894006 
anytime, 


Ф SPECTRUM + hundreds of games, 
proper datarecorder, all the loads, inter- 
ace 2, Kempston equipment. Wil seil 
for £250-£300 or swap for an Atari 





STFM or an Amiga 5000, must have 
some games. Tel; Simon 0242 820403 
after 4pm. 


ө SPECTRUM 48K plus modem, ZX 
printer, Kempston interface, books, 
datacorder, 100 original games and 
їйййез. many classics. Worth over 
£700. Wil sell tor £100 ono. Tel: (0375) 
379129. 


© REVEIWER REGRETS must up- 
grade to 16-84! Amstrad CPC 6128 
(mono) must go. Pies of discs/tapes. 
(games utiites business)/mouse/Pro- 
text ROMMultace etc. £300 Tony 
Bridge 01 564 7839 


ө CBM 64 Data cassette £50 of books 
£500! brand new games, plus 30 others 
(originals without instructions) Pro- 
‘gramming course wil sel lor £110. 29 
Undon Avenue, Whitstable, Kent CTS 
ях. 


€ сам 64, Datasette, normal cassette. 
Interface, double cassette interface, 
‘games, joystick, eighty magazines, 
books £110 ono Brother printer £70 
‘ono. Everything fully boxed. Tel: Scar- 
borough (0723) 366853. 


© SINCLAIR SPECTRUM 123 tape 
set. joystick, interface, £450 worth of 
‘games £240 only also seka master 
‘system £65 worth of games £120 only. 
Both VGC Tel: 061 445 0529. 


‘modulator, quickshot turbo joystick and 
150 games, ай for £200. All in good 
‘condition. Phone and ask for Olver on. 
01 452 5877. 


ө СВМ 64: disc drive, music maker. 
modem, over tape decks. Many maga- 
zines, joystick. Ring 01 686 8361 £350 
oro. 


ө 128K plus 2 Quick- shot I plus joys- 
tick and interface, Sinclair joystick 
£400 latest games £60 mags. Ай worth 
£600. Sel for £200 ono. 

Call 1 647 3778 and ask for Leo Cook. 


€ COMMODORE 128 with 1570 disk 
drive, 1531 datasette, centronics inter- 
ace, freeze machine, books and lots of 
‘serous and recreational software on 
disk and cassette Phone (0487) 
842042. Price £350 ono. 


© LEATHER GODDESSES £10, 
‘Bridge Player 2000 £12, Aiball £10, 
Perry Mason £8, Skulldiggery £7. Clive 
66 Bilet Lane, Berkhamstead, Herts 
НРА 10R. 


ө C64 1541C disk drive. Brand new stil 
under guarantee unwanted git. Worth 
£200. Will sel for around £115, Contact 
Christian Simpson, 25 Kew Gardens 
Road. Richmond, Surrey, Т 

W9 ЗНО. Phone 01 948 0319. 


Ф ATARI 1040 STF, with £400 of soti- 
‘ware, ай worth £900, wil sel for £500. 
Ай boxed. Phone 01 452 5382. Ask for 
Flat 1. (after брт) 


€ SPECTRUM Plus 3, multiace 3. 
joysticks, cassette lead, light pen, 10 
blank disks, lots of games on disk and 
tape, over 20 magazines £270 ono 
Phone Hatfield 61728 ater 6pm. 


(© C54, 1541 drive, datasette, modem, 





£1000 software including gunship on 
disk plus ай ZZAP64 sel for £350. 
Phone Greg on 01 868 5190 after 
630pm. 


® SEGA GAMES: Out Run £1250, 
Space Harrier £12.00, Chopliher £8.50. 
Zion £900, Secret Command £9.00, 
Spy v Spy £6.00. All games as new. ЇЇ 
рау postage. Phone Kenny 031 339 
1758. 


€ AMAZING OFFERI, C-64 datasetto, 
two joysticks, nearly seventy orginal 
games, Gunship. Pirates, Elle, Viel- 
‘nam, Fourth Protocol, Dracula, Outrun, 
Super Sunday. Many more titles. Phone 
‘John 554-4058 £200. No Offers (ord) 


ө CBM 64, pokes booklet contains over 
130 pokes including latest games, Send 
cheques, PO's, wrapped coins, for 
£200 to: Howard Lock, 26 Criketers 
Road, Arlesey. Bedlord 

shire 5615 65Р. 





© 1 YEAR OLD BBC MASTER, plus 
singe drive, plus Panasonic KXP1081 
dol matrix printer, plus 20 blank discs, In 
good condition £399. Phone Richard on 
01 431 3339. First Come First Served. 


ө CASIO C2101 midi synth with P.S.U. 
and RAM cartridge. A true bargain at 
only £20011! Phone Dani 01 444 7313 
(North London) 


€ SPECTRUM Plus 3, multface 3, 2 
jeyticks, data recorder inc. leads, over 
£200 worth of software, stil under guar- 
antee £400, Phone Southend (0702) 
218594. 


€ ST РО lor nearly free. PD games. 
Demo's utties 2.50 each send SAE ta 
Len Vale, Saint Barnabas Vicarge, Old- 
‘castle Avenue, Bradwell, Newcastle, 
Statis, STS BOG, Tel: (0782) 635978; 
ter Spm. 


ө CBM 64, exclerator plus disk drive, 
datasette, slimline case, freeze ma- 
chine, £350 worth cassette sware, 85 
disk games, six joysticks, mags plus 
books, 400 pokes collection. £290, wil 
split. Phone Graham (09277) 63663. 


Ф ATARI 520 STM. One meg upgrade, 
оле meg drive, microvitec colour moni 
tor. plus over £1000 of latest software 
‘Could spit. Writ to: A. Chovin, 57 Mac- 
Glestield Soot, Stoke on Trent, 516 
ЗЕН. 


© COMMODORE 64, 1541C disk dive, 
cassette recorder, Action Replay МКА, 
£500 of games, mags. Worth 8880, 
зейог £250 or swap for Atari STEM or 
Amiga A500. Tel: 061 442 7267. 


€ COMMODORE 64 C2N óatasatu, 
‘ever £500 worth of originals, carry casa, 
‘mags, manuais, joystick, all loade worth 
‘over £700 sell for a minimum of £190, 
Contact Stove on 

031337 1047 








€ WIPEOUT ST DISK MAGAZINE tul 





® AMSTRAD CPC 6128, colour, 3 
years guarantee, muliface 2, mouse, 
Printer joysticks, tape recorder, books, 
over 50 magazines, over £1200 soft 
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AN OOPS! AT THE RACES 
Probabilties are tricky things, as any mathemati 
cian wil tell you. A debate's been raging in the 
pages of Computer Guardian recently over a 
probability problem involving gold and silver 
coins, and there's no sign of a solution the read: 
'ers can agree on. 

Classic probability batfiers are ten a penny. 
How about the pie restaurant where Apple is 
probably better than Blueberry, Blueberry's proba: 
bly better than Cherry but when Apple and Cherry 
are ай thats available Cherry is the best bet. (It's 
possible, honest!) 

Not satisfied? Then try this one: you buy а 
pack of cards, and a friend bets you £10 that 
along with all the black and red cards you'l find at 
least one green one. You start tuming the cards 
over, and each red or black card you turn makes 
you feel safer because ifs one less that could 
have turned out green. Then you get to a blue 
card. Now that's stil another card that could have 
been green and isnt, so ifs got to make your 
chances of winning even better — hasn't it? Like | 
say, probabilities are tricky things. 

All of which is by way of an excuse for ап 
OOPS! ог two in our Dead Cert feature last 
month. The biggie was (probably) the claim made 
for D'Alemberfs Method that it could increase а 
{gamblers returns on an even or better chance. 

Firstly the system seems to do worse than a 
fixed bet once your chances get much above 
evens, and secondly there's a strong school of 
thought in the offices here that no betting system 
сал actually increase your returns in the long run. 
anyway. A classic case in point is the Martingale 
system, where you bet double your stake if you 
lose and return to your original stake if you win. 
On paper it looks like a sure-fire winner: provided 
you end your run on a win, youll make a profit of 
опе coin per win regardless of how many times. 
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you lost 

In practice, gamblers run out of credit or 
reach the house limit so they cant always hang 
оп for that final win — and when that happens to 
the Martingale better, he goes down for a bundle! 
We're not quite sure how D’Alembert’s method 
shapes up here, so we'd suggest you consult your 
nearest professor of applicable maths before 
using itin anger. © 


MID-AIR COLLISION 

If you thought the computing business was full of 
numbers and letters just waiting to confuse the 
uninitiated, you should try the aircraft industry. Ii 
isnt the ASRAAMs slung underneath your YF- 
22А ATF its the RWR on your GR Mkt, or even 
the HUD on your F-15. Small wonder then that 
poor old EA (not an aircraft at ай but software firm 
Electronic Arts) should get mixed up on one of 
their Interceptor press releases. The oh-so- 
promising combat flight sim (check it out in 
previews on p18, if you havent already) lets you 
take to the skies in an F-16 Falcon or F-18 Hor- 
net. Or an F-16 Hornet, indeed. Or even an F-18 
Falcon. Look, there are these two American 
planes and you can fy either of them, right? @ 





THEY VE GOT THE POWER. 
YOU'VE GOT THE CONTROL. 


OLLIE, FAWN 
AND...LANCE? 


Entertainment as an instrument of US foreign poli 
су is never a pretty thing folks, but this one really 
is a bit over the top. You thought Raid over 
‘Moscow was in poor taste? You thought Green 
Beret was а bit out of line? Well how about Kon 
amis latest Nintendo cartridge for the American 
market. It looks like Gryzor, it sounds like Gryzor 
and it's even got the same box artwork as Gryzor 
= but its actually called Contra. Does it have 
atrocity sequences, we ask ourselves? Do you 
have to get a bill through Congress before you 
сап pick up extra weapons? Will the 82nd Air 
borne save your bacon when you get in a fix? We 
think the public should be told. @ 
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